


WORSHIP ASSISTANTS for April  † 

8:30 Service - Havelock Center 

Liturgists: 

April 7,  Sharon Hauswirth 

April 14, Judy Boysen 

April 21,  Volunteer 

April 28,  Audrey Simonson 

9:30 Sunday School all ages  (No Sunday School Easter) 

10:30 Service -  Pocahontas Center 

Communion: April 7, Roger & Terrie Allen, Thursday April 18, Maundy Thursday- 

Tim & Elaine Cook 

Liturgists:  

April 7,  Don McLain 

April 14, Ginger Ernst 

April 21, Elaine Cook 

April 28,   Carol Hallman 

April Acolytes: Sara Gearhart and Halee Hauswirth 

April Ushers: *Brad Cook, Don Schendel, Brett Johnson, John Nedved 

April Greeters: 

North: Ann Harrison South: Bob & Joan Reinhart  East: Shela Blomker 

West: Volunteer 

Fellowship: 

April 7, (H) Wayne Hulsebus & Candace Larson  (P) Don & Carol McLain and Donna 

Hudson 

April 14, (H) Judy Boysen  (P) Bob & Joan Reinhart and Jack & Sue Gould 

April 21, (H) Linda & Brad Arnold (P) Easter - Volunteers 

April 28, (H)  Audrey Simonson (P) Judy Pursley 



LENTEN LUNCHEON SERIES 

Lenten luncheon series will meet for five Wednesdays in Lent 

from noon to 1:00 pm. A short devotion will be given fol-

lowed by a fellowship meal. A free will offering will be taken 

for the Ministerial Association. Schedule as follows: 

April 3      Hope UMC hosts     Pastor John Mayer preaches 

April 10     Resurrection hosts  Pastor Kris Frank preaches      

Do you have Bibles at home not being used? 

Mary Turner  

collects these and sends these to TORM 

(Times of refreshing ministries) who in turn 

sends them to people who need them desper-

ately. Please bring in your unused bibles and place them on 

the table at the east end of the Fellowship Hall and she will pick them up.   

Thank you for all your help! 

 

Ecumenical Bible Study, Wednesdays at 

1:30 p.m.   

downstairs Friendship Room at the  

Pocahontas Center.  

Do you have an interest in audio-visual as it pertains 

to worship?  

No particular skills required. Please contact  

Pastor Kris.  

This is for both worship centers. 
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A FEW IMPORTANT DATES 

***No Adult/Children's Sunday School on  Easter Sunday, April 21st 

 

  ***Senior Recognition Potluck: Sunday, April 28th       

Please join us in recognizing our 2019 Graduating Seniors with 
a potluck dinner at the Pocahontas Center on Sunday, April 28th  
following church  service. 

 

***Last day of Children's Sunday School will be Mother's Day Sunday, May 12th 

 

              ***VBS NEWS!!!!!!!!!  June 24-27 

                                           SAVE THE DATES!!! 

      Hope United Methodist will be teaming up with the Ingham 
Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp for VBS Day Camp again this 
summer!! At Day Camp, kids will encounter a fun week packed 
with Christ-centered activities, games, arts and crafts, songs, 
skits and Bible-based lessons. 

 
      A team of Christ-centered, trained and energetic staff from Ingham Okoboji Camp will 
once again be leading the week's activities here at Hope UMC Pocahontas Center!!!   We 
would like to put together a prayer team to begin praying for this important event.  If you 

are interested in being "on the team" to pray, please contact a member of 
the Education Ministry Team or the church office.   

Covering all of these young people in prayer is such a gift!!! 

 

 Our VBS theme this year is "PRESS ON", based on Philippians 3:13-14 
 The Education Team is excited to be working and preparing the way for 

the Ingham staff to arrive in late June.   
Please be watching for future bulletins, newsletters, and of course those 
clipboards for ways you can help make this year's VBS a blessing for kids 
in our community.  Join us this summer and "PRESS ON!" 



   UMW April Notes 

Bible Verse - Hosea 6:1 Come let us return to the 

Lord; for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us; 

has struck down and he will bind us up." 

 

The NUTS are nearly gone! If you will need nuts for baking, there 

are only about 10 bags each of pecans and English walnuts left. Buy 

them now and freeze for later use. Once they are gone, 

we won't have any until October. 

Check with Margaret in the office from 

1:00 to 5:00 pm Tuesday thru Friday. 

 Hope Happenings:   

Serving Committee - # 1 

April 3 - Lenten Lunch -- at Hope UMC (Committee # 1) 

April 4 - 9:00 am Charity Circle - Hostess: Mary Lou Johnson/  

          Program: Mary Turner 

 7:00 pm Truth Circle - Hostess: Elaine / Co-Hostesses: Sue Gould & Sue 

 Blankenhagen/ Program: Elaine 

April 8 - NW Iowa District Mission Study: "What About Our Money, A Faith 

Response", at Peterson Methodist Church. Contact Judy Timan for a ride. 

