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Hello Church Family, what a first month we have had. I am so grateful to be a part of such a strong  
community. The strength of our church and our community has never been more evident to me than in 
the last month where we have experienced so much Holy Spirit moving and loving folks. I am amazed 
at the capacity we have, not only for love, but the capacity of strength God has given us as humans to 
carry the heaviest and most heart breaking of burdens. I find that when we are struggling the most, 
that is the time we must find the will to rest in Jesus’ promises. The challenge we are all struggling 
with, and some more than others, is learning how to take the next step after such great trials we suffer. 
Learning to live again, after our lives have been rocked to the core, and finding joy after we have been 
catapulted into a hole of abysmal sadness. In John 15, Jesus taught the disciples to stay close to Him 
and stand firm in their faith. Jesus knew the near future would bring great devastation and hardship. 
Challenges often cause Christians to doubt of God’s goodness. Christ warned in John 16:1, “I have 
told you these things so that you won’t abandon your faith” (NIV). Through John 16, Jesus prepared 
the disciples for the overwhelming sorrow they’d soon experience during His suffering and  
crucifixion. Christ knew the grief awaiting them would be unbearable. To help his disciples Jesus 
gave them hope stating, “You will grieve, but your grief will suddenly turn to wonderful joy” John 
16:20. Jesus went on to promise in John 16:33 that their weeping would convert to celebration, and 
their faith would become the ultimate source of their happiness. We are all struggling with anger,  
disappointment, grief, and heartbreak. They are, unfortunately parts of life. This is why it is impera-
tive that we ground our joy in Christ and not relationships, circumstances, jobs, health or achieve-
ments. All of these things can be there in one moment and gone the next, but joy from Christ is per-
manent. Christ’s joy gives us courage to smile when our hearts are broken, pushes us to persevere 
when we feel like quitting, fuels us to stand strong in faith when hope wavers, and equips us to trust 
when we are lost. God will always bring beauty from brokenness. Joy from Christ is not only life-
giving, but life-changing. I read an article last week when I was doing some research that expressed 
three key steps to re-finding our joy even through the darkest of times.  
 Step 1:  Change our perception. Recognize we don't find happiness. We create it. We craft it 
by turning the key to unlock our heart and receive the joy God offers. His desire is that we live in  
complete joy. When happy moments, happy relationships, and happy results come to an end, joy  
remains. (Eckles, 2015) 
 Step 2: Celebrate the promise God gave. During tough moments, painful stages, it's not our 
strength, but His power that lifts us up and carries us through. Relying in that guarantee is what re-
vives joy once again. (Eckles, 2015) 
 Step 3: Call upon Him when sadness, gloom or fear draws near. Calling the powerful name of 
Jesus silences destructive thoughts of self-pity, loneliness, and discouragement. With them out of the 
way, joy will glow again. (Eckles, 2015) 
Happiness comes and goes. Joy lasts as long as God's love. He promised: "As the Father has loved 
me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you obey My commands, you will remain in My 
love, just as I have obeyed My Father's commands and remain in His love. I have told you this so that 
My joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete" John 15:9-11 
 

Eckles, Janet Perez. “Three Secrets to Finding Happiness.” CBN.com, 4 June 2015, https://
www1.cbn.com/Devotions/three-secrets-to-finding-happiness.  



SAVE the DATE and join us for a   
wonderful afternoon of music with 

Glenn Henriksen 

Sunday, August 29th  
    @ 2:00 pm 

at Hope UMC in Pocahontas 
 

 

 
 
 
 

** Freewill offering ** 
 

Coffee & Cookies to follow 

The Roof Fund has currently raised $27,807.13 towards the goal of 

$56,550.  Thanks to those who have already given, and for those who are 
prayerfully considering making a donation to this much needed fund.  



