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HOPE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 

Sunday 8:30am - Havelock, 752 Dean Street 

              9:00am - Sunday School - Pocahontas 

              10:00am - Pocahontas, 306 2nd Avenue NW 

              3:45pm - Plover - Wednesday School - 202 Smith Street                              
 

Church Office Mon.-Fri. Hours: 9:00-3:30pm 

email: hopeumc@evertek.net   Ph. 712-335-3663    

Fax: 712-335-3406 

Keep in touch with Hope UMC:  hopeumcia.org 

Hope UMC—Pocahontas, Havelock & Plover 

 

 REMEMBER THE FOOD PANTRY! 

the 2nd Sunday of  every month is                  

Food Pantry Sunday 

***New Fall Schedule*** 

Please make plans to join us  

during September: 

8:30am - Havelock Center 

9:00am - Sunday School-Poc. 

10:00am - Pocahontas Center 

3:45pm - Wed. School-Plover 

We hope to see you there!  

Sept. 10th - at the  

Pocahontas Center - Juice  

and donuts will be served before Sun-

day School (begins at 9am) in the  

Fellowship Hall. Please join us for 

worship at 10:00am!! 
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On September 6th the Joy Bells youth hand bell choir will 

begin practices at 3:30 pm.  The practices are held in the 

church chapel and last about an hour.  There are 11 members 

in the choir all of which are in 4th, 5th and 6th grades here at 

PAC and the Pocahontas Catholic School.  We enjoy being 

together and learning new things about another musical in-

strument.  The other great thing about this group is that it is 

ecumenical and we enjoy working together throughout the year.  We hope we are 

ready for a performance in church later in October.  Watch for that date in the bul-

letin and newsletter. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

HUMC library has 12 Joyce Meyer books— 

Here’s a sample… 

How to Hear From God:  Learn to Know His Voice 

and Make the Right Decisions  

By Joyce Meyer 

 

In the hustle and bustle of today's busy world, sometimes 

it's hard enough to hear yourself think, much less take a 

minute to stop and listen for the voice of God. But learn-

ing to recognize God's voice and the many ways in which 

He speaks is vital for following His plan and enjoying the happy, confident life 

that's in store for you. Joyce Meyer will show you how God reaches out to people 

every day, seeking to bless them with His guidance and love. She reveals the ways 

in which God delivers His Word, and the benefits of asking God for a greater abil-

ity to hear His voice. Joyce asks the question, "Are you listening?" and shares 

practical ways how you can do just that! 

Synopsis courtesy of Barnes and Noble.com 
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UMW news:    

Bible verse for September:   

Psalm 46:10 - “Be still, and know  

that I am God!”  NRSV 

 

What a good reminder for us as the busy fall schedule starts!  Fall is such a beauti-

ful time of year that we need to take in the splendor of God’s handiwork as we go 

about our day to day activities.  Take time each day to give thanks to God and to 

listen for his quiet voice. 

 

Summer sure flew by in a hurry!  On August 2, four UMW members went to Bid-

well-Riverside for a mission work day.  Now that we are looking ahead to Septem-

ber remember to check your UMW book for upcoming circle meetings.   

On September 21 there will be a UMW Noon Luncheon.  Truth circle will be in 

charge of the planning and meal prep.  Hope that everyone can join us.  Feel free to 

come over your lunch break and leave as you need to get back to work.   

September 22 will be the NW District Annual Meeting at 1st UMC of LeMars.   

 

Remember to make up School and Health Kits.  Bring them to the church and 

leave the money for postage and toothpaste with Melissa in the office. 

 

     The UMW has purchased new at-

tendance folders for the Pocahontas 

sanctuary and also several pans for the 

kitchen with a monetary gift in memory 

of  Myrtle Saylor. 

     A big thank you to Myrtle's daughters, Beverly and Bea. 



Time to Step it Up!! 

Our interim Pastor Kris Frank shared that often churches get 

too complacent and comfortable with their status quo.  This 

often tends to make us “less than willing” to step out and see what blessings God 

really has in store for us.  As our church goes through this transitional time, let us 

be sure not to miss the blessings that God has already shared: 

1.  Our new Pastor Elijah – – obviously Satan is trying to derail the Word of God! 

2.  Our interim Pastor Kris – – obviously God always has a temporary back-up 

plan! 

3.  Our church family – – what a blessing it has been this summer to get to know 

our ENTIRE church family on a much better level!  Isn’t it amazing how Satan 

can plant seeds of frustration while God can use those very seeds as a bless-

ing!  Is He good or what?! 