April 10 - Lenten Lunch-- at Resurrection of Our Lord Church 

April 14 - Palm Sunday 

April 18 - Maundy Thursday Service - 7:00 pm Service 

April 21 - Easter Sunday 

April 24 - 9:00 am Clean Kitchen, with lunch following @ the Pizza Ranch 

 



MISSION CHALLENGE 

Changing the World Two-by-Two 

A gift to Heifer International is a great way to honor someone – 
a  grandchild, a parent, or a dear friend.  Rabbits are a perfect 
Easter gift and when you make your gift to Heifer that cute soft 
little rabbit requires no care!  $60 buys a trio of rabbits (or $20 
for one).  They provide farmers with excellent fertilizer for 

their crops plus wool, leather and protein.  They breed quickly and can provide a steady 
stream of income to farmers who sell them at local markets. 

 

      We are 25% of the way to our $1000 goal.   To make a donation just indicate “Heifer          
 Project” in the memo line on your check. 

IOWA FLOODS 

The long work of cleaning up after the flooding 
in western Iowa is just beginning.  Even as the 
waters are still rising in some places power is 
being restored in others.  Basements are start-
ing to be pumped out.   

Volunteers are beginning to be welcomed.   

And the direction for months-long, if not years-
long recovery is coming into focus.  Financial 

support is greatly needed.  Please make the notation “Iowa Floods” in the 
memo line of your check.   

 

We will again be taking cleaning buckets to the Iowa Annual Conference in 
June. When people have to quickly evacuate their homes, many do not have 
the time to collect the most basic necessities.   

Personal dignity kits are distributed at emergency shelters and contain basic 
personal care items.  These will also be assembled for Annual Conference.  
There will be more information on both kits in early April.  



Available from the library… 

  

 

A Tale of Three Kings: A Study in Brokenness   by Gene Edwards 

This best-selling work of fiction is based on the biblical figures of David, Saul, and 

Absalom. For the many Christians who have experienced pain, loss, and heartache 

at the hands of other believers, this compelling story offers comfort, healing, and 

hope. Christian leaders and directors of religious movements throughout the world 

have recommended this simple, powerful, and beautiful story to their members and 

staff. You will want to join the thousands who have been profoundly touched by this 

incomparable story. 

This selection will be on display in the Book Nook in April. 

  

 

FREE SATURDAY SUPPER 

Saturday - April 20, 2019 

Serving from 5 - 6:30 p.m. 

Pocahontas Center 

There will be many opportunities to help prepare, serve and  

clean-up. 



Update from Mutare   Letter from our Missionary 

Newsletter 

Vol 34 No 1, 3 1/2 pages 

March/April 2019 

  

Don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. 

Luke 12:7 

  

Easter greetings from Africa University!  

  

Southern Africa has made the international news recently. The poor rainy season was not enough to 
capture the attention of the press. Here on campus we had received less than half of the normal  

rainfall. We were partially saved by our irrigation system, but most area small-scale farmers without 
access to irrigation will harvest almost no maize/corn, their staple food.  

  

But then the weekend of 16-17 March saw Cyclone Idai make landfall. The four inches of rain  

received in this area were too late for most crops, but at least there was no major infrastructural  

damage on campus or nearby.  

  

However, the Chimanimani district south of here received 20 inches in a day, with scores of deaths 
from drowning and house collapses, and roads and bridges washed out so that whole villages were 
accessible only by helicopter. East of here in Mozambique, the coastal city of Beira was hit even  

harder. Several of Jane’s Mozambican students had still not heard from their families, a week later. 

  

We don’t know exactly what is happening across the border, but Zimbabwean friends involved in the 
relief effort in Chimanimani tell heart-warming stories of incredible generosity and selfless, non-stop 
action by both local residents but also groups in Mutare as well as Harare and other cities.  

International groups such as UMCOR, Red Cross and World Vision are also involved- both in s 

hort-term assistance, but also in long-term rehabilitation and development.  

  

At the same time, we read about flooding and potential flooding in Larry’s birth-state of Iowa and 
neighboring states, so are reminded that natural disasters are not limited to one corner of the globe.  

  

Reading about responses to the disasters in both places, we are also reminded how important it is to 
have capable and compassionate members of the community who can help both as first responders 
and in the long-haul of improving infrastructure and systems to make them more resilient in the future. 



In January we flew to Johannesburg to attend a church conference on Agriculture and the Church 
in Africa. It was exciting to meet many AU Agriculture students that have become missionaries, 
using their skills to lead Agriculture development in other African countries as they take the gospel 
out to the communities they work with.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(picture of Larry, with AU Ag grads who are currently UMC missionaries, and former AU 
ViceChancellor Prof Tagwira.) 

  

We met other AU graduates who are missionaries involved in church planting as well as health 
care and other roles. 

  

In our Christmas email newsletter we mentioned two swallows that made the ceiling of our  

veranda their chosen building site. The previous year their efforts ended in disaster when, be-
cause of its weight, the nest became detached from the ceiling. This year when we saw that they 
were determined to give it another go, we gave them a little help by inserting in the ceiling  

woodscrews that provided enough support that the birds successfully raised two young ones.  

  

 



(picture of Momma swallow and two 
offspring) 

   

 

In the same vein, we know that it is 
our call as Christians in mission to 
work alongside local residents so 
that they can build for themselves 

strong, resilient systems and communities.  

