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HOPE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 

 

Sunday 8:30 am - Havelock, 752 Dean Street 

Sunday 10:00 am - Pocahontas, 306 2nd Avenue NW 
 

 

Pastor Jerry Miller  email: pastorhopeumc@evertek.net 

cell Ph. 712-335-2273 

Church Office Mon.-Fri. Hours: 9:00-3:30pm 

email: hopeumc@evertek.net   Ph. 712-335-3663   Fax: 712-335-3406 

Keep in touch with Hope UMC:  hopeumcia.org 

Hope UMC—Pocahontas, Havelock & Plover 

 

**NEW FALL WORSHIP SCHEDULE** 

     BEGINNING SEPT. 4th   
 

   8:30 a.m. Havelock   

   752 Dean Street 
 

   10:00 a.m. Pocahontas   

   306 2nd Avenue NW 

 

NATIONAL BACK TO CHURCH 

SUNDAY 

Sunday, September 18th 

Please join us! 

UDMO WALK 

Sunday, Sept. 25th 

2-4 p.m.  
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Now’s the Time! 

Back to Church Sunday 
   Back to Church Sunday is coming up on Sunday, September 18th.   We will be 

having a special service specifically designed to welcome people back to church. 

Now is the time to start praying about who you will invite. Eight out of ten people 

say they are open to visiting church if invited. That’s powerful! Imagine how our 

community can be transformed if everyone here invited at least one person to 

come to church. 

   We will have an important message on this Sunday called “Now’s the Time,” 

that will inspire all of us to take the next step in our faith journey, no matter 

where each one of us is at in life. You won’t want to miss it! 

   We will have a time of Hospitality immediately following our service to help 

guests and members get to know each other. It will be FUN! This is something 

everyone can participate in. 

   This is the perfect opportunity to invite and bring your friends, family, neigh-

bors and co-workers with you to grow deeper in their faith, or perhaps to encoun-

ter God for the first time. 

   Like and Follow our church Facebook page:  

 Hope UMC-Pocahontas, Havelock & Plover         

 and our website: hopeumcia.org for more information. 

     ‘See you in worship. Bring your friends.    Pastor Jerry  



 

Called to Serve… 

     As members of Hope UMC we are all in covenant together to Faithfully Participate in the 

ministries of the church.  There are eight (8) primary Ministry Teams that all work together to 

accomplish the Mission of the Church to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 

of the world. Below are brief descriptions of the purpose of these Ministry Teams. 
 

Worship: works with the pastor and others to provide worship that focuses on God and helps 

people of all ages to grow in their relationship with God and be equipped for daily living as faith-

ful disciples in the world today. 
 

Education: works to provide opportunities for all ages to grow in their understanding of the gos-

pel and be equipped for daily living as faithful disciples in the world today.  
 

Outreach & Member Care: works with the congregation to welcome all people and care for all 

members to help them know and respond to the love of God in Christ as faithful disciples in the 

world today.   
 

Missions: works to provide opportunities for all ages to share God’s love through witness and 

service in the community and world to live as disciples transforming the world. 
 

Staff-Parish Relations: works to build a strong positive relationship between the pastor, staff 

and congregation so that the congregation makes disciples of Jesus Christ for the transfor-

mation of the world. 
 

Trustees: serve as Christian stewards to care for all local church property, buildings and equip-

ment to further the mission of the church to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transfor-

mation of the world.. 
 

Finance: proposes a budget, then raises, manages and distributes the financial resources of 

the congregation to support the mission of the church to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world.  
 

Nominations: identifies, nominates and evaluates Christian spiritual leadership so the congre-

gation can fulfill its mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the com-

munity and world. 

     Please let me or anyone on the Nominating Team know which Ministry Team you are 

Called to Serve with.  Thank you.   

 ‘See you at worship.  Pastor Jerry R. Miller 

335-3663  or email at:   pastorhopeumc@evertek.net       
 

Nominating Team: Mary Phillips, Tim cook, Gary Zhorne, Jack Gould, Donnie McLain, and 

Pastor Jerry Miller 

mailto:pastorhopeumc@evertek.net




JOY BELLS  

On September 14 the Joy Bells youth hand bell 

choir will begin practices at 3:30 pm.  The practices 

are held in the church chapel and last about an 

hour.  There are 11 members in the choir all of 

which are in 4th, 5th and 6th grades here at PAC and 

the Pocahontas Catholic School.  We enjoy being to-

gether and learning new things about another musical instrument.   

