
Remembering the Exodus       Submitted by Riley Hopkins 
to my weary friend- 
I read Exodus 13 this morning, the chapter in which God's people- the Israelites -are finally freed from slavery 
to Pharaoh after the ten plagues. This moment of departure is known as the Exodus. Before they begin their 
trek to the land of milk and honey, Moses is intentional in reminding them that this day must be remembered 
by eating unleavened bread for seven days. He urges them that this day, of this month, this tradition must be 
kept, even after they are in the Promised Land. In Exodus 13:8-10, he says "You shall tell your son on that 
day, 'It is because of what the Lord did for me when I came out of Egypt.' And it shall be to you as a sign on 
your hand and as a memorial between your eyes, that the law of the Lord may be in your mouth. For with a 
strong hand the Lord has brought you out of Egypt. You shall therefore keep this statute at its appointed 
time from year to year." 
These few verses (and the few before) are soaked in wisdom and instruction - even for us today. Perhaps it 
was because the Lord could see the journey His people were about to embark on- 40 years in the wilderness 
before reaching the Promised Land. 40 years of wandering, after begging the Lord to save them. He knew they 
would need to remember the Exodus if they were going to trust in Him throughout the wilderness. 
I've noticed that in seasons of waiting for an answer to prayer, the Lord's character feels suddenly fleeting. 
This is no doubt a tired work of the enemy, to feed us lies that we don't really know our God in moments our 
desperation for Him is flooding. I can't help but think that escaping from Egypt and then getting faced with 40 
more years waiting would have caused some Israelites to question the goodness of God. I think Exodus 13 
speaks perfectly to this battle. What is our God, through Moses, really telling us, His people? Let's break it 
down: 
Exodus 13:4 - "Today, in the month of Abib, you are going out." 
This very day! The very moment they were free of Pharaoh's suffocating grip. The very moment of the Lord's 
faithfulness to them. Moses urges us to be specific in remembering the very second we saw the hand of our 
Lord deliver us! 
 
(Continued on page 2)         
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Exodus 13:5 (paraphrased) - "And when the Lord brings you into the land...flowing with milk and honey, 
you shall keep this service..." 
Even when they've entered the good land. Even when the prayer is answered and the anguish has subsided. 
Moses urges that a regular tradition of remembering the Lord's awe-striking goodness to us is just as  
necessary after the promise is delivered as it was in the waiting. 
Exodus 13:7 - "Unleavened bread shall be eaten for seven days..." 
Seven days of unleavened bread- not a moment or a thought, but a whole week. Moses urges a long pause of 
remembrance for what the Lord has done. Unleavened bread would not have been a custom meal for the  
Israelites. Moses urges a pause with intentionality. A change in pace to truly mark a moment of faithfulness 
from the Lord. Unleavened bread would have actually been easier and faster to make than the traditional 
leavened bread (that would have taken time to rise). Moses urges a realistic and simple enough tradition that 
could be done regularly, not a burden or a hinderance. 
Exodus 13:8 - "You shall tell your son on that day, 'It is because of what the Lord did for me when I came 
out of Egypt.'" 
This tradition should last throughout the generations, with constant assurance of the why behind it. Moses 
urges that our children should be sure of the Lord's faithfulness to us. The Lord's faithfulness in our lives 
should be a testament to His character for the many who come after. 
Exodus 13:9 - "And it shall be to you as a sign on your hand and as a memorial between your eyes, that the 
law of the Lord may be in your mouth." 
There is nothing closer or more accessible than what lies between your eyes and within your hand. Moses 
urges a constant and accessible reminder, that would be before your eyes at all times, of who the Lord truly 
is. So that when the enemy comes knocking, Truth is not far. 
Exodus 13:9-10 (Emphasis added) "For with a strong hand the Lord has brought you out of Egypt. You shall 
therefore keep this statute..." 
In this moment, for the Israelites, the Lord would have just revealed His character toward them- that He is a 
God who hears our cry and responds to our desperation. In His strength and divine power, He rescued them 
in completion. Moses urges that for both the Israelites, then, and us right now, the Lord has given us REASON 
to trust His character. He has proven Himself time and time again. And recalling on His faithfulness is not an 
exaggerated or irrational response but a REASONABLE one. He has done it before and has given you reason to 
believe He will do it AGAIN. This is a REASONABLE response! 
Exodus 13:10 - "You shall therefore keep this statute at its appointed time from year to year." 
These words were especially crucial for the Israelites, as they would have 40 years ahead of them to believe 
the Lord would come through again. The same for us, not all prayers are answered in the same day, year, or 
even lifetime that we request them. But nonetheless, every single one is answered. Moses urges that recalling 
on the Lord's faithfulness would not be a custom that lasts a season, but for decades to come. Perhaps even 
for us, this means reading of the Lord's faithfulness in biblical times would still be cause to believe in the  
character of our same God. 
The Lord has proven Himself time and time again. It feels easier to question His character in moments of 
drought, but Moses is kind to remind us how we get to fight those lies. God has been faithful in your life. You 
do not have to acknowledge or agree with that statement for its truth to still be pungent. In your season of 
weariness, recall on the moment you have seen His faithful hand. Sit in remembrance, do not rush past it. 
Even after the prayer is answered and the waves seem to have ceased crashing, don't forget His character  
toward you. Let it be a constant and continuous tradition, that your children and your children's children 
would know of the Lord's faithfulness to you! Let it be before your eyes at all time, that your first instinct 
would not be to question the character of the Lord but to remember it. And let it last from year to year, 
etched on your heart and forever spilling from your lips. 
We are the people of Hope. We are the image bearers of Christ. For if we are questioning the character of the 
Lord, how should we expect the world to be any different? Let us be a people quick to recount on the Lord's 
faithfulness to us! For if He was faithful once- He WILL do it again! This is our hope. 



