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HOPE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

FALL WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

Sunday 8:00 am - Havelock, 752 Dean Street 

Sunday School 9:00am - Pocahontas 

Sunday 10:00 am - Pocahontas, 306  2nd Ave NW 

 

Pastor Jerry Miller  email: pastorhopeumc@evertek.net 

cell Ph. 712-335-2273 

Church Office Mon.-Fri. Hours: 9:00-3:30pm 

email: hopeumc@evertek.net   Ph. 712-335-3663 Fax: 712-335-3406 

Keep in touch with Hope UMC:  hopeumcia.org 

Hope UMC—Pocahontas, Havelock & Plover 

Ingathering Kits – PLEASE HAVE INGATHERING KITS AT THE CHURCH BY OCTOBER 26th!! As you 

are willing to open your eyes and ears to the world’s needs, you open yourself up to relationship 

with the ones God loves.  Many will be blessed by your generous hearts. 
 

A note about School Kits:  Because of regulations of some governments where supplies will be 

sent, UMCOR cannot use items with patriotic icons, emblems or religious symbols.  “Made in the 

USA” is okay.  Flags, crosses, etc., are not.  Crayola brand crayons have an American flag in 2 plac-

es: one near the top of the box and the other is on the bottom.  Either cut out or cover with a 

permanent marker.  There are samples on the kit display table at each center. 

 

 

 

 

Capital Improvement Projects 

  The Trustees have identified the following priorities that need to be cared for.  Please consider a special gift  to the 

Capital Fund “above & beyond” your regular giving.  

 1)  One AC unit for the Poc. sanctuary needs replaced.  $3,500.DONE! PRAISE GOD! 

 2) Windows in the Poc. Fellowship Hall need replaced. $1,100 / unit, $15,000 total 

 3) Plover entryway and sanctuary need painting. The bid for this work is $2,150.00.  

  Thank you for your faithful, generous and joyful giving to the ministry, mission and upkeep of Hope UMC..  

 The Finance Ministry Team 



~ Exploring Membership in the United Methodist Church ~  
 

     Would you like to explore what being a member of Hope UMC is all about?  I invite you to come 

learn about membership in the United Methodist Church on Sunday, Oct. 4th at 11:00 a.m. after 

worship in Pocahontas. 

     Our first allegiance is to Christ when we make our Profession of Faith at our Baptism or Confir-

mation of our Baptism. 

     We confess Jesus Christ as our Savior, put our whole trust in his grace and promise to serve him 

as our Lord, in union with the church which Christ has opened to people of all ages, nations, and 

races. 

     We promise according to the grace given to us to remain faithful members of Christ’s holy 

church and serve as Christ’s representatives in the world. 

     As members of Hope UMC we promise to faithfully participate in its ministries by our prayers, 

our presence, our gifts, our service and our witness. 

 

     We will be welcoming new members on Sunday, Oct. 18th at both the 8:00 a.m. service in 

Havelock and the 10:00 a.m. service in Pocahontas.  Please talk with me if you have questions 

about becoming a member of Hope United Methodist Church.  I look forward to welcoming you in 

worship. 

   Blessings,  Pastor Jerry  pastorhopeumc@evertek.net      



Here is a sampling of books recently added to the church library:   
 

"Small Graces:  The Quiet Gifts  of Everyday life" by Kent Nerburn 

Embark with the author on a personal journey that reveals the sacredness of the small things in life and what they 

can teach us about living spiritually fulfilling lives. 

 

"Forgiveness:  Finding Peace Through Letting Go" by Adam Hamilton 

In the passionate and life-changing book Forgiveness: Finding Peace Though Letting Go, bestselling author Adam 

Hamilton brings the same insight that he applied in the bestseller "Why?" to the challenge of forgiveness. Hamil-

ton argues that revelation comes when we realize that forgiveness is a gift we give ourselves rather than to some-

one else. He also contends that only when we learn to forgive others and ourselves can we truly receive for-

giveness from God. 

 

"Heaven Is For Real" by Todd Burpo 

The true story of the four-year old son of a small town Nebraska pastor who during emergency surgery slips from 

consciousness and enters heaven. He survives and begins talking about being able to look down and see the doc-

tor operating and his dad praying in the waiting room. The family didn't know what to believe but soon the evi-

dence was clear. 

Colton said he met his miscarried sister, whom no one had told him about, and his great grandfather who died 30 

years before Colton was born, then shared impossible-to-know details about each. He describes the horse that 

only Jesus could ride, about how "reaaally big" God and his chair are, and how the Holy Spirit "shoots down pow-

er" from heaven to help us. 

