HOPE United Methodist Church of Pocahontas County

306 2nd Ave NW, Pocahontas, IA
Website: Hopeumcia.org

Phone: 712-335-3663
Facebook: Hope UMC - Pocahontas, Havelock & Plover

Hope UMC Christmas Program
"The Christmas Story "
December 15, 2019 @ Havelock &
Pocahontas Services
Please join us for refreshments
after service.
Christmas Caroling December 18, 2019
Those who can will meet at 4:00 pm to carpool to the Laurens
Care Center. At 5:30 pm carolers will meet at the Pocahontas Center to go to Arlington (5:45 pm) and the Manor (6:30 pm).
Following caroling there will be a soup supper at church.
Come sing and join in!

HOPE UMC
Candlelight Christmas Eve Service
December 24th at 5:30 pm
Pocahontas Center

2019 Poinsettia Order
Please check out the order form
in the Sunday bulletin - Cost is
$20, (tax is included). December
3rd is the deadline to get them
ordered and delivered for the
December 8th service.

BINGO! –
one last time

BINGO at the Saturday night suppers has been such a fun activity we decided
to make the Christmas Party (and our last supper)
an evening of BINGO.
We will need more prizes – practical but yet fun. Thank you!
FREE SATURDAY SUPPER
Saturday - December 21, 2019
Serving from 5:00 pm - 6:30 p.m.
Pocahontas Center
There will be many opportunities to help
prepare, serve and clean-up.

One-of-a-kind suncatchers and Christmas
ornaments will beautifully preserve your
memories of the Plover Church.
Large window element:

The stunning stained glass windows of the
Plover Center of Hope UMC are now in the
hands of an artist who is crafting meaningful
mementos and gifts.

22” x 12”
$125

Butterfly
4” x 4”

The sale of suncatchers, funds church demolition and
construction of a marker commemorating the Plover
center.

$25

Hope square:*

Reserve your favorites now! Contact

8” x 8”

Vicki Kerns or Candace Larson.

$75
*Not an exact
representation

Please note:

of this design.



It is not possible to specify exact colors for
suncatchers.



Orders cannot be guaranteed by Christmas;
however, we will provide a gift card describing the item you ordered.

Cross:
$75

Ornaments:
Teardrop:

3 1/2”

7 1/2” X 7”

$25 each

$50

Assortment of
three designs—$65

13”

Sunday School Christmas Mission Project
Thank you to everyone who donated shoe boxes to the
Operation Christmas Child Project! We sent 21 boxes to
the children who may otherwise not have received a
Christmas gift this year.
And what a blessing that with
these simple shoe boxes, they will also receive the
WONDERFUL news of Jesus and His love for them.
The BEST Christmas gift of all! Thank you again for being a
part of this special project!
God bless! The Education Committee.

2019 MISSIONS WRAP-UP
Thank you for your faithfulness in being the hands and feet of Jesus! Our giving and service this year is
helping our brothers and sisters here in Pocahontas County, in our state, our country and around the
world. Here are the highlights:
• Saturday night suppers have served an average of 32 visitors. These suppers have provided
not only a tasty meal but lots of fellowship and fun too.
• Contributions of $2000 for Iowa flood relief.
• In-kind giving valued at $4200 (cleaning buckets, personal dignity kits, baby sweaters, school
bags, school kits, hygiene kits, and quilt) plus $400 to assist with shipping costs.
• Monthly donations to Upper Des Moines Outreach food pantry and $1000 in financial support
plus helping with the Mobile Food Pantry every other month.
• Giving of almost $3000 to Heifer International and $785 to Church World Service blankets.
• Support of our military by providing BibleSticks for over
2 squadrons of soldiers – $750 in giving.
• Continued missionary support of $1400 for Larry and
Jane Kies, Iowa missionaries serving at Africa University.
The total mission giving is over $16,000! Thank you.