Sisters in Christ Women Meet 
February 22, 2023 

Time: 7:00 pm  
Friendship Room at Hope UMC in Pocahontas 

  

Any questions?  Contact: Gwen Johnson @ 712-358-2516 or  

Rachel Millman  @ 563-542-4032.  God has great things in store for us!  

4:12 Youth Meet 

Wednesday, February 22– 6:00pm– meet in the Friendship Room 
 

Contact Sara Thorkildsen @ 712-297-0814 with questions 
 

1 Timothy 4:12  Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set 
an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.  

Tuesday Pocahontas Group Study and Havelock Bible Study  
 

Pocahontas Group Study, Tuesdays @ 6:00pm,  will be studying  
“Honor Begins at Home”.      Everyone Welcome! 

 
Havelock Bible Study, Wednesdays @ 6:30pm and will be in Genesis.,   

Everyone Welcome! 

Dear Church Family, 

We are appealing to our church family for a fund drive to complete the parsonage  
window project.  Please prayerfully consider what you are able to give towards this  
project.     Total  cost of project:  almost $22,000  

RAGBRAI  profits donated  to project:  $5035.00 
30 windows are being replaced. Each window costs approximately $600 each 

Write “Window project” on  the check memo. 
 

Your gift may be sent to Hope and is tax deductible for the year in which it is given.   
Thank you for your contribution to the future of Hope!     

Your Leadership Team, 

Iowa Walk to Emmaus 
The Iowa Walk to Emmaus is dedicated to the development of Christian leaders. 
If you are looking for a mountaintop experience that will also equip you to take 
your Christian walk to the next level, this weekend retreat might be for you! 
Please see Sean or Korey Averill for more information about upcoming walks.  



Education News: Save the Dates 
 April 9th– Easter NO God Squad 

 April 30th– Last day of God Squad 

 

   May 7th– Senior Recognition Potluck 

 

June 19-22–VBS (Vacation Bible School) Day Camp 

Meals on Wheels needs your help!! 
Volunteer for one (1) hour plus a free meal to  

deliver meals in Pocahontas. Contact Sandy @ Hinde Center 712-335-3937.  
We also need a relief driver to deliver meals in Rolfe once in  

a while. Mileage paid plus a meal. 
 

Please be the hands and feet of God to help those shut in! 

Upper Des Moines Opportunity is in need  
of the following items  

 
Paper towels, toilet paper, laundry soap, and dish soap. If you have any of these items you 
can donate they will be greatly appreciated. You can bring them to Hope and time during office hours.  

For the UDMO challenge see the Hope UMC website for a list of items they are in desperate need of. 
Please help if you are able! 

King’s Kids Schedule 

February 15-3:20pm-5:15pm 
March 1-3:20pm-5:15pm 

March 15 -3:20pm-5:15pm 
March 29-3:20pm-5:15pm 
April 12-3:20pm-5:15pm 

April 19-3:20pm-5:15pm 



February selection from HUMC library 

True to Life: The Incredible Story of a Young Woman Who Spoke Up for the 
Unborn and Found Herself in the  National Spotlight         by Janet Folger  
 

The incredible story of a young woman who spoke up for the unborn and 

found herself in the national spotlight. As this desperate battle continues to 

rage, God has placed at its epicenter the most unlikely of persons: Janet Folger 

who used to be afraid to speak, period - let alone to speak out on abortion. But 

there she was as a young single woman fighting for and winning passage of 

the nation's first ban on partial-birth abortion. In the midst of making you 

laugh, Janet energizes you with renewed hope and a creative action plan for 

success in the human rights movement of our time. 

This book will be available for checkout at the Book Nook in the Fellowship Hall during February. 

