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HOPE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF  

POCAHONTAS COUNTY, IOWA 
 

Sunday 8:30am - Plover, 202 Smith Street 

             10:30am - Pocahontas, 306 2nd Avenue NW 
               
  

Pastor Kris Frank Cell: 712-577-2630   email: kristine.frank@iaumc.net 

Church Office Mon.-Fri. Hours: 9:00-3:30pm 

email: hopeumc@evertek.net   Ph. 712-335-3663 Fax: 712-335-3406 

Keep in touch with Hope UMC:  hopeumcia.org 

Hope UMC—Pocahontas, Havelock & Plover 

Newsletter Changing 

This will be our last paper newsletter.  Please make sure the office has your correct 

email address in order to have your newsletter emailed directly to your inbox.  The 

savings in paper, copier fees, and postage will be approximately $800 per year.  The 

newsletter will also be available on our website www.hopeumcia.org.  If you are una-

ble to access the newsletter electronically, please contact Pastor Kris Frank and we 

will find a solution together. 

       With much regret and heartache,  

  the Plover Center will be closing.   

 

  A final farewell service will be held 

  on September 2nd at 10:30 a.m.    





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE  The DATE 

 

What:  Phil and Pam Morgan in Concert   

 

When:  Sunday, August 26th 

 

Where:  One combined service @ Pocahontas at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Free will offering will be taken 
 

** Mark your calendars and invite your friends and neighbors  to this great  worship  

concert!   Check out their website:     

 https://www.philandpammorgan.com/ 

 

The Dates are set for our new Church Directory! 
 

When:  Photographers will be at Hope on September 11—14
th

 to take             

our pictures in preparation for our new directory. 
 

Who:  We need YOU!  Save the dates above! 
 

Why:  Because it’s been seven years since our 

last one!  Each family will receive a free 8 x 10 

and a directory.  Additional pictures may be      

purchased.  [There is no cost to the church for the 

new directories.]   

If you would like to help gather information, make 

appointments, or assist on photography days, 

please contact Elaine Cook or Pastor Kris Frank.   
 

There is even an app that we can use on our 

phones for easy access!  How cool is that??? 



 

     

From the HUMC library:   

The Source of My Strength    

by Charles Stanley 

For those who grieve, Christ offers comfort. For those who struggle, 

Christ offers rest. For those overcome by pain, Christ offers hope and 

healing. To those who carry emotional burdens too large for them to bear, Christ offers his 

strength. 
 

This selection will be on display in the Book Nook in August. 

synopsis courtesy of Amazon.com In The Source of My Strength, Dr. Charles Stanley talks honestly about his own journey 

through emotional pain and points readers toward the wellspring of strength. He shares his own experiences with grief 

and shows readers how to overcome the pain, understand the burdens, confront memories, and discover the courage 

and strength to live freely in God's love for them. Written from the heart, The Source of My Strength is one of Dr. Stan-

leys most personal and triumphant books. 

Final call for all Cookie Bakers! 

 

The  Outreach Team  needs your helpl  We are looking 

for three to four (or more!) people who are willing to bake 

a “welcome” gift for our first time guests. This can be 

cookies, to muffins, to your favorite item to bake and 

share!  Our goal is to deliver a homemade treat to our 

guests by the following Tuesday/Wednesday after they 

have visited Hope UMC. Once we have our team of bak-

ers, we will contact you either the Sunday they visit or by the Monday afterwards.  

We would take a plate of 6-12 cookies/muffins/etc to our guests depending on the 

size of their family.  Thanks to those who have already agreed to help! 

 

And, if baking isn’t your thing, we still need our entire church family’s help to not only 

make our guest feel welcome at worship, but to also reach out and greet them again 

- - wherever you run into them in the community.  And… don’t forget to invite them 

back to worship again!   After all, it’s always easier to come when you know there’s 

a friend waiting for you!    



Lectionary Scriptures 
 

Aug 5 2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a, Psalm 51:1-12, Ephesians 4:1-16,  John 6:24-35 

Aug 12 2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33, Psalm 130, Ephesians 4:25-5:2,  John 6:35, 41-51 

Aug 19 1 Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14, Psalm 111, Ephesians 5:15-20,  John 6:51-58 

Aug 26 1 Kings 8:1, 6, 10-11, 22-30, 41-43, Psalm 84, Ephesians 6:10-20,   John 6:56-69 

Sept 2 Song of Solomon 2:8-13, Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9 or Psalm 72,  James 1:17-27, Mark 7:1-8, 

 14-15, 21-23 

Roger & Audrey Simonson 8/1 

Roger & Terrie Allen  8/2 

George & Tonya Anderson 8/9  

Alex & Hollie Radig   8/10 

 Nick & Rachel Kerns  8/16 

 John & Karen Boyd   8/21 

 Brad & Angie Cook   8/21 

Wyatt Rahn       8/1 

Casey Leeper      8/4 

John Nedved   8/4 

Garrett Rahn      8/4 

Duanne Barth   8/8 

Harlan Edge    8/9 

Mona Zhorne   8/9 

Amanda Davis   8/10 

Cody Rahn       8/10 

Tracy Grothaus   8/17 

 

 

 

 

        

Azzia Hotovec   8/18 

Abby Minkler      8/19 

Danny Hauswirth   8/20 

Scott Ernst    8/21 

Julie Cook        8/22 

Theo Nielsen   8/26 

Gene Sandy      8/28 

Brock Hubbell   8/29 

Sylvia Harms   8/31 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiEo7WmkJXcAhUFQK0KHersAHMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fjose.mulinohouse.co%2Fand-happy-birthday%2F&psig=AOvVaw1JauXmlbGbE3NYvDWmfb0Z&ust=1531332087380310


Thanksgiving Ingathering – Lots of changes so please read carefully.   

