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Hope will continue online worship for the month of May.
Dear Friends,
In light of the expectation that positive cases of COVID-19 will peak in Iowa in the next few weeks, I am
strongly encouraging all United Methodist churches in Iowa to refrain from in-person worship
until June 1, when I will reassess. I am going beyond the Governor’s recommendations despite my previously
stated intention of following Governor Reynolds' guidelines around worship.
My reasoning is that our first priority as disciples of Jesus Christ is to protect those who are most
vulnerable, which includes the elderly, the very young, and those with underlying health conditions. Even
though we all want to return to our churches and be a part of the body of Christ in person, I
believe that it is more important to assure the safety of our communities from further infections.
John Wesley’s Three General Rules included: Do no harm. Do good. Stay in love with God. In the midst of our
own personal desires to get back to normal, our faith requires us to seek the good of all. By practicing good
judgment and common sense and out of a concern for the welfare of our
neighbor, we must continue to stay the course by being diligent around social distancing and
refraining from being in large groups. At the same time, there are ample opportunities to safely
engage in mission and outreach in our communities.
In the Wednesday April 29 edition of the Weekly 360°, you will find a process for staged re-opening of local
churches entitled, “Incremental Reentry Process for the Iowa Annual Conference.” I urge the clergy and lay
leadership of every local church to read through it as you ready your congregation.
During the past five weeks, I have participated in a number of online worship services and have been truly
blessed by your creativity, your deep desire to share Christ’s love in new ways, and your warm invitation to
be a part of a faith community. Statistics are already showing strong indications of a resurgence in participation in worship and small groups.
These are not easy times. Yet the body of Christ remains strong and faithful and is making a huge difference
in our state and around the world. I will keep you informed in the days ahead. May God bless you and keep
you.

The Northwest District Conference is scheduled for
Thursday, May 7th at 6:00 pm
NOTICE: District Conference will be conducted virtually via ZOOM!
More information will be coming shortly!!
Please note the change in date!
The District Conference business will include: Approval of district askings, reports from committees such as
Nominations, District Committee on Ordained Ministry (dCOM), Lay Servants, and others.
District Conference is attended by pastors, lay members to Annual Conference, Local Church Lay Leaders,
UMW and UMM Presidents. Other active members of any Northwest District church are also welcome.
Please watch your email for further updates.

The Midwest Mission Distribution Center (MMDC), through the Iowa
Annual Conference, has requested our help in “Filling the Truck” during the month of June.
> They are asking for: Cloth blankets, either new or used (Clean)
Cloth masks (any type)
Personal Hygiene kits
Flannel
> Personal hygiene kits consist of:
> 1 hand towel (15 x 25 or 17 x 27)
> 1 wash cloth
> No kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber towels for either of these items.
> 1 comb - sturdy with at least 6” of teeth. No pocket combs or picks. Rattail and
>
Combs without handles are fine as long as they have 6” of teeth.
> 1 toenail or finger nail clippers-no emery boards or metal files.
> 1 bath size bar of soap-3 ounces or larger.
>
No Ivory or Jergens soap. Do not remove from packaging.
> 1 adult tooth brush. Do not remove from packaging. Personal advertising not
>
acceptable.
> One gallon resealable bag.
> $2.00 for toothpaste. The money can be put in the bag with the rest of the items and we will take
it from there.
> Please have these items in church by May 20. There will be a table on the stage for the blankets,
masks, and flannel. We will also have tubs there for your Hygiene Kits. The Missions Committee
thanks you in advance for helping us “Fill the Truck”.

A FEW IMPORTANT DATES
Mother's Day Sunday, May 10th
UMW Executive Team- May 14 - 2:00 pm
Leadership Team- May 14 - 7:00pm

As each of us shelters in place to do our part to prevent the spread of COVID-19, we
cannot help but be impacted by the scale of illness, death, and financial distress all
around us. We could even be led to believe that this is a hopeless situation. But,
thank God, that is not true!
Together, we can give compassion and care to others in this time of great need.
Since the start of the novel coronavirus outbreak, UMCOR has been working with
health boards, medical professionals, disaster management coordinators, and faith
leaders to prevent the further spread of this disease. Now it is clear that the impact of
COVID-19 will be far-reaching and demands a greater response.
Even as you shelter in place, you can be there for others.
The new UMCOR COVID-19 Response fund will equip partners in the U.S. and
around the world to assist our most vulnerable populations. Grants from this fund will
be disbursed quickly and efficiently to address health concerns, food insecurity, water and hygiene limitations, and other pressing needs.
When you say “yes” to supporting the UMCOR COVID-19 Response, you will help
bring God’s love to life for those who need it most.
Join the UMCOR COVID-19 Response with your gift today.

UMW May Happenings
"Take a good look at God's wonders - - they'll take
your breath away." Psalm 66:5

UMW Executive Team- May 14 - 2:00 pm
All activities will be rescheduled.
This is a good time to call, write notes and stay in contact with each other.

May HUMC library selections from
author Margaret Jensen
Sun is Shining on the Other Side: A Heartwarming and Humorous
Collection of Margaret Jensen's Best Stories
In her down-to-earth style, this popular and beloved storyteller will inspire and move you as
she shares her sorrows and triumphs from everyday life. A heartwarming and humorous collection
of Margaret Jensen's best stories.
Then Comes the Joy: Lessons on Healing a Broken Family
Lena was the infirmary housekeeper at Greensboro College when Margaret Jensen became
the college nurse. Margaret soon discovered that Lena’s kitchen was alive with warmth and love,
wisdom and stories, songs and laughter. Lena’s beautiful face glowed with joy as she helped
hurting students, and Margaret also learned to draw on Lena’s unshakable faith when her own
family faced the crisis of a rebellious college age son.
This collection of stories and meditations is filled with the lessons of faith that Lena taught.
If you long to hear down-to-earth wisdom and discover the deep love of the Heavenly Father, you’ll
treasure Lena’s praise filled approach to troubles and trials. Whether you are struggling through
the dark night of the soul or just need a reminder of God’s faithfulness in the ups and downs of life,
this book offers the perfect cure.
Both books will be available for checkout in the Book Nook during May, along with the
selections from March and April.

