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306 2nd Ave NW, PO Box 116, Pocahontas, IA 50574
Phone: 712-335-3663
Website: Hopeumcia.org
Facebook: Hope UMC - Pocahontas, Havelock & Plover

Wake up Christian! Wake up! Now is not the time to sleep, hide or look the other way while
the world slowly falls into sin and ruin. The time is now! John Wesley wrote a sermon entitled
“On the Use of Money,” where he asserted that “if you make and save all that you can
honestly, but do not give all that you can away to relieve poverty, feed the hungry and heal
the sick, you may be a living person, but a dead Christian.” In Matthew 25:14-30 is one of
Jesus’ most significant parables regarding work is set in the context of investments. A rich
man assigns the management of his wealth to his servants, much as investors in today’s
markets do. He gives five talents (a large unit of money) to the first servant, two talents to the
second, and one talent to the third. Two of the servants earn 100 percent returns by trading
with the funds, but the third servant hides the money in the ground and earns nothing. The
rich man returns, rewards the two who made money, but severely punishes the servant who
did nothing.
The meaning of the parable extends far beyond financial investments. God has given each
person a wide variety of gifts, and he expects us to employ those gifts in his service. It is not
acceptable merely to put those gifts on a closet shelf and ignore them. Like the three
servants, we do not have gifts of the same degree. The return God expects of us is
commensurate with the gifts we have been given. Think and believe today that the gifts God
gave should be used for his kingdom and glory, here, now in our communities, so ask yourself,
how am I serving the Lord of my heart today? Do I feel the call to do more or help? Yes
faithful servant come forward into the light of Christ feel the warmth when you serve others,
it is a joy like no other! Our church family wants and needs your help. Please ask on where
and how you can get plugged in to the life of the church, and be the light of Christ to our
community!
Pastor K

GGYB

Birthdays

Anniversaries

Linda Arnold
9/3
Johnathan Herrick 9/4
Rob Freeburg
9/7
Sharyn Cook
9/8
Karen Boyd
9/10
Leon Johnson
9/12
Sharon Hauswirth 9/17
Brandon Gathers 9/25
Jacob Ferguson 9/26
Roger Hauswirth 9/26

Rob & Nicki Bunda

9/4

Going forward Birthdays & Anniversaries for the next month will be put in mid-month.

UMW September 2021
“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
Luke 12:34 (NIV)
September is here and UMW is off to a busy fall… circles resume, the fall luncheon, the Camp Clear
Lake (formerly Northwest) District Annual Meeting and… the nut sale!! We will be hosting the fall district
spiritual growth study in late October but will let you know all about that next month. Linda has received the
lists of snacks and personal care items needed at the school and is working on getting the requested items.
We are so appreciative of the $1000 Be Bold grant our unit received. The executive committee approved
spending up to $200 for updating toys in the nursery. Several members worked to clean and remove dated
and/or unsafe toys. Take a peek!
September 1: Charity Circle in the Friendship Room
Hostess: Mary Turner or Dixie Gottsch
Program: Mary Turner
September 2: Truth Circle
Hostess: Karen Boyd
Co-Hostess: Carol McCurdy
Program: Carol McCurdy
September 15: UMW Noon Luncheon
Planning Committee: Truth Circle
September 25: District UMW meeting at Estherville
Lunch reservations due by Sept. 18
We are continuing to collect beverage and other aluminum can tabs to provide personal items for
human trafficking survivors recovering at three Safe Homes in Iowa. Our unit is already supporting Lila Mae’s
House in Sioux City. There is a bucket in the Fellowship Hall for the tabs.

Studies at Havelock and Pocahontas Centers
Starting Tuesday, September 7th at
6:00pm—Pocahontas Center–
Fireproof, watch the movie then
Tuesday, September 14 @ 6:30pm
the group study will start.
To join the group for either study you
can set up the band app on your smart
phone or scan the QR code below.

Starting Wednesday, September 8th
at 6:30pm—Havelock Center—
The Book of Ruth.
To join the group for either study you
can set up band app on your smart
phone or scan the QR code below.

Hope Renewed Plover Flea Market

Impact Ministries International is remodeling the Plover
United Methodist Church into a women’s shelter.
An enormous garage sale at the corner of Jackson and
East Street in Plover supports this project.