News from the King's Kids Program
WOW! God is definitely working hard on the King's Kids Program. We now have 62 children
registered! What an absolute blessing!
The King's Kids Team would like to give a huge shout-out to all the amazing volunteers. We could
not make this happen without you! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! We understand that is is a bit
crazy during our sessions, but we like to refer to it as Christ-centered, constructive chaos! :-) We hope you
continue to join us on this journey for the KING and His kids!
November 13 marked the second session of King's Kids and proved to be action-packed! During
W.O.W. Time (Worship on Wednesdays), the students learned our theme song, “My God is Powerful”. It has a great message. You
may check it out and learn it yourself by going to YouTube and typing in the title of the song.
Next we played the game “Which Is Best”. Which would you pick..... a spoon or a fork? A tooth brush or a toilet brush? A
giraffe or a cow? We soon learned it is hard to know “which is best” if you don't have all the information you need. This was a silly
game about making choices, but in real life, it is serious business! Your best bet is to ask God to be with you every day as you face
making good choices!
Joshua 1:9 tells us to “Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God is with
you wherever you go." This is our theme verse and we learned a very catchy tune that will help us remember it. What a powerful
verse for kids and adults alike!
Our last W.O.W Time activity was “Teamwork”. We split into 6 teams and had timed tasks to complete. The winning
teams were exempt from the challenge associated with each task. Following some crazy challenges, we all decided that the best
team of all was God's Team. When you're on His team, you're a winner every time!
Our C.I.A Time (Christ In Action) involved each child decorating at least four Joshua 1:9 cards. They were to take these
cards home and place them somewhere in the community (school, library, grocery store, etc.) for people to find. We want to share
the important things we are learning with those outside of the four walls of the church.
On November 20, Jeanne and her crew loaded the bus at the elementary with time to spare, our snack routine ran much
more smoothly and our dismissal check out system was a nice/needed addition to our routine. It's amazing how little tweaks can
make the session run more smoothly!
We opened our W.O.W Time with a “My God is Powerful” cheer. After singing our theme and verse songs, we learned “I
Am a C”, an old time favorite! We then split into ten teams and completed the Thanksgiving Challenge. Each color-coded team
needed to rotate their way through the three stations finding the task cards matching the color of their team. The stations had the
following tasks that needed to be completed:
Friendship Room - The teams had to go down the stairs by the north door and find the11 squares of their team's color that
were scattered in the hall. Once they made it to the Friendship Room, they had to figure out what the letters on the squares spelled
(GIVE THANKS!). They then had to find another task card in the room and list eight things they were thankful for that started with
the letter M.
Fellowship Hall – Each team needed to complete the “We Have Grateful Hearts” task card. For this task card, each team
member had to write their name and what they were thankful for.
Sanctuary – The task cards for this rotation had the teams looking up 1 Chronicles 16:34 and writing in the missing words
for this Bible verse that had to do with being thankful. They also had to find another task card and write eight things they were
thankful for that started with the letter B.
After completing their last rotation, each team had to mount all of the items on poster board and sign their names. These
team posters are mounted on the bulletin boards in the Fellowship Hall. Please stop by and check them out!
During C.I.A. Time, we created colorful place mats for the residents at Pocahontas Manor and Arlington Place. We hope
these place mats brightened their Thanksgiving Day meal and let them know we continue to think of them. This was just another
way the King's Kids are spreading the love of Jesus!
We are busy planning for our December 11 and 18 sessions. If you haven't yet, but would still like to join our team as a
volunteer, please contact Lori Baade (712-358-0556) or call the church office.
Until you hear from us again, please continue to keep the King's Kids Program in your prayers. Our team wishes you a very
Merry Christmas! May we all remember that Jesus truly is the reason for the season!
God's Blessings!
Lori Baade and Jeanne Sindergard
***** We would like to thank Pastor Kris for making the awesome King's Kids welcome banner that is hanging in the Fellowship
Hall! The kids love it!!!!

3:20-5:00 p.m. Twice a month (when possible)
December 11, 18,
January 8,15,
February 5, 19,
March 4, 18,
April 8, 22

Christmas selections from the HUMC library
Children’s selection:
The Christmas Miracle of Jonathan Toomey by Susan Wojciechowski
Jonathan Toomey is the best woodcarver in the valley, but he is always alone and never
smiles. No one knows about the mementos of his lost wife
and child that he keeps in an unopened drawer. But one early
winter’s day, a widow and her young son approach him with
a gentle request that leads to a joyful miracle.
Written for early elementary age children, this book has been
called a Christmas classic.

Adult selection:

Because of Bethlehem: Love Is Born, Hope Is Here by Max Lucado
Max Lucado loves Christmas. Let the sleigh bells ring. Let the carolers sing.
The more Santas the merrier. The more trees the better.
He loves it because somewhere someone will ask the Christmas questions:
What’s the big deal about the baby in the manger? Who was he? What does
his birth have to do with me?
And the answers he’s found give us all hope. God knows what it’s like to be a human.
When we talk to him about deadlines or long lines or tough times, he understands. He’s
been there. He’s been here. Because of Bethlehem, we have a friend in
heaven.
And Christmas begins what Easter celebrates. The child in the cradle became the King on
the cross. Because of Bethlehem, we have a Savior in heaven.
These are the heart shaping promises of Christmas. Long after the guests have left and
the carolers have gone home and the lights have come down, these promises endure.
Let’s turn on the lamp, curl up in a comfortable spot, and look into the odd, wonderful
story of Bethlehem. Max has found a lifetime of hope. We will too.
This book was the Advent study last year. An easy read to encourage you during the
Christmas season!
These books will be available for checkout in the Book Nook during December.