The other great thing about this group is that it is ecumenical and we enjoy work-

ing together throughout the year.  We hope we are ready to ring for JOY in wor-

ship later in October.  Watch for that date in the bulletin and newsletter. 

HOPE 

UMC 

FIRST FREE SATURDAY SUPPER 

Saturday ~ October 1, 2016 
Serving from 5 - 6 p.m. 

At HOPE UMC, Pocahontas Center 

There will be many opportunities to help     

prepare, serve and clean-up. 

Watch for the clipboards in worship 

Or call 712-335-3663 



Save the Date 

Monday, September 26, 7 pm 

Pocahontas Center 

An evening with Jane & Larry Kies 

who will share about their work at Africa University 

in Zimbabwe, southern Africa. 
 

Jane and Larry are United Methodist missionaries with the General Board of Global Minis-
tries.  Jane is teaching Intensive English to students from non-English-speaking countries.  
Larry, a native of the Jesup, Iowa area, is a technical advisor to the Africa University Farm. 

 

Come and hear their story. 

              

Adult Sunday School Class Resumes 

          Sunday, Sept. 11th  
 

Coffee & goodies @ 8:45   

Class begins @ 9:00 

Friendship Room - Downstairs 
 

“Lord, Change My Attitude” by James MacDonald 
 

God cares deeply about our attitude, and chances are our attitude could use 

some adjustment!   Even in the best of circumstances, a good attitude does not 

come naturally. But we can replace complaining with thanksgiving, covetousness 

with contentment, criticism with love, and adjust our attitude to one that honors 

Him. This 11-week DVD study, based on the Israelites' journey out of Egypt, 

shows how our attitude can keep us in the wilderness or allows us to enjoy the 

blessings of our promised land.  
 

This study is clear, inspiring, and packs a punch!  It’s not about a quick fix, and 

may challenge us if we are unwilling to change.  So, grab a friend and  join us as 

we learn to shift from “stinkin’ thinkin” to an attitude of gratitude:  an inside-out 

attitude adjustment!  Hope to see you there! 

Change our attitude—Change our life! 



 

 

 

Lectionary Scriptures 
 

Sept. 4  Jeremiah 18:1-11, Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18, Philemon 1-21, Luke 14:25-33   
 

Sept. 11 Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28, Psalm 14, 1 Timothy 1:12-17, Luke 15:1-10 
 

Sept. 18 Jeremiah 8:18-9:1, Psalm 79:1-9 or Psalm 4, 1 Timothy 2:1-7, Luke 16:1-13 
 

Sept. 25 Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15, Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16, 1 Timothy 6:6-19,  Luke 16:19-31 
 

Oct. 2 Lamentations 1:1-6, Psalm 137, 2 Timothy 1:1-14, Luke 17:5-10 

Floyd & Theo Nielsen     9/1 
Nicki & Rob Bunda     9/4 
Brandon & Nicole Arnold    9/6 
 