Told by the father, but often in Colton's own words, the disarmingly simple message is heaven is a real place, Jesus 

really loves children, and be ready, there is a coming last battle. 

Synopses courtesy of Amazon.com 

 

Wednesday, October 21st, Pocahontas churches will again host 

the Food bank of Iowa Mobile Pantry Program in the Expo Center on 

the Fairgrounds. Volunteers will be needed to help set up, organize, 

(about 11:00am) and oversee distribution (4:30 - 6:00) of the food 

brought in from Des Moines that day. Thank you for your help.  

          - The Missions Ministry Team 



 

Blanket Sundays – October 11, 18 & 25, 2015 

 

Have you seen pictures on TV of homeless persons trying to stay warm in subzero tempera-

tures, or a family huddled together after fire or flood destroys their home, or some of the 

366,000 refugees who have crossed the Mediterranean Sea to Europe this year in search of 

safety and asked yourself, “What can I do?” 

 

Contributions to Church World Service blankets mean Church World Service will be ready 

to help families around the world recover from disasters and displacement. 
 

CWS Blankets are heart warming and  

life changing! 

Thank you for your gift. 

   Again, a huge “thank you” to all for your help with the 

RAGBRAI project to raise funds for the purchase of 

books to be given to children in low-income homes.  

We raised $900 and 100% of that will be spent on 

books for children in the Pocahontas Area Community 

School district – infants through 2nd grade.  Currently a 

list of appropriate books is being compiled. 
 

   If you would like to Change a Child’s Story by helping 

them learn to enjoy reading, please let Pastor Jerry 

know (call 335-3663 or email @ pastorhopeumc@evertek.net).  Reading volunteers at the 

elementary school are needed Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 – 10:00 a.m. 
 

   The missions ministry team is working with UDMO to provide books for children to take 

home to enjoy and return on their next visit.  We are looking for “gently used” read-aloud 

children’s books appropriate for infants and preschoolers.  If you have books that you 

would like to donate, please bring to the Pocahontas center and place in the tub in the fel-

lowship hall.  Remember…. these aren’t new books but books your children/grandchildren 

loved to have read to them.   



Leadership Team Meeting Notes 

Sept. 10, 2015 

Place: Pocahontas Center, 7:00 pm 
 

Attendance:  Pastor Jerry, Allan Frevert, Ray Timan, Carol Hallman, Elaine Cook, Linda Ferguson, Dixie 

Gottsch, Carol McCurdy, Donnie McLain, Sharon Hauswirth, Don Ferguson and Judy Pursley. 

 

Donnie opened the meeting. Pastor read from the Shift chapter 1, the subsection that deals with the theolo-

gy of Hospitality.  He then said a prayer. 

 

Minutes from August were approved as read. 

 

A combined Treasurer’s and Finance Ministry Team Report was given. We are still receiving less in 2015 than 

in 2014 by $6176. Budget forms for next year have gone out to all Ministry Team Chrpsns. Apportionments 

will be less next year than this year. A motion was made by Linda and seconded by Don F. to accept the 

Treasurer’s Report. Treasurer’s Report was approved. Please be sure that when you turn in a bill/invoice to 

be paid that you include the information about which line item of the budget it is to be paid from. This will 

help our new Office Manager (treasurer).  We received a $20,000 gift from the Presbyterian Church when 

they closed.  After much discussion it was decided to tithe 10% of the money to the Pastor’s Discretionary 

Fund and use 90% for special projects. This 90% will be a separate line item. These funds will be used as 

“matching funds” for identified projects.  Allan made a motion to use the money in the manner discussed. 

Don F. seconded. Motion carried. 

 

 Linda said that SPRC, Worship, and Education met and have recommended that beginning Sept. 20th the 

8:00 am service will be at Havelock. Sunday school at 9:00am at Pocahontas and Worship at Pocahontas will 

be at 10:00am. The 8:00am worship service will rotate quarterly between Havelock and     Plover.  Sept.-Nov. 

in Havelock; Dec.-Feb. in Plover; Mar.-May in Havelock; June-Aug. in Plover.  This will be reviewed again in 

May, 2016. Linda made the motion to change the church and Sunday school times. Dixie seconded. Motion 

approved. 

 

We next discussed whether we wanted to begin the Stephen Ministries in our church in 2016. We looked at 

the steps needed to start it at Hope UMC, costs, locations and dates of training course. We are to study the 

information provided and pray. 

