The Messenger
August 2017

REMEMBER THE FOOD PANTRY!

the 2nd Sunday of every month is
Food Pantry Sunday
HOPE IN THE FUTURE
Congregational Update
inside

***One Service at the
Pocahontas Center***
Please make plans to join us
during August
for one service at the
Pocahontas Center at 9 a.m.

We

hope

to

see

you

there!

Keep in touch with Hope UMC: hopeumcia.org

Hope UMC—Pocahontas, Havelock & Plover
HOPE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday 9:00 am - Pocahontas, 306 2nd Avenue NW
Pastor Elijah Nagbe email: pastor hopeumc@ever tek.net
cell Ph. 405-834-0705
Church Office Mon.-Fri. Hours: 9:00-3:30pm
email: hopeumc@evertek.net Ph. 712-335-3663
Fax: 712-335-3406

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ of the Hope Parish,

It is with a very heavy heart that I must inform you of a problem with Pastor Elijah Nagbe’s
immigration status. I became aware of a potential problem last week when I was assisting
him in filling out the I-9 employment verification form. The problem was confirmed after
consulting with an immigration attorney this week.
Pastor Elijah’s immigration status was that of a “Temporary Protected Status” granted to
citizens of Libera. The US government terminated that benefit to persons from Liberia in May
of this year. https://www.uscis.gov/news/alerts/uscis-reminds-beneficiaries-temporaryprotected-status-guinea-liberia-and-sierra-leone-may-21-termination
And while Pastor Elijah is in the process of applying for a different status, he is caught in the
gap between the expiration of his previous status and the granting of a different status.
I have been in conversation with Pastor Elijah, Linda Ferguson (Staff Parish Relations Committee Chairperson) and Rev. Karen Dungan (Assistant to Bishop Haller). Rev. Dungan has
been in contact with an immigration lawyer who will give guidance to us and to Pastor Elijah.
The immediate affect is that Pastor Elijah must suspend all pastoral duties. I will come to
Pocahontas to lead worship on Sunday and then meet with the Staff Parish Relations Committee to discern our course of action.
I deeply regret that that this has happened and my concern is both for Pastor Elijah and the
Hope Parish.
I invite you to join me in worship on Sunday as we seek God’s guidance through this challenging situation.
In Christ,
Pastor Tom
Rev. Tom Carver, Superintendent
Northwest District of the Iowa Annual Conference
of the United Methodist Church
701 Seneca Street, Ste. 2
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-0812
Cell: 712-299-2577

Safe-T Home Update
We have received $5,519
towards our 2017 goal of $7,000 for a
Safe-T Home in Haiti.
“We are well on our way to completing
our goal. Thank you for your continued
support of this project.”

Change a Child’s Story
Since beginning this ministry in 2015, Hope UMC has given 609 books to children
from low-income families in our own school district. Beginning in the second quarter
of the 2015-16 year and continuing through the 2016-17 school year books were given to children in preschool, preparatory kindergarten, kindergarten and 1st grade.
Thank you to Lori Baade who was able to get so much “bang” from the $900 that was
raised during the 2015 RAGBRAI.
85,000 books were donated through the United Methodist Churches in Iowa during
this time to children in every corner of the state. Note the Certificate of Appreciation
awarded to Hope UMC on the bulletin board in the north entry.
A total of 7 volunteers have read to and with local children during this time, volunteering two hours a week to work with teachers in the lower elementary grades. Even
though the Change a Child’s Story initiative is coming to an end, the school volunteers
will continue their work. They are real difference makers in the lives of our children
and their time is very much appreciated by the classroom teachers. We thank them
for their dedication. If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, please call the
church office and leave your name and phone number.

Here is a list of everyone who went to camp:
Name

Dates

Event

Kaitlyn Point

June 19-21

Short Stacks #1

Nohri Point

June 19-21

Short Stacks #1

Paxton Cundiff
June 30-July 1
overnight with Grandma Jeanne Sindergard
Dani Cook
July 6-8