    March Birthdays        Anniversaries 
  
  
 Carol McCurdy   3/5     Danny & Sharon Hauswirth   3/1 
 Jessica Frank   3/6     Roger & Barb Hauswirth    3/22 
 Judy Pursley   3/6     Jack & Sue Gould     3/23 
 Dave Flemming   3/7 
 Sean Averill   3/8 
 Rebecca Hickingbottom 3/9 
 Audrey Simonson  3/9 
 Amy Haney   3/11 
 Caden Freeburg   3/14 
 Jack Gould    3/15 
 Doug Ferguson   3/19 
 Caleb Freeburg   3/28 

If your name and dates are missing  go to  

this website and get signed up.   

https://forms.gle/ksxcTGt6YopPWQj79   

Then please call the church  @ 712-335-3663 

WOMEN of HOPE 
 

Bible verse: “Be Joyful in HOPE, patient in affliction and faithful in prayer,”  
Romans 12:12. 

 

    The Women of Hope are working on recreating our group and defining what our service to God and 
to the church will include. We would be open to any suggestions the women of the congregation have.  
Please contact Judy Timan or Sue Gould if you would like to contribute your suggestions.  In December the 
Women of Hope were honored to present pins to Brian Blomker, Julie Waterman, and Carol McCurdy. These 
pins are in recognition of great dedication and service to our Church.  In 2022 our  year-end mission giving 
included the following groups: Food Bank of Iowa, Hillcrest, Bidwell-Riverside, CASA, PAC Elementary, 
UDMO, Hope UMC Discretionary, Heifer, and the Breakthru group. 
 

Circle meetings for February are 
February 22 – Sisters in Christ will meet in the Friendship Room of the Church at 7 p.m. 

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_ebooks_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Janet+Folger&text=Janet+Folger&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=digital-text


Worship Assistants for February †  

9:00am Havelock Center (Communion first Sunday each Month) 

9:15am Pocahontas Adult Sunday School 

9:30am Pocahontas God Squad Sunday School 

10:30 am Pocahontas Center (Communion first Sunday each Month) 
 

February Communion—Don & Linda Ferguson 

 

February Liturgists: 

February 5-Sean Averill 

February 12-Patrick Frank 

February 19-Angie Cook 

February 26-Linda Ferguson 

 

February Acolytes: Ryan Hauswirth 

 

February Ushers: * Kevin & Ryan Hauswirth 

 

February Greeters: 

North Door:  Leon & Gwen Johnson 

South Door: Brad & Angie Cook 

East Handicap Door:  Donnie & Carol McLain 

 

February Fellowship: 

 February 5-Julie Waterman 

February 12-John & Martie Nedved 

February 19-Bob & Ann Harrison 

February 26-Bruce & Carolyn Wheatley 
 

 

Want to volunteer, contact Pastor K  for details! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

All added items at mid-
month are in read! 

  1 
3:20pm– Kings Kids 
 
 
 
6:30pm 
Havelock 
Bible study 

2 
9:00am-Charity 
Circle @ Family 
Table & 10:00am 
meet @  
Arlington 
 
7:00pm-Truth  
Circle @ Poky 

3 
 

4 

5 
9:00 am Havelock/
Communion 
9:15am– Adult SS 
9:30am-God Squad  
10:30am Pocahontas/
Communion 
 
3:00pm-Men’s Christian  
Warrior 

6 
6:30pm-
Worship 
Team 

7 
6:00pm– 
Group Study 
@ Pocahontas 
 
 

8 
5:15pm–  
Education Team 
 
6:00pm– 4:12 Youth 
 
6:30pm–  
Havelock  
Bible study 
 

9 
 

10 
Newsletter 
articles due 

11 

12 
9:00 am Havelock 
9:15am– Adult SS 
9:30am-God Squad  
10:30am Pocahontas 
 
 
 

13 
 

14 
6:00pm– 
Group Study 
@ Pocahontas 

15 
3:20pm– Kings Kids 
 
 
3:30pm-Joy Bells 
 
7:00pm-Leadership  

16 
 

17 
7:25AM– 
“High 5”  
Friday  
@ PAC  
Elementary 

18 
 

19 
9:00 am Havelock 
9:15am– Adult SS 
9:30am-God Squad  
10:30am Pocahontas 
 
3:00pm-Men’s Christian  
Warrior 

20 
Newsletter 
articles due 

21 
6:00pm– 
Group Study 
@ Pocahontas 
 
 

22 
3:30pm– Joy Bells 
 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY 
6:30pm-7:30pm 
Come & Go  
@ Pocahontas 
 
 
6:00pm– 4:12 Youth 
 
7:00pm-Sisters in 
Christ 

23 
5:00pm-
Outreach 
Team 

24 
6:30pm–  
Worship 
Team 

25 

26 
9:00 am Havelock 
9:15am– Adult SS 
9:30am-God Squad  
10:30am Pocahontas 

27 28 
6:00pm– 
Group Study 
@ Pocahontas 
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