 

Ministry  Team Reports: 

 

Worship: Carol reported that when they meet next they will be planning Advent and Christmas. Pastor called 

our attention to a handout that showed all of the various Advent study books. We are to look over the list 

and decide what we want. 



Education:  Pastor reported that the Ministry Team is working on Promotion Day. He also brought up that we 

had received a certificate from the Iowa Conference congratulating us on increasing the number of campers 

sent from 9 in the summer of 2014 to 11 in the summer of 2015.   

 

Evangelism:  Elaine said that their Ministry Team delivered prayer cards and two baskets of apples for the 

PAC school teachers. Pastor had us next look at handouts on becoming a welcoming congregation. These 

gave welcoming tips for greeters, ushers, and the members of the congregation. 

  

Missions: Dixie told us that her Ministry Team got two Pizza Ranch Gift Cards that were given to Brian Slama 

and Ken Poppen for their help on RAGBRAI.  Materials for Ingathering kits are being collected and are due 

Oct.26th. We received a progress report for Change a Child’s Story and the Lending Library for UDMO.  Pastor 

met with the elementary school principal.  We will be targeting kids in K-2. We talked about the UDMO Walk 

Sept.27th. Oct. 4th is World Communion Offering and Blanket Sundays are the next three Sundays in Octo-

ber. 

  

Trustees:  Don F. said the bathroom exhaust fan and the garage door at the parsonage have been fixed.  

 

UMW:  Dixie reported that the Sept.17th meeting will be at 6pm. the Nov. meeting will be at 2pm.  They are 

working on UMCOR and Iowa Nigeria Partnership Kits. 

 

Next meeting will be on Oct. 8th at 7:00pm in Pocahontas. 

Donnie closed with prayer. 

Submitted by,   Judy Pursley  Leadership Team Secretary 

  

Bridal Shower for Anna Hopkins              

and Trenton McNeel                                    

Saturday, Oct. 10th 

 

A come and go bridal shower will be held in honor of Anna Hopkins and Trenton 

McNeel on Saturday, October 10th, from 9:00 – 11:30 a.m. at Hope United Meth-

odist Church in Pocahontas.  There will be a short program at 9:30.   



HOPE UMW - Psalm 119:105 

Bible Verse: "Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path." 

1. Pocahontas Center serving, up-date: Committee #1 (Carolyn W. and Monica P. October Altar flowers (Pocahontas): 

Charity Circle 

2. Food Pantry (UDMO) Remembrance Days are Oct. 4 and 11. Their supplies are slowly building so are still in need of 

all kinds of non-perishable food items and paper goods. I know you are working on filling the Fall Ingathering Kits. 

Thank you to everyone who has purchased supplies and brought your kits to each church center. They will all be 

due at the Fellowship Hall in Pocahontas by Oct. 26 so they can be inventoried before being transported to The Fall 

Ingathering in Cherokee (which is Nov. 7). 

3. Shela Blomker, Judy Boysen, Judy Pursley, Joan Reinhart, Mary Turner were up early to ride to the N.W. District    

        Annual Meeting Sat. Sept. 19th at St. Paul's UMC in Cherokee with Judy Timan and Dixie Gottsch. Guest   

      speakers were Missy Reams telling about Bidwell-Riverside and IA Conference President Rita Valery speaking on  

       abuse. District Superintendent Tom Carver also spoke briefly in the afternoon. It was a very enjoyable day as we   

       greeted old friends and made new ones. Next year Laurens will be the hosts. We should have a very good attend 

       ance since it will be so close!!!   United Methodist Women are a powerful helping organization, giving   

       $15,016,832.00 from all over the world and to places throughout the world which helps the less fortunate! Thank  

       you ALL very much for YOUR support through Ingathering kits, pledge, dues, caring love, Prayers, and hard work  

       in helping make that possible. You are wonderful in helping accomplish so much love and help. 

4. October 10 is the IA Conference Annual Meeting in Council Bluffs, IA. This is relatively quite close, when consider- 

       ing somewhere near the Mississippi River locations! Keynote speakers will be Coleen McRoberts on Domestic   

       Violence and April Palma on JFON (Justice For Our Neighbors).   Reservations are due Oct. 2. Coffee and registration 

       is 9 am, Meeting at  9:30, Lunch - $7.00 at noon and Closing worship at 2:30 pm. Please let me (Dixie) know if you  

       plan to attend.   

5. Circle Chairpersons - Please get your slate of officers and program agendas  to Shela Blomker as soon as possible  

        so our Program Books can be made up before she leaves in early November for her winter trek. 

