
Hope Happenings 

Church Family Outing 
On Sunday, December 5th our church family is planning an outing to Algona to visit the nativity set and POW 
museum. The nativity was built by German POW's during World War II.  We will also be visiting the Camp  
Algona museum.  The nativity  is operated off of a free will donation .Admission into the museum is $3.00 
for adults and $2.00 for children.  The plan is to carpool from the church parking lot leaving at 1:30.  We will  
congregate at the Pizza Ranch in Algona around 5:45-6:00. This  is not just an outing for adults as children 
would benefit from learning about this slice of Iowa history.     
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HOPE Happenings 

BE SALTY and SHINE YOUR LIGHT 

In todays culture being called “salty” is widely accepted as negative. It means that you are angry or in a bad 
mood and to be referenced as “salty” usually makes you feel even more angry and frustrated with the  
person saying it. Yet this is an example of satans way to control something meant for good and make it bad. 
Literally causing you to avoid being “salty.” I would however like us to change the culture and influence it in 
the spirit of what being “salty” is all about. Mathew 5:13-16 NIV reads,  13 “You are the salt of the earth. But 
if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be 
thrown out and trampled underfoot”. So I say let’s be SALTY! God commands us to be the salt of the earth, 
providing enhancements to an already broken world and make the change to be better. Everyone knows 
food is so much better when salt is applied and so is life. When we feed ourselves and the world the spiritual 
truths of God we enhance all that is in us and around us. Anyone afraid of the dark? As we know satan lurks 
and prowls all the time but especially in the dark. satan does not want you to see him coming and often uses 
things around you to influence you in partial truth only to make something good harmful. You are told to be 
the LIGHT in the darkness. 14 “You are the light of the world”. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden.  
15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light  
to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your  
good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” So church family, lets shine our light and be as salty as 
 possible to every area of our lives and those around us!  
 
GGYB, and so do I 

PK 



Poinsettia Giving 

 

Given by     Giving in Memory or Honor of 

Karen, Allan Jr, Cathy & family, Heather,   Allan Minkler 
Jesse Beekman & boys, and Cory Minkler  
Bruce & Judy Boysen     Parents & Grandparents 
Steve, Jean, Molly Trimble    Jerrilee Arnold, Jim & Margaret Trimble  
       and all lost loved ones and our beautiful family 
Brad Arnold family     Jerri Arnold, Diane Leith 
       Bernard Arnold, David Leith 
Mary Lou Johnson     Norman E. Johnson, Amy Lou Johnson 
Carol & Leo Hallman     Jim Hudson 
Leon & Gwen Johnson    Char Samuelson and Wilbur & Orella Johnson 
Carol McCurdy     Cam McCurdy 
Carol & Donnie McLain    Our Parents 
Donna Hudson     Jim Hudson, parents and brother Curtis Anderson 
Dixie Gottsch      all my Dialysis Drivers and Prayer Warriors 
Ernella Van Horn     Ray, our parents and our son 
Bruce & Carolyn Wheatley and Matthew Wheatley  Floyd & Theo Nielsen 
Bruce & Carolyn Wheatley and      Lyle & Phyllis Wheatley 
Matthew Wheatley and Rosie Herman 
Bev Hopkins      Don Hopkins 
       Children, Grandchildren and  Great Grandchildren 
Tim & Elaine Cook     Our loved ones 
John & Karen Boyd     Randy, Ron and Sharlene Hauswirth 

   Birthdays                 Anniversaries    

  
 Becky Ives   12/2   Bruce & Carolyn Wheatley  12/11 

 Dani Cook   12/2   Don & Linda Ferguson  12/27 
 Kelsey Sawyer  12/3 
 Linda Ferguson  12/5 
 Gary Zhorne   12/6 
 Dixie Gottsch   12/11 
 Lindsey Samuelson  12/12 
 Ryker Sawyer   12/15 
 Steve Trimble   12/15 
 Paxton Cundiff   12/16 
 Gage Bunda   12/17 
 Ava Frank   12/20 
 Gabriel Killian   12/24 
 Rosie Herman   12/25 
 Laura Van Holland  12/26 

Birthdays & Anniversaries for the next month will be put in mid-month newsletter. 