Guardian and Angel

Taytum Davidson

July 17-22

Adventure 4

Caden Freeburg

July 17-22

Adventure 4

Luke Friesner

July 17-22

Adventure 4

Hannah Grothaus

July 24-29

Adventure 5 w/ Teen Week

Rory Bunda

July 24-29

Adventure 5 w/ Sky Zone

Halee Hauswirth

July 24-29

Adventure 5 w/ Sky Zone

Zoe Kerns

July 24-29

Adventure 5 w/ Sky Zone

Abby Minkler

July 24-29

Adventure 5 w/ Sky Zone

Adriana Adamson

July 25-29

Adventure 5: YCDTAC

Justice Point

July 25-29

Adventure 5: YCDTAC

Natalie Point

July 25-29

Adventure 5: YCDTAC

Jada Speer

July 25-29

Adventure 5: YCDTAC

Dominic Hobbs

Aug. 7-9

Short Stacks #5

Dustin Hobbs

Aug. 7-9

Short Stacks #5

Short Stacks #3

ANNIVERSARIES

AND BIRTHDAYS

Ken & Jean Hartsock

8/1

Alex & Hollie Radig

8/10

Roger & Audrey Simonson

8/1

Nick & Rachel Kerns

8/16

Roger & Terrie Allen

8/2

John & Karen Boyd

8/21

George & Tonya Anderson

8/9

Brad & Angie Cook

8/21

Wyatt Rahn

8/1

Azzia Hotovec

8/18

Casey Leeper
John Nedved

8/4
8/4

Abby Minkler
Danny Hauswirth

8/19
8/20

Garrett Rahn

8/4

Scott Ernst

8/21

Duanne Barth

8/8

Julie Cook

8/22

Harlan Edge
Mona Zhorne

8/9
8/9

Theo Nielsen
Gene Sandy

8/26
8/28

Amanda Davis

8/10

Brock Hubbell

8/29

Cody Rahn

8/10

Sylvia Harms

8/31

Tracy Grothaus

8/17

Lectionary Scriptures
Aug 6 Genesis 32:22-31, Psalm 17:1-7, 15, Romans 9:1-5, Matthew 14:13-21
Aug 13 Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28, Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b, Romans 10:5-15, Matthew 14:22-33
Aug 20 Genesis 45:1-15, Psalm 133, Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32, Matthew 15:10-28
Aug 27 Exodus 1:8 - 2:10, Psalm 124, Romans 12:1-8, Matthew 16:13-20
Sept 3 Exodus 3:1-5, Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c, Romans 12:9-21, Matthew 16:21-28

Humc library selections:
From Genesis to Revelation
with Anne Graham Lotz

The Glorious Dawn of God's
Story: Finding Meaning for
Your Life in Genesis
Anne Graham Lotz leads you through the first eleven chapters of Genesis, unlocking hidden messages in the familiar stories of Creation, Adam and Eve, Cain and
Abel, Noah and the ark, the Tower of Babel, and others. She thoughtfully illuminates each moment of Creation with inspiring insights and probing reflections to
better reveal God, the Creator of us all. In God's Story you will thrill to the beauty,
majesty, and tenderness of God's personal involvement in creating the world, and
you will come to recognize the Creator's infinite power at work in your life as
well.
The Vision of His Glory: Finding Hope Through the Revelation of
Jesus Christ
With an inspiring sense of wonder and a focus on Jesus Christ, Anne Graham Lotz
brings clarity and understanding to the book of Revelation. Lotz takes the reader
step-by-step through John's eyewitness account of God's plan for our future, emphasizing our hope in Jesus rather than our fear of end times.

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS †
Aug 6

Don & Linda Ferguson

Communion Stwd's

Aug 6

Elaine Cook

Liturgist

Aug 6

Don & Carol McLain

Fellowship

Aug 13

Carol McCurdy

Liturgist

Aug 13

Rahn family

Fellowship

Aug 20

Garrett Rahn

Liturgist

Aug 20

Leo & Carol Hallman

Fellowship

Aug 27

Brian Blomker

Liturgist

Aug 27

Ray & Ernella VanHorn

Fellowship

Aug

Ruger Bunda

Acolyte Poc

Aug

Colton Freeburg

Acolyte Poc

Aug

VOLUNTEERS

Usher Poc

Aug Greeters north door: Leon & Gwen Johnson
south door: Keith & Kathy Johnson

east door: Elaine Cook

Worship Attendance at Hope UMC
DATE

HAVELOCK

POCAHONTAS

OFFERING

July 2

66

$5,899.02

66

July 9

85

$2,118.00

85

July 16

90

$2,740.00

90

July 23

95

$4,217.00

95

July 30

see

next

PLOVER

month

TOTAL

*

Hope in the Future - - Congregational Update
After reviewing the current status of Hope UMC, it has become evident that our church needs
to consider how to maintain our primary purpose - - our mission of making disciples for Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the world - - amidst a declining membership, which translates
to less financial giving. The Leadership Team has been reviewing our church data to determine
how to keep Hope UMC a viable church. Two church meetings were held in June to review the
results of this information with the church family. Copies of those packets are available at the
church office.
For the first time in many years, Hope UMC has not had enough giving to keep current with our
monthly apportionments. We also do not have the funds to pay our missionary support, or the
vacation bible school bills. The majority of our income is paying for salaries and the maintenance (utilities & insurance) of our three church centers. As of July 1 st, Hope UMC is roughly
more than $12,500 behind in bills. It is the Leadership Team’s responsibility to determine how
to be better stewards of the resources that we have been blessed with.
After reviewing the input from the informational meetings, the Leadership Team has decided to
move forward with finalizing the church blend that was started 22 years ago. The following
steps will need to be completed:

Moving forward with the blend.
The consensus from the two church-wide meetings is to finalize the official blend of Hope UMC
that was inadvertently not completed 22 years ago. This process will include:
1.

