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July 3rd, 24th and 31st

ONE SERVICE
at Pocahontas 9:30 a.m.
************************************
July 10th and 17th
at Plover 8:00 a.m.
at Pocahontas 9:30 a.m.

Please
join us!

Keep in touch with Hope UMC: hopeumcia.org
Hope UMC—Pocahontas, Havelock & PlovHOPE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday 8:00 am - Plover, 202 Smith St.
Sunday 9:30 am - Poc., 306 2nd Ave NW
Pastor Jerry Miller email: pastorhopeumc@evertek.net
cell Ph. 712-335-2273
Church Office Mon.-Fri. Hours: 9:00-3:30pm
email: hopeumc@evertek.net Ph. 712-335-3663 Fax: 712-335-3406

Mission Team Trip ~ July 23 - 31, 2016
After many months of prayer, preparation and fundraisers, it is almost time to GO to
be God’s hands & feet, to carry the gospel of God’s love for all through Jesus Christ his Son
to the folks in Leslie County, Kentucky. My guess is that they already know the love God
has for them and they will be sharing God’s love with us as much as we will be sharing with
them.
We want to thank all of you who have been supporting our fundraising efforts as part
of our preparation to go on this trip. We want to especially thank the Leadership Team for
agreeing to “guarantee” our trip with the support of some funds from the Soup & Pie supper.
Our group includes 5 adults and 5 youth. We ask for your continued prayers for our
safe travel and the service opportunities that we will be participating in. When we registered for this trip, each one of us had to choose an area of service. We could choose children’s ministries or community service or construction. I believe we will be participating
in all three areas among the members of our group.
July 17th in worship we will ask you to bless us and send us on our way in the name of
Jesus Christ the Lord and on behalf of Hope UMC. We will begin our travels on July 23 and
return on July 31.
‘See you in worship. Bring some friends with you.

Pastor Jerry

RELEASED - LUKE 4:18-19
VBS Day Camp Week has come and gone and what a great week it was! The Ingham Okoboji
Counselors did a great job of helping us to be RELEASED through skits, songs, games and fun
projects. Our day campers were super excited to meet and hang out with these young adults
and awesome examples of Christ!
Throughout the week we learned that because of God's love, we are RELEASED! On Monday our theme was “Life Released”. All life comes from God and is important to God. God
released life into the world at creation, and he created us for the purpose of being in a relationship with Him. God has released the promise of eternal life for those who believe in His
name.
“Good News for the Poor” was the theme for Tuesday. Because God has released life into
us, we get to go out and share good news with the poor, not only the poor in materialistic
value, but also the poor in spirit. Jesus is the ultimate “Good News for the Poor” and invites
all to know Him and wants us to share the good news of His love.
Wednesday's theme was “Release for the Captives”. We live in a broken world. Some us
are captive to the power of others, captive to demands and expectations to be something
we're not, or captive to our own brokenness. Sin can keep us captive and we would still be
stuck today, but because of Jesus and his love for us, we are released from our sins.
Our final theme was “Sight for the Blind”. Blindness is a physical and spiritual thing. Jesus
came to open our eyes to see the world, to see God, and to see others (and ourselves) as
people made in God's image.
Our week ended Thursday evening with a Red Carpet Party. The campers shared the important lessons and songs they learned during the week and all in attendance enjoyed the
premiere of the 2016 VBS Day Camp “movie” created by Candace Larson. The evening concluded with a perfect movie snack of popcorn, candy, and a drink. It was a great evening for
all!
Our VBS Day Camp Week was a huge success
because of the help of so many willing hearts and
hands. The Education Team would like to thank everyone who helped in any way to make this week so
meaningful for all of the campers! Thank you all for
your prayers and support!

Let’s Go to Church Camp !
Summer 2016 Lake Okoboji U.M. Camp!
Without a doubt, UM Camp Okoboji is the greatest camp around!
Their 100+ years of service is solid proof! If you have never been to
this camp, once you experience UM Camp Okoboji, you will want to return again and again.
We want everyone who wants to go to camp to be able to go.
The church asks that parents or guardians pay 25% of the cost of
camp if they are able to. We also can not stress enough that if
you are not able to pay the 25% ~ DO NOT let this stop you or
your children from attending camp! There are many funding resources available to allow anyone who wants to go to camp to be able
to go.
Please bring ALL camp registration forms to Pastor Jerry [unless
you are paying 100% of the cost yourself]. Let him know at that time
if a scholarship is needed in order for someone to attend camp. If you
have any questions about camp, please talk with Pastor Jerry. 712335-3663 Thank you. ‘See you in worship.