A major goal of AU is to help provide some of the leaders needed to cope with an ever-changing 
world, dealing with climate change and other challenges. Africa University- Investing in Africa’s 
future. 

 Thanks to all who have helped to keep the Dream Alive- through scholarship support (most of 
the Agricultural missionaries mentioned were recipients of such help)  

  

(picture of Rememberance and Blessing- pre-
sent-day Ag students, future leaders)  

  

and/or developing the living laboratory which 
is the AU Farm (current needs are for  

upgraded irrigation pumps and a new fertilizer 
spreader).  

  

Thanks also to those who have expressed 
concern and offered help in dealing with the 

pressing needs caused by Cyclone Idai. 

 Church Visits 

We will not be visiting churches this year, but plan to be back in the USA in 2020, probably 

from July to September. We will let you know more detailed plans early next year. 

  

?????YouTube Celebrities???? 

A good friend helped us put together a 5-minute video highlighting our roles here at AU. It is  

available on Facebook (‘Larry Kies’), YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=wSiKKSJxWF4) or you can email us for to Googledocs. 

Family News  

Michael, in the second semester of his Software Engineering degree program at Iowa State, is 
now often called by his Shona name, Simba. 

Carly is very excited about her University of Queensland campus ministry in Brisbane Australia. 
More on her can be seen at www.cmfi.org/ckies  

Pule and Christine loved the winter in Boulder, Colorado, and Ben in New York was really 
pleased to finish a major project at Flatiron.  

a link to GoogleDocs.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wSiKKSJxWF4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wSiKKSJxWF4
http://www.cmfi.org/ckies


 Please pray for: 

- those seriously affected by recent natural disasters- 

        Cyclone Idai in Zimbabwe, Mozambique    …………….and Malawi 

         the disastrous rainy season in Zimbabwe 

         the flooding in the Midwest USA 

 those responding on-site to provide immediate assistance to those in need 

 Africa University and other institutions training the leaders of tomorrow to find long-term strate-

gies to both cope with present challenges and avoid future disasters 

For each person to discern how they can best help 

 As always, thank you for your support, love, cards, prayers, thoughts, and emails, especially  

during this (soon-to-be) Easter season!  

  

Yours and His, 

Larry and Jane Kies 

Africa University 

Box 1320 

Mutare  Zimbabwe 

Ubuntu Kitchen Fundraiser 

I am writing to make a small request of the churches in the Northwest District. Last fall, my wife Beth 

and I were part of a delegation from our conference that went to Africa  University in Zimbabwe. As 

part of our stay we were able to stay in the Ubuntu Center, an on campus visitor housing location. Our 

own Bishop Laurie with the help of her friends in Michigan and across the connection raised the  

majority of the funds needed to build this great place  for people to stay when they are on campus. The  

Ubuntu Center is a jewel on the campus. As in most building projects, funds did not cover all the needs 

at the Center. A kitchen was cut from the plans for this reason. With no kitchen, our delicious meals 

were brought in across the campus to be served in the Ubuntu Center.  

Hospitality is one of the core values at Africa University, and this process greatly saddens them, and 

they are looking forward to the day they can have a restaurant quality kitchen on site. To that end, our 

delegation has decided to raise the money needed to fund this kitchen. The goal for the Northwest  

District is $5,000. 

Make checks payable to " IAUMC" and note "Project 402: Africa University Kitchen" on the memo line 

and send to the Iowa Methodist Conference Center, 2301 Rittenhouse St., Des 

Moines, IA 50321. 

I Am Because We Are 

Ron Carlson, District Superintendent 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 
Lenten lunch -
Hope UMC-noon 
Joy Bells-3:30pm 
Outreach- 5:00pm 
Confirmation-
6:30pm 
Choir-7:00pm 

4 
Charity Circle
- 9:00am -
Family Table 
Truth Circle - 
7:00pm 

5 6 

7 
8:30 Havelock 
9:30 SS all ages 
10:30 Pocahontas 
 

8 9 10 
Lenten lunch -
Resurrection 
Church-noon 
Joy Bells- 3:30pm 
Youth - 6:30pm 
Choir- 7:00pm 

11 
Leadership-
7:00pm 

12 13 

14 
8:30 Havelock 
9:30 SS all ages 
10:30 Pocahontas 
Choir sings 
Palm Sunday 

15 16 
 

17 
Joy Bells -3:30pm 
Confirmation-
6:30pm 
Choir- 7:00pm 

18 
Maundy 
Thursday 
Service 
7:00pm 

19 
Good 
Friday 

20 
Free Supper- 
5:00pm 
 
    Passover 

21 
8:30 Havelock 
10:30 Pocahontas 
Choir Sings 
Easter 

22 23 
news-
letter 
articles 
due 

24 
Kitchen cleaning  
Joy Bells-3:30pm 
Youth- 6:30pm 
Choir -7:00pm 

25 26 27 

28 
8:30 Havelock 
9:30 SS all ages 
10:30 Pocahontas-  
Joy Bells play 
Senior  Recognition  
Sunday 

Manor 1:30pm 

29 30     

Hope Happenings April 2019 


