HOPE United Methodist Church of Pocahontas County

306 2nd Ave NW, Pocahontas, IA
Website: Hopeumcia.org

Phone: 712-335-3663
Facebook: Hope UMC - Pocahontas, Havelock & Plover

Lenten Study 2020 - Option 1
The Easter Experience , a unique, DVD-driven study, brings the passion and resurrection of Jesus to life through dramatic storytelling and challenging teaching done in a
highly cinematic style.
Paint yourself into the story and transform Easter into a truly life-changing experience.
The Easter Experience is a six week study and will begin on Sunday, March 1st. Study
guides cost $12.50. Please put LENTEN STUDY in the check memo.
See Bulletin for order forms.
** BOOKS will be ordered after worship on February 9th**

Lenten Study 2020 - Option 2
Jesus’ Passion story is presented each Lent in countless churches every year. But one
play presented by the inhabitants of the village of Oberammergau, Germany, may be
one of the longest-running performance of all. Staged every ten years since 1634, the
play makes an impact not only on the villagers who portray the characters but on all
who see it as well. In The Passion Play, Rob Fuquay follows the biblical story of the
Passion and shows how this amazing play has been used as a ritual of praise.
The Passion Play: Living the Story of Christ’s Last Days is a six week study and will
begin on Friday, March 6th and will meet at 9:30 a.m. at Vicki Kern’s home, facilitated
by Candace Larson. Study guides cost $14.50. Please put LENTEN STUDY in the check
memo.
See Bulletin for order forms.
** BOOKS will be ordered after worship on February 9th **

UMW February Notes
“Fill us with your love every morning.
Then we will sing and rejoice all our lives.” Psalm 90:14
• Serving committee – #1
• February 6:
Charity Circle: Hostess, Dixie
Pledge Service Program, Dixie
Truth Circle: Hostess, Ginger
Program, Bev
* March 6: World Day of Prayer

The Food Bank of Iowa wishes to thank Hope United Methodist Church
and the Pocahontas Ministerial Association for their leadership and for
their many years of service
with the Mobile Food
Pantry. In 2020 Upper Des
Moines Opportunities will
have the sole
responsibility for the mobile
food pantry in Pocahontas
County.

February Update on the King's Kids
We hope you have had a great start to 2020! It is hard to believe we
are over half way through our sessions for this school year. The King's
Kids team of teachers and volunteers feel incredibly blessed to be
learning and growing right along with this amazing group of children.
Please do not hesitate to join us if you would like to be a part of this
exciting adventure.
Our January 8th session started out with “Mission Impossible” As
you look at a standard piece of paper measuring 8 ½ inches by 11
inches, do you think you could fit your entire body through that piece
of paper? Seems impossible, doesn't it Well, it is possible! When
something seems too hard to do or we're discouraged, God can help by
giving us courage and helping us know what to do! (Joshua 1:9) After hard work and determination,
Lori was indeed able to show the boys and girls how she was able to fit her entire body through that
sheet of paper. Grab a King's Kid or volunteer and they'll show you how to tackle “Mission Impossible”
and get the job done!
Even though we know we can talk to God with no set agenda, sometimes its nice to have something
to help remind us of everything God likes for us to mention when we're having a chat. That's where the
“5 Finger Prayer” comes in. When you fold your hands to pray, your thumb is closest to your heart.
Since God and Jesus loved you first, thank and and praise them and then pray for your family and
friends. The pointer finger is used to give directions. Pray for your teachers, principals, coaches, doctors, etc. The middle finger is the tallest, so pray for the leaders in our town, state, country, and world.
Your ring finger is the weakest, so pray for those most in need - the sick, poor, homeless, etc. The pinkie finger is the smallest. Pray for yourself and your own needs.
Following our W.O.W. (Worship on Wednesday), the 8 King's Kids teams went to the Fellowship Hall
for an exciting activity with jigsaw puzzles. First the teams tried to complete their puzzles with the color side of the puzzle pieces facing down. To make it a bit easier, we flipped the pieces over so the colored side showed. That made it easier, but what really helped was getting a picture of what the finished puzzle should look like. The teams raced to see who would complete their puzzles first, but each
team soon discovered they were missing a piece. We compared the “Five Finger Prayer” to the puzzles.
We need to include all the parts or pieces for prayers and puzzles to be complete. Each team was given
their missing puzzle piece with the word “GOD” written on the back of the puzzle piece. We also compared puzzles to life in general, and decided without a doubt that GOD was by far the most important
piece!
On January 14, Matthew 5:14 was a part of our lesson- “You are the light of the world, A town built of a
hill cannot be hidden.” To start the activity, the kids listed as many sources of light as they could think
of. Lori lit a candle as her first example of light. Jesus said that we are the light of the world. We have
hope when we believe in Jesus and trust Him to guide us. The candle had a steady light, just like Jesus.
The next source of light was a sparkler. It definitely had the wow factor as long as it was burning, but
when we tried to relight it, we didn't have much luck.
As Christians, which source of light should we be like? The steady burning candle or the impressive,
yet short-lived sparkler? If we live for Christ, we will glow like the steady, long burning candle showing
others what Christ is like.
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February Update on the King's Kids (con't)
We enjoyed a catchy version of “This Little Light of Mine” by the Listener
Kids. Check it out on YouTube. Remember that Jesus is the light and we
need to let Him shine through us!
The children were shown a picture of a dog and a frog and asked what
they thought the pictures had to do with King's Kids and learning about
God. One student shared that both were created by God while another
said dog spelled backwards spells GOD. While we had some very impressing guesses, Lori shared that FROG stands for Fully Rely On God and
DOG stands for Depend On God!
We then headed into the Fellowship Hall and the kids worked on coloring mini posters of frogs and
dogs with the new meanings printed on the posters as well. The kids made a set to keep and a set to
give away. Hopefully when you see a FROG or a DOG in the future, you will
automatically think of how they refer to GOD.
Please check our Hope UMC Facebook page for more pictures, videos and information on the amazing, faith-filled fun were having at King's Kids! As always, we appreciate all the help we get from our
awesome volunteers. Until you hear from us again, remember to Fully Rely On God, Depend On God
and “Let Your Little Light Shine”!