District Superintendent Tom Carver will be contacted to help prepare the covenant for
the blend and to hold a charge conference with the Leadership Team, if necessary.
2. Havelock and Plover will inactivate their charters with the Iowa Secretary Of State .
3. Pocahontas will change the name on its charter to Hope United Methodist Church of
Pocahontas with the Iowa Secretary of State.
4. All church real estate property will be put in the name of Hope United Methodist
Church.
5. The Finance Team will consolidate the division of funds by centers into the Capital Improvement account. This includes the three memorial accounts and the Havelock and
Plover Needs accounts. The Havelock and Plover memorial accounts could be distributed via the following options, pending input from those centers: A.) Give to a specific
mission project; B.) Give to the current scholarship or camp funds; or C.) Roll the
funds over to the Hope UMC Memorial fund.

6. The Finance Team will use the Havelock Parsonage account for capital improvements, as
per the Discipline, if needed at any of the buildings or for needs at the parsonage.
As already set – the remaining summer worship schedule will be at 9:00 am at Pocahontas.
Future worship schedules have been set until the end of 2017:




September-October worship services will be in Havelock @ 8:30 a.m. and in
Pocahontas @ 10:00 a.m.
November – December worship services will be in Plover @ 8:30 a.m. and in
Pocahontas @ 10:00 a.m.
This will give Pastor Elijah a chance to meet our church family and minister in all
three communities for the next few months, understanding that this schedule
will be reevaluated.

It is Leadership Team’s intention to reevaluate this topic by the November Leadership Meeting
to decide the feasibility of either keeping all three buildings operational or closing two of the
buildings. This will depend on multiple factors, including the giving and ability to pay our
apportionments, salaries, missionaries, operational costs, and other expenses as they arise and
how that impacts our church mission. The Leadership Team will determine how many services
there will be and where they will be held for Hope UMC. Pastor Elijah will complete the
approved worship rotation until the end of December, understanding that this could change
beginning January 1, 2018.

HOPE UMC - TODAY’S REALITY:
Church = people = church family
Dynamics have changed since the original blend
There were two full-time pastors when the blend began
Population has significantly decreased in Pocahontas county
The condition of the farm economy affects the giving
We must be good stewards and be financially responsible
No. One. FAILED! Times. Have. CHANGED.

Our church is at a difficult crossroads, so we ask for your prayers as we move forward to do God’s
will for our entire church family. These decisions impact us all! In order to continue being a viable
outreach for Christ in our communities, we need to look forward, and consider new possibilities
that God has in store for Hope UMC.

UDMO Food Pantry
Sunday, August 13, 2017

HOPE
UMC
FREE SATURDAY SUPPER
Saturday ~ August 26, 2017
Serving from 5 - 6:30 p.m.
At HOPE UMC, Pocahontas Center
There will be many opportunities to help
prepare, serve and clean-up.
Watch for the clipboard in worship
Or call 712-335-3663

VBS 2017 Update
What a great VBS Day Camp week!!!! We had 50-60 day campers
and teen helpers each day!!! The Ingham Okoboji Team was fantastic and did such a great job helping us to get

ROOTED

in Grace, Faith, Christ, and

Truth through songs, games, skits, stories, and art projects. Also, throughout the week
the kids brought in donations to once again help Upper Des Moines purchase school supplies for children in our communities. The day campers (and their generous parents) donated $156. 84 to help share the love of Christ with others.
We ended our fun week on Thursday Night with a Backyard BBQ, a wonderful program,
and the ROOTED RELAYS!!! The heavy rains that night didn’t dampen our fun together!
All of this could not be possible without the help of SO many who were willing to share
their time, donations, and prayers. Thank you to all who helped out in this way. We
would like to especially thank Elaine and Tim Cook and Judy Timan for opening up their
homes and hearts to Liz, Sam, Hannah, and Greta, the Ingham Okoboji Team. We are so
blessed to have a church family that supports VBS in so many ways each year!!!
- The Education Team

__________________________________________________________________________

CHOIR PRACTICE RESUMES
on Wednesday, August 30th
at 7:00 p.m.
at the Pocahontas Center
Please join us!!