Only school kits and hygiene kits are being collected. 

UMCOR is no longer accepting cloth school bags.  School kits are to be placed in a 2-gallon plastic 
bag.  Contents are the same with the exception of adding one pack of loose-leaf paper. 

 • One pair blunt scissors (no plastic blades) 

 • One box of 24 crayons 

 • Three one-subject notebooks (usually 70 sheets) 

     No composition books or 5-subject notebooks 

 • One pack of loose-leaf paper  (new item) 

    100-200 page packets are acceptable 

  Wide or college rule accepted 

 • One hand-held pencil sharpener 

  1-inch or longer 

 • One ruler 12 inches or 30 cm long 

 • Six unsharpened pencils 

 • One eraser 2-inches or longer 

Stack all paper items on top of each other.  Place all loose items on top of paper.  Small loose items 
may be placed in a smaller re-sealable bag.  Place kit inside of 2-gallon re-sealable bag and seal. 

 

The Hygiene Kits have just a few changes that are highlighted. 

 • One hand towel (15x25 – 17x27 inches) 

  No kitchen, cleaning or microfiber towels 

 • One washcloth 

 • One comb – Sturdy with at least 6 inches of teeth 

 • One toenail or fingernail clipper – No metal nail files 

 • Bath-size soap  

  No Ivory or Jergen’s soap 

  Do not remove from packaging 

• One adult toothbrush – Do not remove from packaging 

 • 10 adhesive bandages (3/4 by 3 inches) 

  (number is up from 6 in previous years) 

Place items in one-gallon size re-sealable bag. 

 

We are still asked that all items are new and the contents of kits not be imprinted with cartoon 

characters, advertisements, religious, patriotic, military or camouflage symbols. 

Bingo prizes for the Saturday Night Suppers – Watch the bulletin 



WORSHIP ASSISTANTS † 

Aug 5       Russ & Julie Waterman      Communion Stwd's 

Aug 5        Carol Hallman         Liturgist 

Aug 5        Don & Carol McLain                        Fellowship   

Aug 12       Dixie Gottsch    Liturgist 

Aug 12       Donna Hudson                                 Fellowship 

Aug 19           Judy Timan     Liturgist 

Aug 19       Leo & Carol Hallman                 Fellowship 

Aug 26       Ray & Ernella VanHorn         Fellowship 

 

Aug Acolytes - Kristen Davis, Halee Hauswirth  

 

Aug Ushers - Volunteers   

 

Aug Greeters -  

     North: Leon & Gwen Johnson 

     South: Keith & Kathy Johnson  

     East: Elaine Cook 
            

 

 

DATE 

 

POCAHONTAS 

 

HAVELOCK/PLOVER 

  

TOTAL 

July 1 50 22  72 

July 8 84 23  107 

July 15 60 21  81 

July 22 see next month   

July 29 see next month   

Worship Attendance at Hope UMC 



  

 

 

 

 

FREE SATURDAY SUPPER 

with BINGO to follow 

Saturday ~ Aug. 18th     

Serving from 5 - 6:30 p.m. 

At HOPE UMC, Pocahontas Center 
 

There will be many opportunities to help prepare, serve and 
clean-up. 

Watch for the clipboard in worship 

Or call 712-335-3663 

  

UDMO Food Pantry  

Sunday, Aug. 12, 2018 
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Pocahontas  Hope UMC 

Sunday, August 26
th 

at 10:30 a.m. 

** Free will offering will be taken ** 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

VBS 2018 Update 
 

What a great VBS Day Camp week!!!!!!!  We had 57 camp-
ers and teen helpers throughout the week!  The Ingham 
Okoboji Team was fantastic and did such a great job helping 
us to SEEK FIRST  by Seeking God, Seeking Us, Seek-
ing Others, and Seeking First through songs, games, skits, 

stories, and art projects.  Also, throughout the week the kids brought in school sup-
plies for the GoServ orphanage in Haiti.... 3 overflowing suitcases full to be ex-
act!!!  They did such a great job with this service project!  We are asking the congre-
gation to help us by bringing in additional school supplies.  Through the month of Ju-
ly a suitcase will be left in the Fellowship Hall at the Pocahontas Center for your do-
nations.  Thank you in advance for your help with our project!! :) 

 

We ended our fun week on Thursday Night with a Bon Voyage Party which included 
a Taco Boat Meal (we served 100+!!! ), a wonderful program, and some messy fun 
with whipped cream and a pinata!! :)  Lots of fun was had by all!!! 