Calendar Change ~ No King's Kids on February 5th
February sessions are the 12th and 19th

3:20-5:00 p.m. Twice a month (when possible)
February 12, 19, March 4, 18, April 8, 22
God's Blessings!
Lori Baade and Jeanne Sindergard

Do you have an interest in audio-visual as it pertains to
worship?
No particular skills required.
Please contact Pastor Kris.
This is for both worship centers.

Delegates, Communicators gather for Pre-General Conference briefing
Delegates and communicators from across the United Methodist connection gathered in
Nashville for the 2020 pre-General Conference briefing. Representatives from the denomination's boards and
agencies resourced the nearly 500 domestic and international church representatives.
The event began with worship on Thursday morning, January 23. General Conference
worship leader, Raymond Trapp gathered those present into a community striving to
know God, which is the Psalm 46 theme of the quadrennial gathering. Trapp is the
choral director/organist of Vandeveer Park UMC, East Flatbush, Brooklyn, New York,
Opening Worship
Minnesota-Dakotas Bishop Bruce Ough, was the preacher for the initial service. Reflecting on the Exodus
journey, Ough said, “We see ourselves in the questions of the people who went before.” Echoing the cry
of the wilderness people, “Is the Lord among us, or not,” he asked where God is when the forces of nature are overrun, when the economy is rigged for the affluent at the expense of the poor, when there are
many homeless and hungry when benefits are reduced/eliminated to the advantage of those who have
in excess, when people are being excluded, and when congregations are being destroyed.
“Pay attention to the questions in your souls and hearts, “Ough suggested. “Will we say ‘Yes!’ to
God's invitation to go, to do justice, to be strong and courageous” when we journey to Minneapolis for
the General Conference, he wondered.
In response to asking, “Is the Lord among us, or not,” the Bishop had a resounding affirmation — “Yes!”
Yes...because we are seeking the future church...because we will work to end racism...because we will
include all those who have been left out. “The Good News is always yes,” Ough said, because “God is still
able.”
Proposed Denominational Structure Plans
After a welcoming presentation by the Minnesota arrangements committee for the 2020 General
Conference and conversation about the prayer ministries before and during the ten-day gathering in
May, the remainder of the morning session was devoted to legislation related to the various
proposals for the structure of The United Methodist Church.
The Indianapolis Plan, focusing on “new dimensions of Methodism” that offered potentially three new
denominational entities.
UM Forward, offering “new worldwide expressions” intended to acknowledge and eliminate the harm
inflicted to LGBTQIA+ persons and persons of color, persons with disabilities, and poor people. Upon adjournment of the 2020 General Conference, four new global Methodist denominations
would be formed.

Proposed Denominational Structure Plans (con't)
UMCNext, advocating for a “next generation UMC” that will lead to a continued, reformed, global
UMC. Calling for the repeal of the Traditional Plan, the UMC next proposal asks, “How do we say,
‘Yes,’ to the people of God so that they can say, ‘Yes’ to Jesus Christ?”
Consideration was given to additional proposals during the afternoon session.

Protocol of Grace and Reconciliation Through Separation, which presents the possibility to “bless,
send, and multiply for the sake of Jesus.” Under the Protocol, the Boards and Agencies will remain intact. Parts of the church impacted by racism will be protected and supported with a $39
million fund, over 8 years. Allocations for post-separation denominations include $25 million for
a traditionalist denomination, over four years, and $2 million for other new denominations.
There will also be a moratorium on processing complaints and closing churches in the interim.
U. S. Regional Conference, a proposal by the Connectional Table, will “ease the burden of U.S. Legislation on the General Conference and give U.S. churches parity with those in central conferences.”