Bryan & Melissa Rahn    9/16 
Bob & Joan Reinhart      9/18 

Randy Fosburgh  9/1 

Tonya Speer   9/1 

Jean Hartsock  9/2 

Bernice Hiatt  9/3 

Linda Arnold  9/3 

Kyndra McCutcheon   9/5 

Rob Freeburg  9/7 

Sharyn Cook   9/8 

Karen Boyd   9/10 

Steve Hopkins  9/10 

Lesli Ernst   9/11 

Leon Johnson  9/12 

LaVon Beneke  9/13 

Russ Waterman  9/16 

Sharon Hauswirth  9/17 

Marge Spear  9/17 

Morgan Peters  9/18 

George Anderson  9/19 

Alayna Kakacek  9/20 

Brandon Gathers  9/25 

Roger Hauswirth  9/26 

Jacob Ferguson  9/26 

Larry Peterson  9/27 

Moe Allen   9/28 

Alan Hauswirth  9/30 

Jeremy Boysen  9/30 



WORSHIP ASSISTANTS † 

 Sept. 4     Judy Timan    Liturgist     
 Sept. 4    VOLUNTEERS    Fellowship 
 Sept. 4    Don & Linda Ferguson  Comm. Stw'd 
 Sept. 11    Elaine Cook     Liturgist   
 Sept. 11    Don Ayers     Fellowship 
 Sept. 11    Dixie Gottsch   Fellowship  
 Sept. 18     Mary Phillips    Liturgist 
 Sept. 18     Don & Carol McLain  Fellowship 
 Sept. 18    Donna Hudson   Fellowship 
 Sept. 25    Judy Pursley    Liturgist  
 Sept. 25    Walt & Mary Phillips  Fellowship 
 Sept. 25    Ginger Ernst    Fellowship   
 Sept.      Riley Hopkins   Acolyte Poc 
 Sept.       Hannah Grothaus   Acolyte Poc 
 Sept.       Leo Hallman    Usher Poc 
 Sept.       Scott Ernst    Usher Poc 
 Sept.       Chris Radig    Usher Poc 
 Sept.       Don Ferguson   Usher Poc 
 Sept. Greeters -  
         north door: Bob & Joan Reinhart - (1-3); Betty Abrahamson (4)   
        south door: Melissa Rahn 
         east door: Don & Carol McLain 
         west door: Pat Nelson (when SS resumes) 
 
              

 

DATE POCAHONTAS HAVELOCK PLOVER TOTAL 

July 31 63 one  service 63 

Aug. 7 59  26 85 

Aug. 14 85  32 117 

Aug. 21 90  26 116 

Aug. 28 88  32 120 

Worship Attendance at Hope UMC 



Leadership Team Meeting 

August 11, 2016 

Place: Pocahontas Center, 7:00 pm 

 

Attendance:  Pastor Jerry, Chris Radig, Melissa Rahn,  Ray Timan, Carol Hallman, Elaine Cook, 

Dixie Gottsch, Linda Ferguson, Carol McCurdy, Donnie McLain,  Shela Blomker and Judy Purs-

ley. 
 

Chris called the meeting to order. For devotions, Pastor Jerry read Romans 12:1-2 from The 

Message followed with a prayer. Minutes were read silently and Ray asked for a correction to 

the statement that there were more retirements than active clergy.  Pastor said the statement 

was correct, but it was decided to clarify it by saying that there are more retired than active 

clergy.  Elaine made the motion to approve the minutes as corrected. Sheila seconded. They 

were approved as corrected.  

A Treasurer’s Report was given by Chris. Offerings are down by $450. Our total budget expens-

es are down this year from last year. We have $7911 cash on hand.  The Trustees expenses are 

down $8,000+ from last year. Chris made the motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report and    

Donnie seconded. Motion carried. The endowment fund needs the quarterly statement up-

date. 

It was decided that the Soup and Pie Supper will be on Nov. 2nd from 4:30-7:00p.m. The cost is 

$7 for adults and $4 for children.  The Stewardship campaign will be from Oct. 30 - Nov. 20. 

Team leaders turn in your completed next year budgets to Melissa so she can get them put 

into a 2017 budget recommendation. Charge Conference is in Emmetsburg on Oct. 9. Pastor 

showed us the form that needs to be filled out for it. Input is needed from the Leadership 

Team. 

Ministry Team Reports: 
 

Worship Team: Carol H. said that choir practice will begin Aug. 31.   Promotion Sunday is Sept. 

11.  Worship times change on Sept.4. They will be 8:30a.m. in Havelock and 10:00 a.m. for the 

Pocahontas Center.  

Education Team:  Pastor gave the report for Moira. He said that we went from 13 campers last 

year to 18 this year.  Sunday school starts Sept.11 at 9:00a.m. 

  



Outreach Team: Elaine said that Back to Church Sunday will be Sept 18. We are to invite and 

bring someone to church with us. 
 

Missions Team: Dixie reported that we will be having a meeting to finalize lunch plans for 

Jane and Larry Kies. They will be here on Sept 26 in the evening. Bags for Ingathering Kits are 

being made. People are bringing the supplies to fill them. School supplies are also needed by 

UDMO. The Mobile Food Pantry is Sept. 21 from 4:30-6pm. Rockwell City is doing Samaritan’s 

Purse which may be something we can do also. Pastor reminded us that the Walk for UDMO is 

Sept.25 and the Ingathering is Nov. 5 in Cherokee.  
 

SPRC:  Linda reported that they will meet next week. 
 

UMW:  Shela said that on Aug. 3 six people (2 from Plover and 4 from Pocahontas) went to 

work at Bidwell in Des Moines. They will take hotel travel size shampoos, conditioners, etc. 

The nominating committee is working on preparing a slate of officers. 
 