Sept 10 from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Tom will be present from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Sept 11 from 8 a.m. to noon.

Christmas decorations children’s toys and clothing,
crafts, collectibles, furniture, bedding, kitchen and
many household items.

Please join us at the Pocahontas Center on Sunday, September 19th
as we kick off our Sunday School year!
Sunday School will begin at 9:30 a.m.
We will meet up in the Fellowship Hall for donuts and juice before we
head downstairs to our classrooms.
All children K-12 students are welcome!
Join us upstairs for church at 10:30 a.m. where we will be presenting
2020-21 Attendance Awards!
Hope to see you all there for this fun and important day for
our students!!!
Adult Sunday School starts Sunday, October 3rd @ 9:15am

UDMO now needs the following items instead of paper products:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

canned vegetables (all and any)
canned soup
canned frosting
birthday candles
jelly
rice - - any kind
spaghetti sauce
pancake mix
hamburger & tuna helper

*boxed mac and cheese
*cake mixes
*birthday paper plates & napkins
*boxed mashed potatoes

Selections for September from HUMC library

Three books by Adam Hamilton:

Creed: What Christians Believe and Why
We’re all searching. Sometimes the search is easy: simply type a question and the
answer pops up. But sometimes our questions are complicated, and the answers are
difficult to see and harder to articulate. How do we discover and examine the truths
that give meaning and purpose to life? Adam Hamilton believes that some powerful
answers are contained in the Apostles’ Creed, an early statement of
foundational Christian beliefs. In this book, Hamilton considers important questions
of life, reality, and truth. He explores not only what Christians believe, but also why
they believe it and why it matters.
Enough: Discovering Joy through Simplicity and Generosity
Money has great power in our lives. Used wisely, it is one key to accomplishing our
goals, providing for our needs, and fulfilling our life purpose. In recent years, many
of us ignored the wisdom of the past when it came to managing and spending our
money. Credit card debt soared, savings rates plummeted, and our home equity
became something to be tapped into and spent rather than a source of security in
retirement. We felt an insatiable desire for more. And we found ourselves spending
tomorrow's money today in order to have what we hoped would satisfy. The result of all of this was
not greater happiness and satisfaction, but greater stress and anxiety. Enough is an invitation to
rediscover the Bible's wisdom when it comes to prudent financial practices. In these pages are found
the keys to experiencing contentment, overcoming fear, and discovering joy through simplicity and
generosity. This book could change your life, by changing your relationship with money.
Forgiveness: Finding Peace Through Letting Go
There is nothing more crippling than holding on to anger. Anger, more than any
other emotion, has the power to consume all aspects of our lives, distort our sense
of purpose, and destroy our relationship with God.
In the passionate and life-changing book Forgiveness: Finding Peace Though
Letting Go, bestselling author Adam Hamilton brings the same insight that he
applied in the bestseller "Why?" to the challenge of forgiveness. Hamilton argues
that revelation comes when we realize that forgiveness is a gift we give ourselves
rather than to someone else. He also contends that only when we learn to forgive others and
ourselves can we truly receive forgiveness from God.
These books will be available for check out at the Book Nook in the Fellowship Hall during the
month of September. Be sure to visit the library to browse all of the books available for check out
at HUMC! The library is located on the lower level in the room off the chapel.