Leadership Team Meeting Minutes
July 10,2017 at 7 pm

Attendance: Pastor Elijah, Chris Radig, Melissa Rahn, Allan Frevert, Carol Hallman, Moira
Hopkins, Elaine Cook, Linda Ferguson, Kathy Johnson, Carol McCurdy, Donnie McLain,
Vicki Kerns and Judy Pursley

To open Chris read from a book about Frank Lloyd Wright and then said a prayer. We introduced ourselves and told what committee we chaired or our position.
In studying the budget sheet, Melissa said that we need to close out the MYF account
and put the money into the Youth Ministries. Elaine made the motion to do so and Carol
McCurdy seconded motion was approved.
We had $12,822.00 in offerings giving us $14,243.08 in total funds for the month. We
had $13,457.16 in total budget expenses. This left us with $785.92 cash in the Budget
Account at the end of June, however we haven't paid our apportionments for three
months (8,007), VBS (1,708), Camp (1,645) or the missionaries, (the Kies - 1,400). This
leaves us $12,760 short to date. We will be publishing our offerings and attendance in
the newsletters and bulletins. Allan made a motion to approve the budget and Donnie
seconded it. Motion carried.
Minutes were read silently. Elaine motioned to approve them. Kathy J. seconded. Motion approved.

The Future of Hope was the next item on the agenda. With the congregation favoring 5-1 the
continuing of the blend, Linda will let Tom Carver know the decision. After discussion Elaine
made the motion to continue the blend. Linda seconded. and the motion carried. Then we
looked at the future worship schedule. We had two choices, Choice 1 was Sept-Nov in Havelock and Nov-Feb in Plover. Choice 2 was Sept-Oct in Havelock and Nov-Dec in Plover. Since
Tom Carver wants everything settled by Jan., we voted to go with Option 2. There may be
changes in the future.

Worship: Carol H. Said that they will meet on Wed the 12th.
Education: Moira told us that VBS had 50-60 kids, including helpers daily. Had a great week
and they have taken most of the decor down.
Trustees: Carol M said that they haven't met.
SPRC: Linda said that Pastor Elijah is here! We have furniture for him that needs moving. He
said that he is going to be married in a couple of weeks.
Donnie closed with a prayer.
Next meeting is Aug 10, 2017 at 7 pm
Submitted by - Judy Pursley
Leadership Team Secretary

Ingathering is still a few months away but don’t forget to pick up kit supplies when you are
doing your back-to-school shopping. Our main emphasis this year is on school and health
kits. Take the list of contents with you as you go shopping and find items on sale. School
bags will be coming. Or…. You may make a donation and we will do the shopping for you.
Write “kits” in the memo line of your check. Last year we completed 44 health kits and 86
school kits. Can we reach 50 health kits and 100 school kits this year?

Because of the often sensitive cultural and political contexts that surround the people we assist, UMCOR cannot allow any patriotic – or even religious – symbols to be used in the kits. It
is not the people we are seeking to help that put up these barriers but rather some foreign
governments. We do not want to create an obstacle that keeps this valuable relief aid from
reaching the people we seek to help. These symbols, such as flags or crosses, can be covered
with a permanent black marker so that the item can still be used in the kits.
Pack ONLY items requested for each kit.
DO NOT wash items.
ONLY send new items.
Remember, these are gifts for God’s children!

Micah 6:8 says that the Lord requires us "TO ACT JUSTLY AND TO LOVE MERCY AND TO WALK
HUMBLY WITH YOUR GOD.” When we share from our abundance, we are acting justly and reflecting our desire to serve God.

KIT CONTENTS – SAVE AND TAKE SHOPPING WITH YOU
SCHOOL KIT – (Value: $11.00 + $2 shipping) School kits provide tools for education which
changes lives. In countries where children don’t have books, school supplies or classrooms, a
school kit may be their only educational resource.


3 Notebooks, approx. 8 1/2 x 11 (210 to 250 sheets total)
use permanent marker to cover US flag



1 pair blunt-end scissors (metal blades)



1 hand-held pencil sharpener (1” or more)



1 30-cm metric ruler



6 unsharpened pencils with erasers



1 2 ½” or larger eraser



1 box of 24 (only 24) crayons, use permanent marker to cover US flag



1 14"x16" cloth bag—Bags will be available

Place items sideways in bag and fold over top so loose items don’t fall out.

HEALTH KIT – (Value: $12.00 + $1 for toothpaste and $2 shipping)


1 new hand towel (15” x 25” up to 17” x 27”



1 new washcloth



1 large sturdy comb (not pocket-sized)



1 nail file or fingernail clippers – no emery boards or toenail clippers



1 bath-sized soap – in wrapper. No Ivory or Jergens soap



1 toothbrush – adult size only. Do not remove packaging



6 band aids – 3/4 inch

Put items in a zip-lock type plastic bag.
*Please give Melissa the money for toothpaste
and shipping*