Pastor said it is nomination season and to be thinking about what  Ministry Teams we want to 

serve on and let him know. He had us look at the brochure Chaos, Solitude, and Communi-

ty.  This gives information on two 3-Day Retreats at Wesley Woods in Indianola, IA. They will 

be held the end of October.  We have one person already signed up to  attend. Pastor asked us 

to pray about it and that scholarships are available to help with the cost. We looked at an arti-

cle from The Ft.  Dodge Messenger on Aug 6 entitled, “Bishop: It’s a trend” calling attention to 

the paragraph that said some smaller churches don’t reach out and those are the ones that 

close. He mentioned a couple of coffee houses they saw on the mission trip and thought that 

we could do something like that. Carol H. said that she would like us to provide a free dinner 

for the    community after the football game. Several liked that idea. Then we talked about the 

Paint a Piano project and are going to use one of our  pianos for it with Joan and Shela spear-

heading the painting. 
 

Next meeting will be on Sept 15, 2016 at 7:00pm 

Donnie closed the meeting in prayer. 

 

Submitted by Judy Pursley 

Leadership Team Secretary 



 

Please join us at the Pocahontas Center on Sunday, September 11th as we kick off 

our Sunday School year! Sunday School will begin at 9 a.m. We will meet up in the 

Fellowship Hall for donuts and juice before we head downstairs to our classrooms. All 

children and adult students are welcome! Join us upstairs for church at 10 a.m. 

where we will be presenting the 2015-2016 Attendance Awards and Bibles to our new 

3rd graders! Hope to see you all there for this fun and important day for our students!!!  

 

P.S. We would like to also thank you for helping your child/children support the Day 

camp School Supply Mission Project during our Day Camp. Your generosity allowed 

us to provide the following school supplies to Upper Des Moines: 
 

 10 back packs     10 Fiskars scissors 

 3 adult scissors     8 composition notebooks 

 24 spiral notebooks    40 pocket folders 

 12 erasers      5  24ct. pencils 

 6 sets of markers     4  12ct. colored pencils 

 4 rulers      2  3ct. highlighters 

 4 earbuds      4  7ct. glue sticks 

 4 calculators     4  10ct. pens 
 

Thank you again for serving Jesus and others  

with your generosity!!! 
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Library Selections for September 

Parenting can be a daunting task, and there are many 

books available on the subject.  Below are four Chris-

tian options that are offered in the HUMC Pocahontas   

Center library: 

 

Courageous Parenting  by Jack and Deb Graham  

 

Bringing Up Kids Without Tearing Them Down  by Dr. Kevin Leman 

 

Parent Talk:  Straight Answers to the Questions that Rattle Moms and Dads                  

 by Dr. Kevin Leman and Randy Carlson 

 

The New Dare to Discipline  by Dr. James Dobson 

 

Let’s all put our youth AND their parents on our prayer list!! 

SONSHINE SINGERS 
coming 

Sunday, September 11, 4 pm 

Fort Dodge Middle School  

Meet at the church – 2:30 pm to pool rides.  

Eat out in Humboldt afterwards 

September FUN & FELLOWSHIP 



    

    September Activities 

   

 

Altar flowers: Charity Circle 
Serving Committee: #1 (Dixie Gottsch & Martie Nedved) 
Bible Verse: Joshua 24:15 - "Choose today whom you will serve... but as for me and my fami-
ly we will serve the Lord." 
 

Upcoming Events:  

   Thursday, Sept. 1st - 9am at church, Charity Circle program - Judy  Timan 

   Thursday, Sept. 1st - 7pm Truth Circle, Hostess: Mona Zhorne 

      Co-Hostess: Julie Waterman - Program: Carol Hallman 

   Wednesday, Sept. 14th - 1:30pm Peace Circle, Program: Audrey  

      Simonson - Fill My Cup Offering 

   Thursday, Sept. 15th - 2pm at church - UMW Meeting / Charity Circle 

      Program: speaker from CAASA 

   Saturday, Sept. 24th - at Laurens, IA: NW District Meeting - will hold  election of officers 

 

Through our participation in United Methodist Women we contribute to the support of 

three national mission institutions located in Iowa -- $1 to each per UMW member.  This 

month our focus is Bidwell Riverside Center.   
 

Bidwell-Riverside Center is located on the southeast side of Des Moines and has been serv-

ing people in poverty since 1893. Each August volunteers from Hope UMW go to Bidwell and 

volunteer for a day.  We work in the distribution center that provides families with food, 

clothing, and household items.  The food is provided primarily through the Des Moines Area 

Religious Council.  Families can obtain a three-day supply of basic food items once every cal-

endar month.  Good quality clothing items are available for free (up to 15 items per month, 

per family member).  In addition, any gently used household items received are available as 

well.  Bidwell Riverside also provides a comprehensive education and daycare program for 

children 24 months - 5 years.   