Hope UMC Leadership Team Meeting
Fellowship Hall Pocahontas Center

August 18, 2021, 7:00 pm

Attendance: Pastor K, Sharon Hauswirth, Sarah Freeburg, Joan Reinhart, Elaine Cook, Donnie McLain, Vicki
Kerns, Tim Cook, Brian Blomker, Carol Hallman, Linda Ferguson, & Kathy Johnson.
Sharon called the meeting to order. Pastor K opened the meeting with devotions from the Billy Graham book
“Wisdom for Each Day.” The reading was on Romans 3 – the righteousness of God.
The minutes from the July 21st meeting were sent to the Leadership team prior to the meeting for their
reading. Donnie moved and Brian seconded to approve the minutes as printed. Ayes all.
Sharon gave the treasurer’s report. Opening balance, $50,135.64; offerings and interest, $16,094.14. Total
expenses, $17,997.90; cash in budget account at end of month, $48,231.88. Apportionments have been paid through
July. Sharon reported that in the special checking accounts, she changed the name of Kings Kids Club to Kings Kids
Club/Children’s Ministries due to a donation that had been made and it fit best in this category. Tim moved to approve
the report. Brian seconded the motion. Ayes all.
Sharon then reported on the Pocahontas Roof fund. A total of $30.067.13 has been raised so far towards the
needed $56,550. At our July meeting, leadership had decided to borrow the remaining amount from the bank, but
Sharon noted that interest is currently 4%, and that we would need to borrow almost $27,000 for the remainder of the
amount. Sharon has currently paid the total amount from special checking. Leadership agreed that this was a better
plan so we did not have to pay back interest. Leadership agreed not to borrow additional money from the bank at this
time, and that Sharon will put all the additional money that comes in for the roof fund immediately back into the
special checking account that it was taken from.
It was noted that each committee needs to have their proposed budgets to Sharon prior to the September
meeting for approval by Leadership if they are not already handed in to Sharon. She will then have a total proposed
budget for us to approve at that time.
Ministry Team Reports:
Trustees: Pastor K: The roof work is completed over Fellowship Hall in Pocahontas. A technology consultant, Pastor
Matt, will be coming to give recommendations for updating our equipment to better serve our church. This will include
better audio recording for recording our worship services. Depending on costs, this may be a fundraiser option instead
of coming from the trustee’s budget. Brian shared that he just noticed that the handicap handrail had been run into by
a car and is badly bent and will need to be straightened.
Education: Pastor K noted that the Education Committee had met and noted that there will be some changes proposed
to their budget for several line items. The start date for Kid’s Sunday School has been set for September 19th. Pastor K
shared that he will be doing some special trips with last year’s confirmation class this year.
Outreach and Member Care: Elaine reported. Glenn Henriksen concert will be on Sunday, Aug. 29th at 2:00 with coffee
and cookies being served following the concert. The Outreach Team will meet next on Wednesday, Sept. 1st to discuss
their budget.
Worship: Tim reported. They have not met, and Pastor and he will be setting a meeting date. Pastor K shared that
worship and nominations were the two committees that he is chair of per the Book of Discipline.
Missions: Brian reported. The mission fundraiser/pastor and family welcome dinner raised over $1,000 for the Plover
Project. Our church will continue supporting the Kies as our missionaries.
UMW: Joan reported. UMW Nut Sales orders need to be in by August 31st. She encouraged everyone to get their
orders in.

Hope UMC Leadership Team Meeting
Fellowship Hall Pocahontas Center

August 18, 2021, 7:00 pm (pg2)

SPRC: Sarah reported: They will be meeting in early September.
Vicki reported on progress at the Plover Safe House. The next Flea Market will be on Sept 10th and 11th. Tom Stamen
will be there to give tours of the church from 10:00 am – 2:00 on Saturday for anyone who wants to see the current
progress. The project continues to need additional financial support.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor K shared that the SPRC needs to complete the Ministry Action Plan (MAP) for our congregation.
It will need Leadership’s support for all jobs to move forward. Pastor K plans to have continuous bible and small group
studies, quarterly new member classes, support local missions, engage a technology consultant, and help host the 5th
quarter (after football game) events at church. For local missions, he shared that the Beacon at Ft Dodge needs labor
and asked us to pray about how our church can commit to help there. They need hands to help empty a semi of
furniture, then to set it up. (They have to pay a per hour rate as the semi is unloaded, so the faster it is unloaded, the
better!) There are many other needs as well, and Pastor K wanted to get it on our radar. He noted that he has shared
this need with the Ministerial Association as well.
Pastor K also shared that he had just received a letter from the Iowa Conference regarding worship guidelines due to
the upswing of COVID cases. We are back to the green-yellow-red system. If red, churches are supposed to close for
worship. He noted that if Leadership supports him, he will plan on keeping the church open no matter what color our
county is, but that mask and social distancing guidelines would be followed. Church family then can choose to worship
however they feel comfortable - - either in person or via technology. This brought up the reason to improve and
update our technology. This may include updating our camera, using the Easy Worship program, and streaming live.
He noted that the Easy Worship program is interactive, and people at home can submit prayer requests, which is why
we need a technology consultant to come help us see what changes we may want to consider making. This will not
only be beneficial if COVID cases increase but will be a great way to stay connected for our members. He also shared
that that FCA may be having a chaplain for the basketball team that he may help with. Pastor K ended asking
leadership how he can be a better pastor for Hope UMC.
The next meeting is Sept. 15th at 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.
The meeting closed with praying the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Elaine Cook
Leadership Team Secretary pro-tem