Central Conference Reactions
Central Conference perspectives from Europe, Africa, and the Philippines included a desire to “stay
together by giving each other freedom to adapt to our different missional contexts” and affirming
“the annual conference [is to] be the place where the Methodists determine their future affiliation.”
In addition, “Central conference perspectives should not be an afterthought. “Opposition [to] dissolution and [a desire to] preserve the unity of The United Methodist Church” was expressed strongly.
Their covenant of hope called for the strengthening of “our core mission of evangelism, discipleship,
and social witness for the transformation of the world.”

Other afternoon conversations included:
Legal, financial, pension, and church structure matters
The UMC budget and budget allocation process
The 2021-2024 budget is 18.3% ($110,265,966) lower than 2017-2020
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A Bishop’s Perspective
To conclude the first day of the 2020 pre-General Conference briefing Bishop Ken Carter
(Florida area), president of the Council of Bishops, shared “A Bishop’s Perspective,” raising seven key
questions and led the group in an extended time of prayer “reminding ourselves of who we are.”
How much separation and space do we need, and how will we allow that for each other?
How much adaptation and contextualization can we craft into our Missional strategy and Book of
Discipline?
How can we design a sustainable church?
How can we see the witness of the next generations in our churches and hear the voices of those
who are not yet in our churches, who have not yet come to know Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior?
How can we see each other with “a heart of peace?”
“A ‘heart of peace’ is refusing to dehumanize each other, refusing to do harm to each other,
refusing to stereotype each other or exaggerate our differences.”
How can we remember who we are?
This is the "Official" posting from the Iowa UM website. Pastor Kris.
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One-of-a-kind suncatchers and Christmas
ornaments will beautifully preserve your
memories of the Plover Church.

Large window element:
22” x 12”

The stunning stained glass windows of the
Plover Center of Hope UMC are now in the
hands of an artist who is crafting meaningful
mementos and gifts.

$125

Butterfly
4” x 4”
$25

The sale of suncatchers, funds church demolition and
construction of a marker commemorating the Plover
center.

Hope square:*

Reserve your favorites now! Contact

8” x 8”

Vicki Kerns or Candace Larson.

$75
*Not an exact

Please note:

representation



It is not possible to specify exact colors for
suncatchers.



Orders cannot be guaranteed by Christmas;
however, we will provide a gift card describing
the item you ordered.

of this design.
Cross:
$75

Ornaments:
3 1/2”
Teardrop:
7 1/2” X 7”
$50

$25 each
Assortment of
three designs—$65

13”

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS for February †
FUN & FELLOWSHIP - Judy Timan and Bob & Joan Reinhart
8:30 Service - Havelock Center
9:30 Sunday School (all ages)
Liturgists:
February 2, Candace Larson
February 9, Judy Boysen
February 16, Vicki Kerns
February 23, Lori Baade
10:30 Service - Pocahontas Center
9:30 Sunday School (all ages)
Communion: February 2, Don & Linda Ferguson
Liturgists:
February 2, Carol Hallman
February 9, Linda Ferguson
February 16, Tim Cook
February 23, Carol McLain
February Acolytes: Dani Cook and Halee Hauswirth
February Ushers: * Bruce Wheatley - Dan Murphy - Leon Johnson - Matt Wheatley
February Greeters: North: Leon & Gwen Johnson South: Brad & Angie Cook Family
East: Donnie & Carol McLain
Fellowship:
February 2, (H) Candace Larson (P) Julie Waterman
February 9, (H) Brad & Linda Arnold (P) John & Martie Nedved
February 16, (H) Vicki Kerns (P) Bruce & Carolyn Wheatley and Sue Blankenhagen
February 23, (H) Gary & Mona Zhorne (P) Bob & Ann Harrison

Hope Happenings February 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2
Communion
8:30 Havelock
9:30 SS (H&P)
10:30 Pocahontas

3
Betty
Abrahamson
Funeral

9
10
8:30 Havelock
9:30 SS (H&P)
10:30 Pocahontas

4
Ecumenical
Bible Study
1:30pm
Outreach 5:00pm
11
Ecumenical
Bible Study
1:30pm

6
7
Charity Circle
-9:00 am
Family Table

8

Truth Circle 7:00pm
12
King's Kids 3:20pm

13
Leadership 7:00pm

14

15

20

21

22

27

28

29

Mission Team 5:00pm

ordering Lenten
studies

Education Team
- 5:15pm

UDMO Food Pantry

16
17
8:30 Havelock
Newsletter
9:30 SS (H&P)
articles due
10:30 Pocahontas

5
Board of
Trustees Team 6:00pm

18
Ecumenical
Bible Study
1:30pm

19
King's Kids 3:20pm
Joy Bells 3:30pm

23
24
8:30 Havelock
9:30 SS (H&P)
10:30 Pocahontas
1:30 Manor

25
Ecumenical
Bible Study
1:30pm

26
Joy Bells 3:30pm
Ash Wednesday
5:30pm