UMW December Notes
Bible Verse - "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth
peace among those whom he favors!" Luke 2:14 NRSV

Christmas Vespers is Wednesday, December 4th at 6:00 pm
in the sanctuary. A meal will follow in the Fellowship Hall.
Tickets are $9.00 and must be purchased by December 1st.
Dixie Gottsch, Ginger Ernst, Joan Reinhart,
and Vicki Kerns have tickets available.

Cookie plates for shut-ins will be made and
delivered by Truth Circle
No Circle meetings the month of December.
Have a blessed Christmas Season from all at
Hope United Methodist Church.
Do you have an interest in audio-visual as it pertains to
worship?
No particular skills required.
Please contact Pastor Kris.
This is for both worship centers.

I-Smile Silver Service
The I-Smile Silver pilot project is to benefit adults age 60 and over who reside in these counties:
Calhoun, Hamilton, Humboldt, Pocahontas, Webster and Wright.
Part of the services are: screenings provided at no cost, information on dental
insurance options, referrals to dentists accepting Medicaid under the Dental Wellness Plan (Delta or
MCNA), referrals for emergency dental needs.
The i-Smile Silver pilot project is supported by the Lifelong Smiles
Coalition, which includes representatives from various
organizations serving older Iowans, including but not limited to
Iowa Association of Area Agencies on Aging,
Iowa Health Care Associations and Leading Age Iowa.
The pilot project is being funded through a Delta Dental of Iowa Foundation
grant and administered through the Iowa Department of Public Health.
Contact Amber Cooke at 515-573-4107 ext 4031 or
amber.cooke@webstercountyia.org

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS for December†
8:30 Service - Havelock Center
9:30 Sunday School (all ages)
Liturgists:

Advent Candle Lighters

December 1, Candace Larson

Brad Arnold Family

December 8, Volunteer
December 15, Vicki Kerns

Steve Baade Family

December 22, Volunteer
December 29, Volunteer
10:30 Service - Pocahontas Center
9:30 Sunday School (all ages)
Communion: December 1, Julie Waterman
Liturgists:

Advent Candle Lighters

December 1, Elaine Cook

Brian Friesner Family

December 8, Carol McCurdy
December 15, Sarah Freeburg
December 22, Carol Hallman

Patrick Frank Family

December 29, Linda Ferguson

Kevin Hauswirth Family

December Acolytes: Halee Hauswirth and Dani Cook
December Ushers: * Bill Plantz, Kevin Hauswirth, Duane Wiemers, Patrick Frank
December Greeters: North: Brad & Angie Cook Family South: Don & Carol McLain
East: Martie Nedved West: Ann Harrison
Fellowship:
December 1, (H) Brad & Linda Arnold
(P) Tim & Elaine Cook and Keith & Kathy Johnson

December 8, (H) Volunteer (P) Bob & Joan Reinhart and Judy Timan
December 15, (H) Vicki Kerns (P) Carol McCurdy

December 22, (H) Wayne Hulsebus & Candace Larson (P) Volunteers
December 29, (H) Volunteers (P) Volunteers

Hope Happenings December 2019
Sun

Mon

1
Communion
8:30 Havelock
9:30 SS (H&P)
10:30 Pocahontas
decorating after
church/lunch

2
Mobile Food
Pantry
4:30pm

8
8:30 Havelock
9:30 SS (H&P)
10:30 Pocahontas

9

Tue
3
Poinsettia
ordering
deadline

Wed
4
Joy Bells 3:30pm

Thu

Fri

Sat

5

6

7

12
Leadership
Team7:00pm

13

14

19

20

21
Free
Supper
5:00pm

26
office open

27
28
office open

Vespers 6:00pm
10
Ecumenical
Bible Study
1:30pm

11
King's Kids 3:20pm
Joy Bells 3:30pm

UDMO Food Pantry

15
8:30 Havelock
9:30 SS (H&P)
10:30 Pocahontas
Children's Program
& Joy Bells play

16
Newsletter
Articles Due

22
8:30 Havelock
9:30 SS (H&P)
10:30 Pocahontas

23
office open

29
8:30 Havelock
9:30 SS (H&P)
10:30 Pocahontas

30
office open

17
Ecumenical
Bible Study
1:30pm

18
King's Kids 3:20pm

24
office open

25
Office closed
MERRY
CHRISTMAS

2020 signup
sheets due

5:30 pm
Worship
Service

31
office open

Christmas
Caroling carpool 4:00pm