UMW Annual Nut Sale 

 

Plans are underway for the UMW annual nut sale for 

October 16, 2021.  The nuts will all be sold by pre-order 

only.  This means that you can pre-order one bag or 

more of any kind of nuts that we are selling.  There is no 

minimum order.  The pre-sales will happen during July and August with August 31 as the 

deadline to order nuts.  On the date of the sale, orders will be sacked and ready to be picked 

up in the Fellowship Hall 10:00 am-1:00 pm.  Below is a listing of the nuts available this year 

and price per bag or case.  Please call or email your order to Linda Ferguson 712-358-1368 or 

dlferguson@q.com or to the church office 712-335-3663 Tuesday-Friday 1-5 pm.  Payment 

will be due when the nuts are picked-up. 

Kind of nut Price/case Price/bag 
      

Pecan halves $132.00 $11.00 

Pecan pieces $132.00 $11.00 

Light walnuts $132.00 $11.00 

Black walnuts $144.00 $12.00 

Cashews $132.00 $11.00 

Almonds $132.00 $11.00 

Deluxe Mix nuts $132.00 $11.00 

 Healthy nut mix $132.00 $11.00 

Sweet & Salty Trail Mix $120.00 $10.00 

Almond Cranberry Granola Mix  $108.00 $9.00 

Chocolate covered cashews $144.00 $12.00 

Chocolate covered pecans $144.00 $12.00 

Dark Chocolate covered cranberries $120.00 $10.00 

Chocolate covered peanuts $120.00 $10.00 

Chocolate covered raisins $120.00 $10.00 

mailto:dlferguson@q.com


HUMC book selection for August 

 

Sojourner Truth: American Abolitionist  

by W. Terry Whalen 

The first black woman abolitionist, Sojourner Truth was born 
and raised a slave. Yet she would devote her life to the  

struggle for black freedom, traveling widely through New 
England and the Midwest on speaking tours after receiving, in 

1843, a command from God to preach. 

This book will be available for checkout at the Book Nook in the  
Fellowship Hall in August. 

UDMO now needs the following items instead of paper products: 

• canned vegetables (all and any)   *boxed mac and cheese 
• canned soup     *cake mixes 

• canned frosting     *birthday paper plates & napkins 

• birthday candles              *boxed mashed potatoes 
• jelly 

• rice - - any kind 

• spaghetti sauce 

• pancake mix 
• hamburger & tuna helper 

Save the date:  
Children Sunday School 

Promotion Sunday will start September, 19th,  
attendance certificates will be presented. 

Adult class date to be determined. 



UMW August 2021 
 

“Every word of God is flawless; he is a shield to those who take refuge in 
him..” Proverbs 30:5 (NIV) 

 
 

 Don’t miss the summer coffee Wednesday, August 4th at 10:00 a.m.  The UMW Executive Committee 
will be serving caramel rolls.  Please join us for some summer fellowship, food and fun. The Exec Committee 
will meet following the coffee hour.   

 We have exciting news to report.  We applied for and received a $1000 Be Bold grant for UMW units 
that will be used to help our local school.  Linda contacted the school and found two needs: 1) Elementary  
teachers are buying snacks for younger elementary students out of their own pockets.  Half the grant will be 
used to purchase snacks from lists provided by the teacher. 2) The school nurse needs basic underwear for 
elementary students and personal hygiene items for all ages. Half the grant will be used to purchase these 
items.  Because the grant wouldn’t be available until the 2021-2022 school year, the UMW did give $250 to 
each of these causes (total of $500) for use in the second semester of 2020-2021.   
 We are continuing to collect beverage and other aluminum can tabs to provide personal items for 
human trafficking survivors recovering at three Safe Homes in Iowa. Our unit is already supporting Lila Mae’s 
House in Sioux City. There is a bucket in the Fellowship Hall for the tabs.  

