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HOPE United Methodist Church of Pocahontas County 

Follow our website or FB daily for the latest word from our Pastor. We are trying to add video. 

Frankly Speaking... 

 With a heavy heart we laid to rest one of our long time members Ray Van Horn this 
morning.  My heart was heavy with how do we show our love and honor to the family in a 
time that requires social distancing and social isolation.  Or said another way, how do we be 
the church when we cannot gather together in the church.  I had sent an email out to let our 
folks know of Ray's passing and had made a suggestion that those who wanted to pay their 
respect to the family might park on the east side of the street across from the cemetery.  As 
we arrived at the cemetery for the committal service there were sixteen cars lined up on the 
street.  Tears came to my eyes as I had an answer to how do we be the church and show the 
love of Christ to our neighbors in times like these.  But it didn't stop there.  As we got out of 
our cars,  so did our church family each remaining by their car.  The family was deeply moved 
by this gesture.  After the flag was presented and taps was played, we heard voices raised in 
Amazing Grace.  It was truly one of the sweetest sounds ever heard.  The family was moved to 
tears by the love displayed by this congregation.   
We are the church whether gathered in our sanctuaries or socially distanced to prevent the 
spread of disease.  Thanks be to God! 
 

Pastor Kris 



UMCOR Response to COVID-19 

 Needed supplies stored at the United Methodist Committee on Relief’s Sager Brown Depot 
are being distributed to first responders in Louisiana as part of the agency’s effort to help fight the 
spread of the novel coronavirus and the disease it causes, COVID-19. Coronavirus cases in Louisiana 
have spread faster in the first two weeks of the state's outbreak than they have in other states and 
countries across the world, according to news reports detailing an analysis by a University of  
Louisiana Lafayette professor.  
 
 More than 80,000 masks in sealed and unopened cartons purchased for future use are being 
distributed to first responders serving communities near UMCOR Sager Brown Depot. Amy Fuselier, 
director of UMCOR Sager Brown, contacted the state Office of Public Health to discuss areas of  
immediate need. They in turn directed Fuselier to the U.S. Department of Homeland Security,  
which is now coordinating the state’s response, and DHS determined local first responders had an 
immediate need for the supplies.  
 
 “In normal times, United Methodists and friends of UMCOR make thousands of UMCOR relief 
supply kits,” said Thomas Kemper, general secretary of Global Ministries, which includes the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief. “Now, some of these kit supplies are being used to support and 
protect first responders on the frontlines of the fight against COVID-19.”  
 
“One never knows the impact an UMCOR kit, or its parts, will have on someone’s life,” said Amy 
Fuselier, director of the UMCOR Sager Brown Depot. “This donation is a great example of UMCOR’s 
efforts to address an immediate need and the impact of kit supplies being felt in unanticipated  
places.” UMCOR Sager Brown, located in Baldwin, Louisiana, serves as the repository, inspection 
site and distribution hub for the kits assembled by volunteers across the country. 

Email Addresses 

 As we use the technology available to reach out and keep you informed, we have  
discovered some email addresses are no longer functioning for some of you.   
 Also, we have heard from some who would like information sent to more than one 
member of their family via email.  Please send these requests to Margaret at the church 
office (Hopeumc@evertek.net). 

Church Building Closed Until May 1st 

As COVID-19 spreads the church will have to remain closed throughout April.  Thank you to 

all who have mailed your offerings to the church.  Please continue to financially support your 

church as none of our bills have stopped.  We still have utilities, salaries, insurance, and other 

expenses.  Please send your checks to Hope, PO Box 116, Pocahontas IA 50574. 



A FEW IMPORTANT DATES 

Scholarships are available all that is needed is to apply. 
Deadline April 10, 2020. 

 

Senior Recognition Potluck:  
 To be determined 

 

Please contact the church if you know of 
any  church member graduating in 2020. 

Sunday, April 19, 2020 

Glenn Henriksen, Pianist 
To be rescheduled 

            UMW April Notes 

All activities will be rescheduled. 
 

This is a good time to call, write notes and stay in contact  
with each other. 

 
“This is love; not that we loved God, but that he loved us 

and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.”   
1 John 4:10  NIV 

HOSPITAL WANTS SEWN SURGICAL MASKS 

Pocahontas Hospital is asking for masks to be sewn using 

the Olson Mask Pattern only.  Patterns are available on the 

Unity Point website for download (and video tutorial).  

Please place your completed masks in a new food storage 

bag  and drop off at the hospital entrance.  Several masks 

may be placed in one bag.   