4. Our current reality:  We can either sit back and do nothing (Satan’s plan) or we 

can STEP OUT in faith and be the disciples that Christ has called us to be!  Let’s 

rise to the challenge and be intentional on visiting our church family – – and 

not “PRESUME” that someone else will do it.  Let us STEP OUT and listen to 

our family’s needs and concerns, and pray with and for them.  Do you know 

who is missing among us?  Have you taken time to call and let them know that 

they are missed?   Jesus set the example with the parable of the Lost Coin, 

which is found in Luke 15:8–10.   Are we being that diligent with our very own 

church members?  Who is God laying on your 

heart to call and visit? 

So, let’s challenge ourselves to get out of our comfort 

zone, and step it up to minister to our church family.  

Together, if we are willing to follow God’s lead and lis-

ten to His plan, we will come out even stronger and 

better.  Now, that’s called stepping out in faith!                      
 ~ The Outreach Ministry Team 



                           ANNIVERSARIES     AND              BIRTHDAYS 

 

Lectionary Scriptures 
 

Sept 3 Exodus 3:1-15, Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c, Romans 12:9-21,  Matthew 16:21-28 

Sept 10 Exodus 12:1-14, Psalm 149 or Psalm 148, Romans 13:8-14, Matthew 18:15-20 

Sept 17 Exodus 14:19-31, Exodus 15:1b-11, 20-21, Romans 14:1-12, Matthew 18:21-35 

Sept 24 Exodus 16:2-15, Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 or Psalm 78, Philippians 1:21-30, Matthew 20:1-16 

Oct 1 Exodus 17:1-7, Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16, Philippians 2:1-13, Matthew 21:23-32 

 Floyd & Theo Nielsen   9/1 

 Nicki & Rob Bunda    9/4 

 Brandon & Nicole Arnold   9/6 

 Bryan & Melissa Rahn   9/16 

 Bob & Joan Reinhart   9/18 

 Randy Fosburgh  9/1 

 Tonya Speer   9/1 

 Ann Harrison          9/2 

 Jean Hartsock  9/2 

 Berniece Hiatt  9/3 

 Linda Arnold  9/3 

 Ally Ernst               9/5 

 Kyndra McCutcheon   9/5 

 Taytum Davidson   9/6 

 Rob Freeburg  9/7 

 Sharyn Cook   9/8 

 Karen Boyd   9/10 

 Steve Hopkins  9/10 

 Lesli Ernst   9/11 

 

 

 

 Leon Johnson  9/12 

 LaVon Beneke  9/13 

 Russ Waterman  9/16 

 Sharon Hauswirth  9/17 

 Marge Spear  9/17 

 Morgan Peters  9/18 

 George Anderson  9/19 

 Alayna Kakacek  9/20 

 Brandon Gathers  9/25 

 Roger Hauswirth  9/26 

 Jacob Ferguson  9/26 

 Larry Peterson  9/27 

 Alan Hauswirth  9/30 

 Jeremy Boysen  9/30 

 

 

 



 

Adult Sunday School Class resumes 

Sept. 10th - Friendship Room  

8:45—coffee & goodies;   

9:00—class begins 
  

 You are invited to come to the adult Sunday School Class, which will resume 
on Sunday, Sept. 10th.   We will gather at 8:45 for coffee and goodies, and class 
will start promptly at 9:00 a.m. downstairs in the Friendship Room.  (at the 
bottom of the stairs under the kitchen!) 

 We will begin with an  8 week series by Chip Ingram entitled “The Real God:  
How He longs for You to See Him.”  The series is about a deep sense of unease in 
our rapidly changing world.  We all know something has been lost but don’t know 
why or where it all leads.  Popular culture says it’s all about me - - that the end 
justifies the means, that love means self-satisfaction, that status and appearance 
are what count.  And this ultimately self-destructive perspective has thoroughly 
infiltrated the church as confusion replaces conviction. 

 Our distorted view of God is at the root of all of our problems.  We’ve creat-
ed a god in our minds who only faintly resembles the God of Scripture.  These 
mental idols comfort our emotions, but they are powerless to deliver us from evil 
or transform our lives.  The way back, the path of hope, starts with knowing God 
for who He really is. 

 So, grab a friend, and come and join us!  We “HOPE” to see you there!  To-
gether, we can  learn to see God in a whole new light! 

 

 

FREE SATURDAY SUPPER 
Saturday ~ September 30, 2017 

Serving from 5 - 6:30 p.m. 