Pastor Jerry

Allan & Karen Minkler
Tim & Elaine Cook
Mark & Jeanne Sindergard
Keith & Kathy Johnson
Candace L & Wayne Hulsebus

7/12
7/15
7/15
7/20
7/23

Scott & Megan Ernst
Steve & Moira Hopkins
Doug & Michelle Ferguson
Leon & Gwen Johnson

7/27
7/29
7/31
7/31

Alivia Kakacek
Logan Poss
Cathy Minkler
Irene Schossow
Jamey Gregersen
Shirley Allen
Brian Blomker
Donna Hull
Joe Minkler
Karen Minkler
Abbrielle Point

7/1
7/3
7/6
7/10
7/11
7/14
7/18
7/18
7/19
7/20
7/20

Carolyn Hanson
Jeri Hammer
Nancy Storck
Mary Turner
Megan Ernst
Jacob Sheldahl
Allan Minkler, Jr.
Mary Martens
Moira Hopkins
Roger Peters
Chris Radig

7/22
7/22
7/22
7/23
7/24
7/27
7/28
7/28
7/28
7/28
7/29

Life, In Spite of Me: Extraordinary Hope After a
Fatal Choice

By Kristen Jane Anderson

Overwhelmed by wave after wave of emotional trauma, Kristen Anderson
no longer wanted to live. One January night, determined to end her pain once
and for all, the seventeen-year-old lay across train tracks not far from her
home and waited to die.
Instead of peace, she found herself immersed in a whole new nightmare.
Before the engineer could bring the train to a stop, thirty-three freight cars passed over her at fifty-five miles
per hour. After the train stopped and Kristen realized she was still alive, she looked around—and saw her legs
ten feet away.
Surviving her suicide attempt but losing her legs launched Kristen into an even deeper battle with depression and suicidal thoughts, as well as unrelenting physical pain—all from the seat of a wheelchair. But in the
midst of her darkest days, Kristen discovered the way to real life and a purpose for living.
For anyone struggling to find the strength to go on, the message of this heart-wrenching yet hope-building
book is a clear and extraordinary reminder that even when we give up on life, God doesn’t give up on us.
Includes notes of encouragement from Kristen and resources for suicide prevention
Synopsis/image courtesy of Amazon.com

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS †
July 3
Elaine Cook
July 3
John & Martie Nedved
July 10
Tim & Elaine Cook
July 10
Melissa Rahn
July 10
Steve & Moira Hopkins
July 17
Ray Timan
July 17
Bruce & Carolyn Wheatley
July 24
Carol Hallman
July 24
Judy Pursley
July 31
Donnie McLain
July 31
Jeremy & Melissa Riesenberg
July
Jacob Ferguson
July
Volunteers
July Greeters north door Martie Nedved (1, 2, 4) - Betty Abrahamson (3)
south door Elaine Cook
east door Don Ayers

Liturgist
Fellowship
Comm. Stw'd
Liturgist
Fellowship
Liturgist
Fellowship
Liturgist
Fellowship
Liturgist
Fellowship
Acolyte Poc
Usher Poc

Lectionary Scriptures
July 3 2 Kings 5:1-14, Psalm 30, Galatians 6:(1-6) 7-16, Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
July 10 Amos 7:7-17, Psalm 82, Colossians 1:1-14, Luke 10:25-37
July 17 Amos 8:1-12, Psalm 52 or 82, Colossians 1:15-28, Luke 10:38-42
July24 Hosea 1:2-10, Psalm 85, Colossians2:6-15 (16-19), Luke 11:1-13
July 31Hosea 11:1-11, Psalm 107:1-9, 43, Colossians 3:1-11, Luke 12:13-21