6. Hope UMW October 15th meeting will be a Social at 2:00 pm in Pocahontas' Fellowship Hall. 

7. Monday, October 26 at 9:00 am a SPIRITUAL GROWTH EVENT will be held in Marcus at Grace UMC. Reservations 

are to be made by Oct. 19th. Lunch will cost $7.00 and registration & coffee will be 8:30 - 9:00. Contact Dixie (335-

4032) by Oct. 18 if you plan to attend. 

8. Thank you Martha-Ruth Circle for presenting the Worship Table and Program (by Marcia) and the delightful lunch 

(by Judy B.) for our 6:00 pm UMW meeting Sept. 17th.  

Closing Thought: "Never forget how empty life would be without God, family and friends who love us."         

 

 God's Blessings - UMW Pres. Dixie  



Randy & Clara Barnhardt     10/15 

 

John & Martie Nedved  10/26 

 

Lindsey Hubbell 10/1 

Brad Cook  10/2 

Carol McLain 10/2 

Pam Radig  10/2 

Steve Woodin 10/2 

Kari Swanson 10/3 

Rachell Powers 10/4 

Bev Sorensen 10/5 

Rose Edge  10/5 

Vicki Kerns  10/5 

Doug Cook  10/7 

Jerri Arnold  10/7 

Elaine Cook  10/8 

Linda Carlsen 10/13 

Helen Henderson 10/14 

Dawn Gathers 10/16 

Halee Hauswirth 10/19 

Julie Waterman 10/20 

Dominic Johnson 10/20 

Jackie Boysen 10/24 

Martie Nedved 10/26 

Mike Loterbour  10/26 

Hollie Hubbell 10/27 

Bev Hopkins  10/28 

Dave Martens 10/28 

Shela Blomker 10/30 

 

Fun and fellowship enjoyed a wonderful afternoon on Sunday, September 13th 

when they attended the Sonshine Singers' Concert at Fort Dodge.  

Following the concert the fun and fellowship continued over supper in Humboldt.  

If you've never attended a Sonshine Singers' Concert, you can hear this 100 plus 

member, Christian group at their next concert in February 2016. They are awe-

some! 

Members celebrating Anniversaries & Birthdays!! 



Worship Attendance at Hope UMC 

DATE POCAHONTAS HAVELOCK PLOVER TOTAL 

September 6  70  34 104 

September 13   90  44 134 

September 20    116 88 28  

September 27    78 34  112 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS † 

Oct 4     Carol McLain     Greeter     

Oct 4   Donnie McLain   Greeter       

Oct 4   Mary Phillips    Liturgist  

Oct 4            Russ & Julie Waterman     CommStwd's        

Oct 4      Carol McCurdy    Fellowship   

Oct 4   Kathy & Keith Johnson  Fellowship 

Oct 11     Dixie Gottsch    Greeter 

Oct 11    Paula Clark     Greeter 

Oct 11   Brian Blomker     Liturgist   

Oct 11      Brian & Shela Blomker  Fellowship  

Oct 11   Bev Hopkins               Fellowship 

Oct 18                Terry Terrill    Greeter   

Oct 18    Judy Pursley     Greeter   

Oct 18   Dixie Gottsch    Greeter 

Oct 18    Judy Timan     Liturgist 

Oct 18   Leo & Carol Hallman   Fellowship 

Oct 18                   Allan Frevert     Fellowship   

Oct 25   Donna Hull    Greeter 

Oct 25       Ginger Ernst         Liturgis         

Oct 25         Donna Hudson       Fellowship 

Oct                Caroline Brown   Acolyte Poc 

Oct    Jocelyn Johnson   Acolyte Poc 

Oct                 Bob Reinhart    Usher Poc 

Oct   Allan Frevert    Usher Poc 

Oct   Leon Johnson    Usher Poc 

Oct   Terry Brisbois    Usher Poc 

Lectionary Scriptures 

Oct. 4 Job 1:1; 2:1-10, Psalm 26 or 25, Hebrews 1:1-4;2:5-12, Mark 10:2-16 

Oct. 11 Job 23:1-9, 16-17, Psalm 22:1-15, Hebrews 4:12-16, Mark 10:17-31 

Oct. 18 Job 38:1-7 (34-41), Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c, Hebrews 5:1-10, Mark 10:35-45   

Oct. 25 Job 42:1-6, 10-17, Psalm 34:1-8 (19-22), Hebrews 7:23-28,  