At HOPE UMC, Pocahontas Center 

There will be many opportunities to help 
prepare,  

serve and clean-up. 

Watch for the clipboard in worship 



WORSHIP ASSISTANTS † 

Sept 3     Judy Pursley     Liturgist   

Sept 3     VOLUNTEERS    Fellowship   

Sept 10        Brian & Shela Blomker   Communion Stwd's 

Sept 10     Donnie McLain    Liturgist 

Sept 10     Don Ayers & Dixie Gottsch  Fellowship 

Sept 17     Karen Boyd     Liturgist 

Sept 17     Don & carol McLain   Fellowship 

Sept 17     Russ & Julie Waterman   Fellowship 

Sept 24     Carol McLain    Liturgist   

Sept 24               John & Martie Nedved   Fellowship 

Sept 24    Ginger Ernst     Fellowship 

Sept     Caleb Freeburg    Acolyte Poc 

Sept      Bobby Ernst     Acolyte Poc 

Sept         Leo Hallman    Usher Poc 

Sept     Scott & Meghan Ernst   Usher Poc 

Sept     Chris & Pam Radig    Usher Poc 

Sept     Don & Linda Ferguson   Usher Poc 

Sept Greeters -     

   north door: Brad & Angie Cook family 

   south door: Donnie & Carol McLain   

   east door: Bryan & Melissa Rahn family 

   west door: Dixie Gottsch (when SS resumes) 
                 

 

 

DATE 

 

POCAHONTAS 

 

OFFERING 

HAVELOCK 

PLOVER 

 

TOTAL 

July 30 79 1,897  79 

Aug 6 68 4,249  68 

Aug 13 71 3,165  71 

Aug 20 86 2,377  86 

Aug 27 77 1,378  77 

Worship Attendance at Hope UMC 



Please join us at the Pocahontas Center on Sunday, 

September 10th as we kick off our Sunday School 

year!!   

Sunday School will begin at 9a.m.  

We will meet up in the Fellowship Hall for donuts 

and juice before we head downstairs to our classrooms.  All children and adult stu-

dents are welcome!!  Join us upstairs for church at 10a.m. where we will be presenting 

the 2016-2017 Attendance Awards, as well as Bibles to our new 3rd graders!  Hope to 

see you all there for this fun and important day for our students!!!!  

 

PS.  We received a nice thank you note from Upper Des Moines thanking our VBS Day 

campers and congregation for donating $178 for them to purchase notebooks, folders, 

markers, pencils, and backpacks for children in our communities.  Your generosity is 

greatly appreciated by the Education Team, as well as Upper Des Moines.  

  

UDMO Food Pantry Sunday 

September 10, 2017 
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Upper Des Moines Opportunity, Inc. 

Helping People ~ Changing Lives 
Pocahontas County Hunger Walk 

Sunday, Sept. 24, 2 p.m. 
 

 •  All funds raised stay in Pocahontas County 

 •  Funds help keep the UDMO Food Pantry stocked 

      •  Funds are especially needed to purchase perishable foods,                     
      esp. meat and dairy products. 

     •  In July, UDMO served 118 Pocahontas County  

     households; in June, 150 households!! 
 

Walkers, meet at 1:45 p.m. at Hope United Methodist Church.  Packets are availa-
ble in the church office. 
 

To donate, make checks payable to Hope UMC/UDMO Walk 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

***Save the Date*** 

Next Mobile Pantry 

Wednesday, Sept. 27, 2017 

4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.  

At the Expo Center 

Pocahontas, IA 

***Save the Date*** 
 



Leadership Team Meeting  

August 20,  2017 @ 7:00 pm 

Attendance: Chris Radig, Melissa Rahn, Allan Frevert,  Donnie McLain, Carol Hallman, Elaine 

Cook, Moira Hopkins, Carol McCurdy, Linda Ferguson, Kathy Johnson,. Judy Timan, Vickie 

Kerns and Judy Pursley 

Chris opened the meeting with a prayer. Minutes stood as had been printed in the newsletter. 