Last Update on the King's Kids  
 

On March 11, we completed the first of what we hoped would have 
been three sessions focusing on Easter.  During WOW (Worship On 
Wednesday) time we watched God's Story: Easter, an awesome  
video that explained what Holy Week is all about.  We then broke  
into teams for The Easter Sequence Challenge.  As Lori read the  

description of the Holy Week event, the teams had to choose the word from the word bank 
that matched the event Lori was describing.  Can you describe the Holy Week events based 
on the following words:   
    nails     pieces of silver     stone     palm branches      
    praying hands     crown of thorns     torn temple curtain      
    angel     rooster     bread     three crosses     crown 
 

 Next we had an object lesson using plastic Easter eggs.  As the baskets were passed, 
each child had to pick an Easter egg .  After they all had one, they were asked to open the 
eggs.  To their delight, there was candy in each egg.  Lori picked an egg out of the basket, but 
surprisingly, hers was empty!  She was not disappointed, though, because the empty egg 
represented the empty tomb.  Lori explained to them that Jesus died for our sins, but the 
grave could not hold him.  On Easter Sunday, he rose from the grave.  He is alive today, and 
because he lives, we can have our sins forgiven and enjoy eternal life.   

 For our C.I.A. (Christ In Action) Time, we rotated through three stations.  The kids 
made door knob hangers at the Easter Art station.  They got up and moving at the Easter  
Action station as they enjoyed the Palm Branch Pass and the Coat Bridge relays.  The final 
station, the Easter Memory Game, had the kids really concentrating.  Who knew learning 
about the Easter Story could be SO MUCH FUN! 
      

 Who would have thought our last three sessions of the year for King's Kids would have 
been canceled.  But then again, in light of  the Covid 19 Virus our world is dealing with right 
now, we are happy with the 11 phenomenal sessions we did manage to work in for this 
school year. God truly blessed us with so many amazing kids and volunteers and I feel He was 
with us for every step taken in reviving the King's Kids program. God willing, we plan on  
making this fun, faith-filled learning experience available to the youth again next year.  Please 
pray about how you can be a part of the King's Kids Team next year.  As evidenced by the 
amazing group of volunteers we had this year, it takes a  sizable team of dedicated  
individuals to make this program all that we know it can be.  Watch the Hope UMC  
newsletters later this summer for information on all the different ways you can be a part  
of making the 2020/2021 King's Kids Program even better than it was this year. 
God's Blessings! 

Lori Baade and the King's Kids Team  



 

 

Do you have an interest in audio-visual as it pertains to 
worship?  

No particular skills required.  
Please contact  Pastor Kris.  

This is for both worship centers. 

Books for April from HUMC library 
Highlighted are two of our four books authored by Joni Eareckson Tada.  Joni was paralyzed in 

a diving accident more than 50 years ago and has gone on to build a life of faith and purpose. 

The peace she has found as she confronts the painful realities of life as a quadriplegic has 

made her a hero to many people. 

Ordinary People, Extraordinary Faith     
 

In Ordinary People, Extraordinary Faith, Joni lets us know who her  
heroes are. Inside she tells the stories of people who inspire her with 
their faith and courage. Although Joni has met many famous "heroes 
of the faith" through her ministry, the lives she shares here are not the 
Billy Grahams of the world. They are a mother, a housewife, a nursing 
home resident, a child. Some are missionaries or pastors; others are 
bank tellers or data entry clerks. All of these people have touched 
Joni's life and the lives of others as they found their faith rise to the  
occasion – to forgive an assailant, to find strength despite the debili-
tating effects of cerebral palsy, to choose love in the face of racial  

prejudice, and to discover in the midst of questioning that God Himself is the answer to all 
questions. 
 

A Quiet Place in a Crazy World: Drawing Near to God 
through Prayer and Praise  
Joni shares sensitive reflections on the wonder of God's presence and  

encourages us, in practical ways, to commune with Him regularly and catch 

heaven's quiet fragrance in the midst of our crazy, bustling world. 

Synopses courtesy of Amazon.com 

 
 
All four of Joni’s books will be available for checkout in the Book Nook during April.  

https://www.amazon.com/Joni-Eareckson-Tada/e/B01I2RJU6M/ref=dp_byline_cont_ebooks_1


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

All activities are  
subject to change 
due to COVID-19 

  1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 

5 
Palm Sunday 
 

6 7 
 

8 
 

9 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
Good Friday 

11 
Passover 
 

12 
Easter Sunday 
 

 
 
 
Manor Service 1:30pm 

13 14 
 

15 

 
16 
Leadership 
Team -
7:00pm 

17 
 

18 

19 
 

20 
Newsletter 
articles due 

21 
 

22 
 
 

23 24 25 

26 
 
Senior Recognition 
Sunday (subject to 
change) 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
 

30   

Hope Happenings April 2020 