 

The Hope United Methodist Church Sunday School Children 
will present "The Christmas Story" on Sunday, December 12 

during the 10:30 Worship Service at Pocahontas Center.   

   Sunday School Christmas Missions Project 

 

     The Sunday School classes would like to ask you for 
your help as we prepare for our Christmas Missions  
Project!  We are planning a “Birthday Party for Jesus” on 

Saturday, December 11th from 1-3pm.  We will be inviting families from our 
community to join us at the Pocahontas Center that afternoon to celebrate the 
true meaning of Christmas…our Savior’s birth!!!  We will be crafting gifts for the 
care centers and loved ones, singing our favorite Christmas carols, and what 
Birthday party would be complete without Birthday cake?! 
 
 
 
  
 
 
We are going to need help from our congregation to make this celebration  
worthy of a KING!!!!!  Please be watching for a clipboard that will let you know 
how you can help.  We would truly love for our WHOLE church family to be a part 
of this celebration….so even if you are not able to help, we would love for you to 
attend the MOST IMPORTANT BIRTHDAY PARTY OF THE YEAR!!!!!  Please mark 
your calendars and be watching the church website, Facebook page, upcoming 
bulletins, and the December Newsletter for more  
details…..and PLEASE invite our community friends to join 
us….we don’t want ANYONE to miss an invitation to this very 
special Birthday party!!!!  



The Rialto Theatre needs volunteers 
The theatre cannot operate without  

volunteers, who can work either behind the counter helping with 
concessions or selling tickets at the front door. They also help with 

sweeping the theatre after the show is over.  
Helping out comes with some benefits:  

volunteers can stay and watch the movie for free, or receive a pass 
so they can come back and watch another movie.  

Volunteers who stay also get free pop and popcorn.  
Volunteers have been a key to keeping the Rialto up and running in 

recent years, but the list of helpers has dwindled. Keeping the volunteer roster full will help the community 
continue to run its movie theatre.  

To learn more about volunteering or to sign up, stop by the theatre or email Fritz at rialto@ncn.net.                     
Thank you for your help with spreading the word. 

History of Soup & Pie Suppers 

The first soup & pie supper was held in January 1958 in the Pocahontas  
Fellowship Hall. The men’s Sunday school class, led by Jim Hudson, Sr. was 

asked to raise funds so the  purchase of 3rd grade Bibles could continue. The 
class took the challenge and Re. Ed Boulton and Jim made the first pot of chili 

from Mrs. Boulton’s recipe. 
 

 Fern Oleson was in charge of noodles and making the chicken noodle soup. Jeri Hammer  
solicited the chickens from farm wives. Betty Braunschweig was head of the pie committee. 

 
In later years other church organizations were in charge, until the  

administrative board (leadership team) took over and made it a whole church 
project. In 2013 the date was moved from January to November. 

UMW December 2021 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.  John 1:1 (NIV) 

      
 

Vespers: An evening prayer or service 
In 1962 the Women’s Society of Pocahontas Methodist Church (now Hope UMC) decided to make their  
regular December meeting a special Christmas Vespers service. They met at 5:00pm in the sanctuary for  

a program, followed by “a light supper” in the Fellowship Hall. Members were to bring a guest. 

mailto:rialto@ncn.net


Church Family, 
 It is always the season in our hearts to have an attitude of giving, especially when we celebrate the 
Christmas. This year Hope UMC is partnering with Upper Des Moines and collecting money for Christmas 
baskets for our local families in need. Donations should be turned into the church only, please don’t contact 
Wood’s or UDMO,  basket s are $25.00.  You can drop off your money to Brian Blomker, Pastor K or the 
church office on or before December 12th. Please pray into and hopefully feel led to filling the following to 
help others in our community feel the joy of receiving. ISAIAH 61:1-3 Be the hands and feet of Christ! 
 

Each Christmas basket will consist of  
1 ham, potatoes, gravy, vegetable, dinner rolls, pie. 
 
Thank you for your help and blessings over this project. 
 

Mission Committee 
 
Name: _____________________________________ 
 
Paid by:   (   ) Check        (    ) Cash 
 
Please note date change to turn in money. 