The Roof Fund currently needs $26,482.87
towards the goal of $56,550. Thank you to those who have already
given, and for those who are prayerfully considering please make
a donation to this much needed fund.

The 42nd Annual Mission Ingathering will be held on
Saturday, November 6, 2021

The Purpose of Mission
Ingathering is to show the love of
Christ to the world’s people by
ministering to their needs.

The Ingathering team is pleased to continue our partnership with Midwest Mission.
They are an UMCOR Cooperating depot that also partners with many other nonprofits. They
regularly ship two to three containers of humanitarian relief each month domestically and
internationally.
The Ingathering team has determined that the kits listed inside this brochure will be our
focus in 2021. You will find the specific kit lists with the supplies listed for each kit inside.
You will see significant changes because recipients of the kits have named their highest
priority needs. Learn more about Midwest Mission at www.midwestmission.org.
PERSONAL DIGNITY KIT ($13 VALUE)
Bath Hand Towel - No kitchen towels
1 Bath Washcloth - No dishcloths
1 Adult Toothbrush – No multipacks
1 Bar Soap - 3-4 oz
1 Shampoo - 15-18 oz
1 Deodorant - 2-3 oz - stick, roll on, or pump
1 1-gal Resealable Plastic Bag
Place all items in the resealable plastic bag
Add a $2 Donation for razor and toothpaste

STUDENT KIT ($16 VALUE)
3 Notebooks - 1 subject spiral 8”x 10 1/2”
1 Ruler - 12” long with metric
6 Pencils - unsharpened
1 Pencil Sharpener
1 Eraser - 2” or larger
1 Box 12 Colored Pencils
1 Box 24 Crayons
1 Pair of Student Scissors
1 One Handle Cloth Bag *
Please include $2.00 postage for each kit.

Worship Assistants for September †
9:00am Havelock Center
10:30 am Pocahontas Center
September Communion—Julie Waterman
September Liturgists:
September 5—Brian Blomker
September 12—Tim Cook
September 19—Donnie McLain
September 26—Sue Gould
September Acolyte: Halee Hauswirth
September Ushers* Leo Hallman—Scott Ernst
Chris Radig—Don Ferguson
September Greeters
North Door: Brad & Angie Cook family
South Door: Keith & Kathy Johnson
East Handicap Door: Shela Blomker
September Fellowship:
September 5— Labor Day—Volunteers
September 12— Don & Carol McLain
September 19— Carol McCurdy
September 26— Ann Harrison
This sheet will be posted on the bulletin board outside the north
Sanctuary door.

Hope Happenings for September 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1
2
Charity Circle Truth
10:00am
Circle
7:00pm
Outreach 4:00pm

Masks and
Social distancing
observed when needed

Fri
3

Sat
4

Worship 5:00pm
5
6
9:00 am Havelock/
Communion
10:30am Pocahontas/
Communion

7
Potluck 6:00pm
@ Pocahontas
Fireproof
movie

8
Education
5:15pm

9
Plover Flea
Market
Sale
Book of Ruth 9am-7pm
Study @
Havelock6:30pm

10
11
Plover Flea
Market
Sale
8am-noon

12
9:00 am Havelock
10:30am Pocahontas

14
Group study@ Pocahontas
Fireproof6:30pm

15
Missions
6:00pm

16

17

18

25

24

13

Leadership
7:00pm

19
9:00 am Havelock
9:30 Youth SS
10:30am Pocahontas

20

21
Group study@ Pocahontas
Fireproof6:30pm

22
Bible Study
@ Havelock6:30pm

23

26
9:00 am Havelock
9:30 SS Youth SS
10:30am Pocahontas

27

28
Group study@ Pocahontas
Fireproof6:30pm

29
Bible Study
@ Havelock6:30pm

30