Worship Attendance at Hope UMC
DATE

POCAHONTAS

HAVELOCK

PLOVER

TOTAL

June 5

71

one

service

71

June 12

65

50

115

June 19

73

30

103

June 26

88

29

117

Leadership Team Meeting
June 9, 2016
Place: Pocahontas Center, 7:00 pm
Attendance: Pastor Jerry, Donnie McLain, Melissa Rahn, Ray Timan, Carol Hallman, Elaine
Cook, Kathy Johnson, Carol McCurdy, Judy Timan and Judy Pursley.
Donnie called the meeting to order with a prayer. Minutes were read silently and were approved as read.
A Treasurer’s Report was given by Melissa. Offerings YTD are up by almost $5,000 and the total funds available are down by $10,000+ from last year. Our total budget expenses are down
this year from last year. We have $14,693 cash on hand. Ray T. made the motion to approve
the Treasurer’s report and Elaine C. seconded. Motion carried.
Ray gave the report on the Annual Conference. Tom Bickerton, a visiting bishop from Western
Pennsylvania spoke several times at the conference. “He is a great storyteller.” All nine sections of legislation items passed on the consent calendar. Varina UMC received a “One
Matters” award. They began with thirteen in attendance and now have thirty and have baptized thirteen children & youth. The conference had an ordination and retirement service. There are more retirements than active clergy. We sang “Change a Child’s Story” to the
tune of “I Love to Tell the Story’. The two-year bishop’s initiative has a goal of 1,000,000 hours
reading to children and 1,000,000 books distributed to children in low income families. Most
children have 30 books. Our target is children with no or few books. We have already completed over 300 hours of reading and have given 250 books away. We plan to give 330 more
next year. This is the 60th year of the ordination of women. We need more bishops as we’re
growing overseas, in Africa especially. A new bishop for IA will arrive in Sept.
Ministry Team Report:
Worship Team: Carol H. People in the congregations are encouraged to talk with people they
know who have musical talent and would be willing to share Special Music during the summer
worship services. Be sure to communicate with Pastor Jerry about this. .

Education Team: Pastor gave the report for Moira. He said Vacation Bible School will be June
13-16. The potential outreach is huge. We have twelve registered for Lake Okoboji UM Camp.

Outreach Team: Elaine said that the diaper changing tables are installed. Bathroom signs are
up. The greeter list will be mailed out shortly and the Back to Church Sunday will be Sept 18.
Missions: Judy T. reported for the Team. Ray and she had lunch with Jane and Larry Kies.
They will be here on Sept 26 in the evening. Judy took 12 layettes, 12 cleaning buckets and 12
sweaters with them to conference. Pastor then called our attention to the email from and to
Davidson Adams about forming a partnership with his village. This is something that the Mission Team will be discussing further. The Mobile Food Pantry is July 20 from 4:30 - 6pm. We
need to continue our support of the Upper Des Moines food pantry also.
SPRC: They will meet August 17.
Trustees: John N. said that the next meeting is June 13.
Finance: The car has been sold for $3,000. The hand bells need cleaning and refurbishing.
We have received bids of $1,100; $1,718 and $2,400. Donnie motioned to pay $1,718 for the
repairs of the bells out of the Soup and Pie Fund. Carol seconded. Motion approved. The piano needs a humidifier to help the sound board last longer. $500 will purchase it and the rest
of the money in the piano fund will go back into the Presbyterian Gift fund. Camperships are
available.
UMW: Judy T. said that their meeting will be this coming Thurs at Plover at 2:00 PM. The
committee has decided on window blinds for the windows in Fellowship Hall at the Poky Center. Cost is $3,500. They are working on planning for the installation.
Pastor had us look at the brochure Chaos, Solitude, and Community. This gives information
on Two 3-Day Retreats at Wesley Woods in Indianola, IA. They will be held the end of October.
The presenter is Tom Albin, the #1 Wesley authority. Cost is $350. Pastor said that scholarships are available to help with the cost. We need to identify people who want to participate
as lay ministers in Stephen Ministries before we can move forward with training for this ministry.
Ray T. closed the meeting in prayer.
Next meeting will be on Aug 11, 2016 at 7:00 pm in Pocahontas

Submitted by Judy Pursley
Leadership Team Secretary

July Activities

Altar Flowers: Charity Circle
Serving Committee #2 (Carolyn W. & Carol McLain)
Bible Verse: Philippians 4:6 “Don’t worry about anything; instead pray about everything; tell God your needs and don’t forget to thank Him for His answers.”
Reminders
• UMW Executive Meeting – July 14th at 1:30 PM
for all UMW officers and circle chairpersons,
Friendship Room – Pocahontas Center.
• We are collecting new underwear for adults and children (all sizes) to be delivered to Bidwell Riverside Center on our workday, August 3rd. There are marked boxes at
both centers.

A friendly reminder... when making
purchases at Woods, please turn in the signed
receipt to the church office instead of posting
the receipt on the refrigerator. Thank you!