 

Allan reported that we received $17,303.02 in offerings for July.  The 2016YTD was 

$121,328.76. This YTD is $116,320.29 which is $5,008.47 less than last year.  Our paid expens-

es are down because we aren't paying all of our bills. We are not current on our apportion-

ments, the Kies, and Camp Scholarships.   We have $6,084.39 cash in the Budget Account.  It 

was decided to borrow  $1500.00 from Soup and Pie Line Item to add to it and pay part of our 

pass due apportionments, Camp Scholarships and the Kies. Vickie reported that they made 

about $1,200.00 after expenses at RAGBRAI. Allan made a motion to accept the budget. Carol 

M. seconded. The motion carried.   

 

Linda reported that Kris Frank will supply the pulpit thru August. She said that Tom Carver 

would like to see Kris Frank get $150 per Sunday, instead of the $75.00 budgeted.  This is be-

cause she is an ordained pastor. We are already over the line item amount that was budgeted 

for the year and will be over even more before we have our own pastor functioning as 

one.  One week from tonight SPRC will meet with Tom Carver at 6:30 pm to discuss the situa-

tion. They need to supply us with an interim pastor of some sort.There will be a special 

meeting  afterwards at 7:30 pm for the Leadership team to work on the Covenant.  Worship 

and Sunday School times were discussed as we maybe having only one service past Septem-

ber. No decision was made.  

Team Reports: 

Worship:  Carol H. reported that they met with Elijah in July. 

Education:  Moira said that they will meet next Monday Night. 

Outreach:  Elaine said that they met last night and that we need to trust God. As a church we 

need to step up.  Her team of five people can't do it all. 

 



 Team Reports continued: 

 

Mission:  Judy T. told us that once again this year we are a gathering point for  The UDMO 

Walk. We don't have Jessica to go around and get pledges from us this year.  We need to sup-

port this. The Saturday Supper is Aug. 26. In-gathering is Nov- 4. 

UMW: Judy T reported that the next meeting wil be a Luncheon on Sept, 21.  

 

Prayer concerns for Joy Martens were expressed. Darla Johnson returned home. 

 

An article entitled 8 Strategic Decisions a Church Needs to Make to Reach the Unchurched 

was handed out. 

Donnie closed with a prayer. 

Submitted by  

Judy Pursley 

Leadership Team Secretary 

 

 

 

 

Safe-T Home Update 

 
We have received $6,484  
towards our 2017 goal of $7,000 
for a Safe-T Home in Haiti.   
 
  “We are well on our way to com-
pleting our goal.  Thank you for 
your continued support of this 
project.”  

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Kits need to be turned in by October 25th to be checked and readied for the 2017 Thanksgiving Ingathering, 
November 4th.  Please follow the guidelines (July & August Messenger) carefully.  There will be plenty of 
school bags.  Place your kits in the boxes provided. 

THANK YOU! 
 

KIT CONTENTS – SAVE AND TAKE SHOPPING WITH YOU 
 

SCHOOL KIT – (Value: $11.00 + $2 shipping)  School kits provide tools for education which changes lives.  

In countries where children don’t have books, school supplies or classrooms, a school kit may be their only 
educational resource. 
 

3 Notebooks, approx. 8 1/2 x 11 wide ruled (210 to 250 sheets total) 

     spiral or bound, use permanent marker to cover US flag 

1 pair blunt-end scissors (metal blades) 

1 hand-held pencil sharpener (no 1”) 

1 30-cm metric ruler  

6 unsharpened pencils  

1 2 ½” eraser 

1 box of 24 (only 24) crayons, use permanent marker to cover US flag 

1 14"x16" cloth bag—Bags will be available 

Place items sideways in bag and fold over top so loose items don’t fall out. 

 

HEALTH KIT – (Value: $12.00 + $1 for toothpaste and $2 shipping) 

1 new hand towel (15” x 25” up to 17” x 27” 

1 new washcloth 

1 large sturdy comb (not pocket-sized) 

1 nail file or fingernail clippers – no emery boards or toenail clippers 

1 bath-sized soap – in wrapper.  No Ivory or Jergens soap  

1 toothbrush – adult size only.  Do not remove packaging 

6 adhesive bandages – 3/4 inch  



 

?? What really matters in life? 

Where will you spend eternity? 

What do you think is necessary to get to heaven? 

Find out the answers to these questions (and more)                        

in the Friendship Room (west door)  

beginning Sept. 12th at 1:30 p.m. Welcome! 

 

     Adult Fellowship is planning to attend The 

Sonshine Singers concert on Sunday, Sept. 10th 

at 4:00 p.m. in Decker Auditorium, Fort Dodge. 

Keith and Kathy Johnson will be a part of the 

program! Tentative plans are to carpool from 

the church at 2:30 pm and supper will be at Mil-

ler's Landing, Humboldt, after the concert. 
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