 

HUMC library book selection for December  

 

The Purpose of Christmas by Rick Warren 

Rick Warren, the bestselling author of The Purpose Driven Life, expounds 
on the profound origins of Christmas and shows how we can welcome the 
season of peace into our lives. 
 
In his powerful yet compassionate voice, Pastor Rick Warren sounds the 
clarion call to “remember the reason for the season,” taking us on a  
journey back in time to the most wonderful story of all—the birth of the  
baby Jesus. Regardless of your background, religion, or circumstances, 
Christmas is the best news you can ever receive. Now through stirring  

imagery and compelling personal insights, The Purpose of Christmas honors the significance and 
promise of this cherished holiday. 
 
Pastor Warren encourages you to identify and confront what drains peace from your life. 
He explains that the way to respond to these “peace-robbers” is to learn how to surrender 
to God’s will and not feel defeated or discouraged when life does not go as planned. True 
peace of mind is found by having  unshakeable faith—knowing that God will guide you 
through life’s challenges. 
 
Gorgeously written, The Purpose of Christmas will exhilarate you to honor the true significance of 
Christmas and to nurture God’s gifts of love and peace in this world. 
 

This book will be available for checkout at the Book Nook in the Fellowship Hall  
in December. 



 

Worship Assistants for December †  

9:00am Havelock Center 

9:15am Adult SS @ Pocahontas Center 

9:30 am Youth SS @ Pocahontas Center 

10:30 am Pocahontas Center 
 

December Communion—Terrie & Roger Allen 
 

December Liturgists: 

December 5— Carol McLain 

December 12— Sue Gould 

December 19— Tim Cook 

December 26— Ann Harrison 
 

Advent Candle lighting families 

November 28– Brett & Nicki Johnson & family 

December 5– Patrick & Jessica Frank & family 

December 12– Brian & Michealeen Friesner & family 

December 19 –Ryan & Kelsey Sawyer & family 

December 24—Aaron & Lindsey Samuelson & family 
 

December Acolyte: Ava Runneberg 
 

December Ushers* Duane Wiemers-Patrick Frank-Brad & Chase Cook 
 

December Greeters 

North Door: Brad & Angie Cook family 

South Door: Donnie & Carol McLain 

East Handicap Door: Martie Nedved 
 

December Fellowship:  

December 5— Tim & Elaine Cook 

December 12— Bob & Joan Reinhart 

December 19— Carol McCurdy 

December 26— Volunteers 

Want to volunteer, contact Pastor PK  for details! 
This  sheet will be posted on the bulletin board outside the north  Sanctuary door. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
3:30pm –Joy Bells 
 
6:30pm—Vespers 

2 3 
5th Quarter 
Event 

4 

5 
9:00 am Havelock/
Communion 
9:15am Adult SS @ Poky 
9:30am Youth SS@ Poky 
10:30am Pocahontas/
Communion 
Outing to Algona 
Welcoming families  
joining Hope 

6 7 
 

8 
 

3:30pm –Joy Bells 
 
5:15pm—
Education Team 
 

6:30pm-  
Havelock study 

9 10 
 

11 
1:00-3:00pm 
Jesus birthday 
party 

12 
9:00 am Havelock 
9:15am Adult SS @ Poky 
9:30am Youth SS@ Poky 
10:30am Pocahontas 
 

Sunday School Christmas 
program 
4:00pm-Chair Volleyball 

13 14 
 

15 
3:30pm –Joy Bells 
 

6:30pm-  
Havelock study 

16 
 

17 
5th Quarter 
Event 

18 
 

19 
9:00 am Havelock 
9:15am Adult SS @ Poky 
9:30am Youth SS@ Poky 
10:30am Pocahontas 
Joy Bells playing  @  
Pocahontas 

20 
 
 

21 
Newsletter  
article deadline 
 
 

22 
6:30pm-  
Havelock study 

23 24 
Christmas Eve 
service 
5:00pm 

25 
Jesus Birthday 
 

26 
9:00 am Havelock 
9:15am Adult SS @ Poky 
9:30am Youth SS@ Poky 
10:30am Pocahontas 

27 28 
 

29 
6:30pm-  
Havelock study 

30 31 
 

 

       

Hope Happenings for December 2021 

Masks and  
Social distancing  
observed when needed 