United Methodist Women are a community of women whose PURPOSE is to know God, to be a supportive 
fellowship and to be in mission. √  √  √ 

  Birthdays                               Anniversaries   

 

  
 
 Linda Arnold  9/3    Johnathan & Emma  8/28 
 Johnathan Herrick 9/4  
 Rob Freeburg 9/7      Rob & Nicki Bunda 9/4  
 Sharyn Cook 9/8 
 Karen Boyd  9/10 
 Leon Johnson 9/12 
 Sharon Hauswirth 9/17 
 Brandon Gathers 9/25 
 Jacob Ferguson 9/26 
 Roger Hauswirth 9/26 
 

 

Going forward Birthdays & Anniversaries for the next month will be put in mid-month. 



The 42nd Annual Mission Ingathering will be held on  
Saturday, November 6, 2021 

The Purpose of Mission  

Ingathering is to show the love of 

Christ to the world’s people by  

ministering to their needs. 

The Ingathering team is pleased to continue our partnership with Midwest Mission.  
They are an UMCOR Cooperating depot that also partners with many other nonprofits. They 
regularly ship two to three containers of humanitarian relief each month domestically and 
internationally. 
The Ingathering team has determined that the kits listed inside this brochure will be our  
focus in 2021. You will find the specific kit lists with the supplies listed for each kit inside. 
You will see significant changes because recipients of the kits have named their highest  
priority needs. Learn more about Midwest Mission at www.midwestmission.org. 

PERSONAL DIGNITY KIT ($13 VALUE)  
Bath Hand Towel - No kitchen towels 
1 Bath Washcloth - No dishcloths 
1 Adult Toothbrush – No multipacks 
1 Bar Soap - 3-4 oz 
1 Shampoo - 15-18 oz 
1 Deodorant - 2-3 oz - stick, roll on, or pump 
1 1-gal Resealable Plastic Bag 
 
Place all items in the resealable plastic bag  
Add a $2 Donation for razor and toothpaste 

STUDENT KIT ($16 VALUE)  
3 Notebooks - 1 subject spiral 8”x 10 1/2” 
1 Ruler - 12” long with metric 
6 Pencils - unsharpened 
1 Pencil Sharpener 
1 Eraser - 2” or larger 
1 Box 12 Colored Pencils 
1 Box 24 Crayons 
1 Pair of Student Scissors  
1 One Handle Cloth Bag * 

Please  include $2.00 postage for each kit. 



 

Worship Assistants for August †  

 

9:00am Havelock Center 

10:30 am Pocahontas Center 
  

August Communion—Brian & Shela Blomker 
 

August Liturgists: 

August 1— Carol Hallman 

August 8—Ginger Ernst 

August 15— Karen Boyd 

August 22— Linda Ferguson 

August 29—Carol McLain 
 

August Acolyte: Rory Bunda 
 

August Ushers* Volunteers 
 

August Greeters 

North Door: Leon & Gwen Johnson 

South Door: Carol Hallman 

East Handicap Door: Elaine Cook  
 

Fellowship:  

August 1—Dan & Cindy Murphy 

August 8—Donna Hudson 

August 15— Leo & Carol Hallman 

August 22—  Ginger Ernst 

August 29—Julie Waterman 

 
 

Going forward this sheet will be posted on the bulletin board outside  

the north Sanctuary door. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
9:00 am Havelock/
Communion 
10:30am Pocahontas/
Communion 

2 3 4 
UMW Summer 
Coffee 10:00am 
Executive  
Committee  
following 
 
Outreach 
4:00pm 

5 6 
Plover Flea 
market sale 

7 

8 
9:00 am Havelock 
10:30am Pocahontas 
 

9 
SPRC 
Team 
7:00pm 

10 
 

11 
Education 
Team 
5:15pm 
 

12 
 

13 14 

15 
9:00 am Havelock 
10:30am Pocahontas  

16 17 
 

18 
Mission 
Team—6:00pm 
 

Leadership 
Team—7:00pm 

19 20 21 

22 
9:00 am Havelock 
10:30am Pocahontas 

23 24 25 26 27 28 
Killian 
Wedding 

29 
9:00 am Havelock 
10:30am Pocahontas 
 
Glenn Henriksen,  
Concert,  2:00pm–  
Pocahontas Center 

30 31     

       

Hope Happenings for August 2021 