 

All of this could not be possible without the help of SO many who were willing to 
share their time, donations, and prayers.  Thank you to all who helped in any 
way.  We would like to especially thank Donna Hudson and Tim and Elaine Cook for 
opening up their homes and hearts to Kirsten, Kayla, Gloria, and Megan, the Ingham 
Okoboji Team.  An additional thank you to Elaine for the great powerpoint she put 
together of the highlights of our great week!!  We are so blessed to have a church 
family that supports VBS in so many ways each year!!!     The Education Team 

 

 

 

 



Leadership Team Meeting  

July 12, 2018, 7:00 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

Pocahontas Center 
 

Attendance:  Pastor Kris, Sharon Hauswirth, Carol Hallman, Brad Cook, Allan Frevert, Melissa 

Rahn, Vicki Kerns, Dixie Gottsch, Linda Ferguson, Carol McCurdy, Moira Hopkins, Joan Reinhart, 

Kathy Johnson, and Judy Timan. 
 

Sharon called the meeting to order.   
 

Pastor Kris gave devotions from Three Simple Rules written by Bishop Rueben Job based on 

writings by John Wesley. She read from the chapter, “Do No Harm” and concluded with prayer.  

 

Judy read the minutes.  Linda moved and Allan seconded to approve the minutes as read.  Ayes 

all. 

 

Melissa gave the treasurer’s report. 2018 apportionments and district askings are paid through 

June.  June offerings were $12,443.01;  expenses were $17,792.91 with an ending balance of 

$29,028.91. The air-conditioner unit at the Pocahontas Center was replaced for $3500.  All bills 

are paid.  Average attendance is 72.  In July there are bills for VBS including the Ingham Camp 

fee and the camera scope of the sewer pipes in the church.  Carol H. moved and Brad seconded 

to accept the treasurer’s report. 
 

Pastor Kris began a discussion on looking at the future of our church.  By November the church 

will be operating offering to offering.  There are several options moving forward to be proactive 

rather than reactive.  1) Restructure staff and cut hours.  2) Close building/s: maintenance costs 

are getting larger each year as all of the buildings are at least 50 years old.  She then asked the 

Leadership Team, “what are we willing to do as a church to stay viable.” A lengthy discussion fol-

lowed looking at options and weighing many pros and cons with the various options.  The ques-

tion of selling the parsonage was brought up.  Pastor Kris recommends keeping the parsonage 

as it is very difficult for pastors to come into a town of this size and have to buy a home only to 

have to sell it in a few years.   



Leadership Team cont. 

Expenses to maintain the parsonage are minimal and there is the possibility of renting it out.  

She then recommended permanently closing the Plover building as the best choice because 

of the lack of handicap accessibility.  The second service is a viable service and the Havelock 

building would continue. The question of what would happen to the Plover building was 

raised.  Because we have the deeds to all of the church properties in our name (Hope UMC of 

Pocahontas County), we would have more control.  Carol M. with regrets made the motion to 

close the Plover building.  Kathy seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  The first Sunday in 

September will be a joint service to celebrate the witness and memories of the Plover Church. 

 

Trustees – Brad reported.  There have been sewer problems in three of the basement bath-

rooms.  The flooring has been removed in the ladies bathroom.  A permanent solution needs 

to be found before repairing the bathroom.  He is getting bids for the projects that must be 

done. 

 

Education – Moira reported.  VBS was a huge success.  The team from Ingham Bible Camp did 

an outstanding job and it was fun for the kids and staff to get to know the team leader as she 

is the new PAC elementary music teacher.  The total cost is $2170 that includes the bill to 

Ingham, all the local supplies and the food for the Bon Voyage party.  Leadership team mem-

bers shared positive observations.   

 

Outreach & Member Care – Pastor Kris reported.  Pictures for the new directory will be taken 

during the second week in September.  Volunteers will be needed to help with calling.  The 

concert will be the last Sunday in August.   

 

There were no other ministry team reports. 

 

Melissa moved and Brad seconded the motion to adjourn.  Ayes all.   

The next meeting will be August 9th, 7 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Judy Timan 

Leadership Team Secretary pro tem 



UMW News - August 2018 

 

Romans 12:8  "If your gift is to encourage others, 

do it!"  NLT 

 

August Altar Flowers - Truth Circle 

 

August 16 -   9:30 a.m.  Summer Coffee  Let's have a good turnout for a special time together. 

 

Looking ahead: NUT SALES   

   The Plover Circle held their last Fall Lunch and Nut Sale last November.  The UMW will take 

over the Nut sales and add a Noon Luncheon on October 13, starting at 10:30 and ending at 1 

p.m.  

   Anyone knowing they want to buy more than a few bags of nuts (example - a box of 12) are 

to contact Audrey Simonson (712-857-3546) before August 25th.  No large orders can be 

made after the official order is sent to the company.   

 

Remember to pray for the General Conference of the United Methodist Church at 2:23 p .m. 

or a.m., praying the Lord's Prayer and reciting or thinking the 23rd Psalm............ 
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